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U.S. plans $2.4b Jet sale to Israel 

f^—Thc Clinton administration notified Congress 
Monaay ihat it plans to sell 25 advanced McDonnell Douglas P-151 
tighter jets to Israel for S2.4 billion. The plan, announced by the 
Pentagon and expected to be completed without opposition from 
fecngress, win be larger than the initial project announced by Israel in 
January under which that government would have bought 20 of the 
jets lor S2 billion. The F-151 Jets are one of the most advanced 
yere^ns of the big company's F-15 fighters. The special T model win 
include both air combat superiority and long-range ground attack, 
capability for Israel's air force. Included in the proposed jwitagc are 
o sets of “Lantim” navigation and targeting pods, whidi are mounted 
op the jets to give them all-weather ground attack capability over lone 
distances. The Israeli air force already has older model F-15 fighter 
jets as well as U.S. F-16 jets. But the new models win allow the U.S. 
any "to enhance its air-to-air and air-to-ground defence capability,** 
the Pentagon said. 
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Fighter jets bomb Afghan capital 

KABUL (AP) — Fighter jets belonging to Afghanistan's powerful 
Uzbek warlord bombed the shattered capital Monday, the first air raid 
in nearly three weeks. There were no immediate reports of casualties, 
but at least one bomb was believed to have landed in a residential 
area, according to eye witnesses. Witnesses said the jets dropped six 
bombs in two sorties' over the capital. Warlord Rashid Dostum and his 
ally, renegade Prime Minister Gulbuddin Hckmalyar. have been 
trying to topple President Burhanuddm Rabbani, whose forces have 
managed to hold on to key military sites. At least two bombs hit a 
strategic. Rabbani-hcld hill on the western edge of the city, said 
government officials. Another bomb landed on a Rabbani-con trolled 
hill behind the residential neighbourhood of Wazir Akhar Khan in 
eas: Kabul. Most civilians have fled Wazir Akbar Khan, bur it is still 
home to the International Committee for the Red Cross. Hours before 
the jet attack, the warring sides waged a fierce artillery battle in 
Kabul's eastern district- There were no reports of casualties. Few 
dviiians still live in eastern neighbourhoods of Kabul. 
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Peacekeeping genera! 
reports to King 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Monday 
received at the Royal Court 
the commander* of the 
peacekeeping forces in 
Croatia, Major-General Ghaa 
Al Tayyeb, who briefed the 
King on the situation in former 
Yugoslavia and the role of the 
U.N. forces in maintaining 
peace and security. Gen. 
Tavyeb said the Jordanian 
forces participating in peace- 
keeping operations in the 
Yugoslav republics were wide- 
ly admired. 

Anani briefs U.N. 
snedia delegation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Informa- 
tion Minister Jawad Al Anani 
Monday received a media de- 
legation currently visiting Jor- 
dan under arrangements by the 
Palestine Section of the U.N. 
Department of Public Informa- 
tion. Dr. Anani briefed the 
delegation on the latest de- 
velopments in the peace pro- 
cess and Jordan's role in 
pushing the process forward to 
achieve a just and lasting peace 
in the region in accordance 
with U.N. resolutions. The de- 
legation includes journalists 
working for major newspapers 
in 13 foreign countries in addi- 
tion to three U.N. supervisors. 

Qali oil spile cleanup 
halted 

FUJAIRAH (AP) — Author- 
ities Monday abandoned 
efforts to mop up a massive 
twc-weefc-old oil spill, letting 
millions of gallons disperse in 
the open sea. Michael Sorros 
of the Greek cleanup firm Fair- 
deal said Fujairah port had 
given the order to stop clean- 
ing the 40-kilometre slick cre- 
ated by a March 30 tanker 
collision in the Gulf of Oman. 
He said only about one-quarter 
of the I2C,000-barrel spill had 
been recovered. Port officials, 
speaking in exchange for 
anonymity', said most of the 
remainder had washed out into 
the Arabian Sea. 

Fateh activist 
suspected of killing 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
i'R) — The Israeli army has 
detained a memebr of Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(?LO) Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat’s Fateh factionon suspicion 
of killing an Israeli on Feb. 25, 
the day of the Hebron mas- 
sacre. military sources said on 
Monday. They said Ali Ra’i, 
57. was captu red at his home in 
Deir Ai Balah refugee camp in 
the occupied Gaza Strip on 
Sunday. **He (Ra’ij belonged 
to Fateh organisation and he 
was transferred to investiga- 
tion by security forces," one 
military source said. An elder- 
ly Israeli man was hacked to 
death with an axe in centra! 
Israel hours after the Hebron 
mcsone massacre. Mr. Arafat 
forbade attacks on Israelis 
under a September peace deal 
with Israel. Some activists, 
angry at continued Israeli army 
pursuit and killing of wanted 
Fateh men, recently vowed to 
resume attacks in defiance of 
PLO orders. 

Iraqi leader pardons 
4 jailed Romanians 

BUCHAREST (R) — Iraqi 
leader Saddam Hussein has 
pardoned four Romanians con- 
victed of illegally entering Iraq 
in 1992, in response to a plea 
from Romania’s President Ion 
Tiiescu, the Romanian foreign 
ministry said on Monday. 
"Romania had made countless 
previous demarches for their 
release, even asking for their 
extradition,” ministry spokes- 
man Mircea Gioana told Reu- 
ters. Mr. Gioana named the 
four as Duraitru Danila, Nico- 
Iae Agachi. Florin Boiga and 
Gabriel Encea, saying the four 
men, in their early 30s, had 
been tried and convicted, for 
illegally entering Iraq from 
Turkey two years ago. The 
Iraqi president signed their 
pardon on Sunday night, after 
seeing Mr. Hiescu’s envoy 
Marcel Dinu, who delivered 
Mr. liiescu’s "humanitarian 
appeal, requesting the release 
of the four jailed Romanians," . 
the state news agency Rompres 
said. Foreign ministry sources 
said the four had already been 
released from prison near 
Baghdad and were expected 
back in Bucharest on Tuesday. 
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Peace process is in crisis, 
needs urgent effort — King 

Austrian president begins state visit, speaks of 
common vision, says Mideast is vital for Europe 


Price: Jordan 150 Fils 




By P. V. Vfv ekanan ri 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein warned Monday that 
the Middle East peace process 
was facing a crucial crisis and 
called on the United States to 
salvage the 29-month-old 
Arab-Israeli negotiations 
which he said were threatened 
by the disappointment of peo- 
ple who hoped to enjoy the 
fruits of peace. 

In some of the strongest yet 
comments over the slow pace 
of lsraeli-Palestiman negotia- 
tions over self-rule in the occu- 
pied territories and mounting 
violence there amid Israeli 
efforts to extract Arab conces- 
sions, the King said the region 
was slipping into im “abyss of 
despair and disaster.” 

The King, who was speaking 
at a joint press conference with 
Austrian President Thomas 
Klestil, reaffirmed that Jor- 
dan's resumption of peace 
talks with Israel was "contin- 
gent on resolving" the problem 


thar the Kingdom faces from 
the continued blockade of the 
port of Aqaba as part of the 
enforcement of the 44-month- 
old international sanctions 
against Iraq. 

The King described the siege 
of Aqaba as an intolerable 
situation and a "treatment that 
has been directed at Jordan in 
particular and out of all coun- 
tries in the region” despite the 
Kingdom's compliance with 
United Nations Security Coun- 
cil resolutions. 

“We cannot be distrusted on 
the one hand and humiliated as 
a people and yet continue to 
play this role that we have 
played sincerely and honest- 
ly," the King said. 

“We will not bow to any 
unwarranted pressure from 
any court,” said the King, 
adding that Jordan bad “in- 
dication that the problem is 
being addressed.” 

“We hope to have a positive 
response soon,” said the King. 

President Klestil, who ar- 
rived earlier in the day on a 


three-day state visit, praised 
Jordan's commitment to 
peace. He described King Hus- 
sein as “a close friend... an 
anchor of stability in the region 
without whom there cannot be 
a solution to the Palestinian 
problem." 

The Austrian president, 
making his second visit to Jor- 
dan in seven months, said 
Europe was ready to make 
large investments in the Mid- 
dle East region, but business- 
men needed peace and stability 
before they would commit 
themselves. 

Dr. Klestil, speaking after a 
round of talks with King Hus- 
sein, said the Monarch had 
told him that “the peace pro- 
cess has reached a point where 
the hopes of people were 
maybe too high and en- 
dangered by many expecta- 
tions, and frustration is coming 
up here and there." 

The euphoria sparked by the 
signing of the historic agree- 
ment between Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 


PLO resigned to delay on 
Gaza- Jericho agreement 


CAIRO (Agencies) — The 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) resigned itself on 
Monday to further delay in 
Israeli withdrawal to make way 
for Palestinian autonomy in 
Gaza and the West Bank town 
of Jericho. 

Chief PLO negotiator Nabil 
Shaath said he could even 
accept the end of the month as 
the target date for agreement 
on the details, as proposed by 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres. 

“If Mr. Peres says he is 
willing to respect the new 
target date, the date at the end 
of die month, fine with us," he 
told reporters during a break in 
PLO-Israeli talks in Cairo. 

Signing by Wednesday, the 
target date which both sides 
said last month they would 
respect, was now impossible, 
he said. 

“I feel that progress hap- 
pened today despite a feeling 
of sorrow that we won’t be able 
to sign tomorrow," he added. 

“There are still many things 
that need finishing and they 


cannot be simply finished ... it 
was important to finish on time 
because it would have pro- 
vided credibility,'* he said. 

Mr. Peres, speaking in Ank- 
ara on Monday, said: "As I 
understand, we have agreed 
that the target date will be the 
end of this month, April, and 
then I think there won’t be 
needed much time to imple- 
ment the agreement.” 

Mr. Peres added that the 
pullout could be finished short- 
ly after negotiations are done. 

“So I hope when May will 
come, all of us will see spring 
time in political sense not just 
only in diplomatic one," said 
Mr. Peres, who was on a visit 
to Turkey. 

Under the withdrawal pact 
— an important step towards a 
possible Israeli-Palestinian 
peace accord — the pullout 
from Gaza and Jericho was to 
be completed by Wednesday. 
Both sides have traded accusa- 
tions of foot dragging, and the 
talks have stalled due to vio- 
lence and disagreement over 
security issues. 


Mr. Peres added that he had 
no plans to meet with PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat. 
Israel is angry that Mr. Arafat 
has not publicly condemned 
last week's car-bombing that 
killed seven Israelis. 

Since 'the pullout has not 
even started, the PLO at least 
had hoped to reach agreement 
by Wednesday on a plan for 
Israeli withdrawal and deploy- 
ment of Palestinian police. 

While Dr. Shaath said nego- 
tiators were making progress, 
be conceded “some substan- 
tive issues" remain undecided. 

“My estimate is that if we're 
going on the speed we are 
going now, maybe seven to 10 
days will be just about 
enough" to reach agreement, 
he said. 

Dr. Shaath said negotiators 
agreed to a deployment plan 
for Palestinian police Monday 
morning and were close to 
settling on a schedule for 
freeing Palestinian prisoners 
held by Israel. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Israelis wound 4 during 
observers’ visit to Hebron 


HEBRON, occupied West 
Bank (Agencies) — Israeli sol- 
diers shot and wounded at least 
four Palestinians in Hebron on 
Monday during a fact-finding 
visit by an advance team of an 
international observer force, 
witnesses said. 

A 17-member team from 
Norway, Denmark and Italy — 
the countries contributing to 
the 160-strong force — met 
Hebron's mayor and the head 
of the Israeli military govern- 
ment. 

Israel agreed to allow fore- 
ign observers in Hebron in a 
deal with the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) fol- 
lowing tiie massacre of more 
than 30 Muslim worshippers in 
a Hebron mosque on Feb. 25. 

But the advance team's visit 
drew threats from Islamic 
hardliners opposed to making 
peace with Israel. 

“If the foreign presence 
proves to be counter- 
productive to Palestinians’ 
hopes, Islamists will escalate 
opposition to their presence 
here, and make it unbear- 
able,” said a supporter of the. 
Islamic Resistance Movement 
Hamas. 

Knut Voliebaek, - director- 
general of the Norwegian fore- 
ign ministry, told reporters in 
Hebron no date had been set 


for the force's deployment. He 
said it was still undecided 
whether the observers would 
be armed. 

But Mayor Mustafa Al Nat- 
she told reporters the force 
would not carry weapons and 
said it would start deploying 
next week. 

Birger Riis-Jorgensen, direc- 
tor of the Danish foreign 
ministry, said the “govern- 
ments participating in the force 
were still in the process of 
information gathering.” 

Muslims, barred by soldiers 
from reaching the Ibrahimi 
Mosque where the massacre 
occurred, prayed in a street 
about 100 metres away. 
Gashes erupted after prayers 
■and at least four Palestinians 
were wounded by army gun- 
fire, witnesses said. 

Mr. Natshe credited the 
observers with bringing a mea- 
sure of peace. He said their 
intervention persuaded Israel 
to lift a curfew and allow 
Palestinians to circulate freely 
in the centre of Hebron for six 
hours a day starting Monday. 

The delegation, made up of 
diplomats and observers from 
Norway, Denmark and Italy, 
said their governments asked 
Israel to ease the restrictions in 
contacts made on the eve of 
their visit. 


“We feel the mandate of the 
group is to further the restora- 
tion of normalcy. This opening 
is part of that. We hope this is 
a good omen for the work we 
are going to do,” said Mr. 
Voliebaek. 

Mr. Natshe said the first 
contingent of the 160-member 
observer force would arrive 
next week but indicated that 
the observers would not be 
carrying weapons. 

“They will not be armed, but 
they will help to create an 
atmosphere of security in the 
town" by trying to break up 
clashes between Palestinians 
and troops or Jewish settlers, 
he said. 

Palestinians on all sides have 
said that Hebron will not re- 
turn to normal until Israel re- 
moves the 450 Jewish settlers 
scattered among six enclaves in 
the city of 110,000 Palesti- 
nians. 

Earlier, the team entered 
Hebron in several cars flying 
the Norwegian, Italian and 
Danish flags. They were 
escorted by two Israeli army 
vehicles. 

Dozens of Palestinian shop- 
keepers stood outside stores in 
the dty centre closed by milit- 
ary order since the massacre. 

(Continued on page 5) 


tion (PLO) in Washington in 
September has died down. 

Conflicting interpretations 
and deep differences have de- 
layed the implementation of 
the agreement and a rising 
wave of Israeli and Palestinian 
violence in the occupied terri- 
tories has further eroded sup- 
port for the accord. 

Throughout his comments at 
the press conference, the King 
repeatedly warned that the 
peace process was imperilled. 

“There is no doubt that 
there is a crisis that has de- 
veloped out of the expectations 
of people that have not been 
met as yet, not even in any 
degree so far," said the King. 

“The sense of alarm, the 
sense of despair is growing and 
that is causing a great deal of 
distress to the peace camp as 
such, and all those who believe 
in it wherever they are," he 
said. 

He expressed hope that the 
U.S. , a co-sponsor of the peace 

(Continued mi page 5) 


Compromise 
reported on 
Lebanese 
press bill 

BEIRUT (AP) — Prime 
Minister Rafik Hariri was re- 
ported Monday to have 
reached a compromise with 
Lebanon's newspapers, avert- 
ing a showdown with the freest 
press in the Middle East. 

The reported accord strips 
the government of Lebanon of 
any powers to shut down a 
newspaper, magazine or week- 
ly as was previously the case, 
leaving such a decision to the 
courts. 

Several Beirut dailies said 
the accord was worked out in 
prolonged weekend meeting 
between Mr. Hariri and the 
chairmen of Lebanon’s news- 
papers publishers union, 
Mohammad Baalbaki, and the 
reporters association. Mil hem 
Karam. 

All three refrained from di- 
vulging more details of the 
agreement, but Mr. Hariri cal- 
led it in an interview published 
by the conservative daily Al 
Liwa “a real revolution in 
favour of the press, a historic 
compromise." 

The accord was scheduled to 
be finalised in a cabinet session 
Monday evening. It will then 
be referred to parliament, 
which will either vote it into 
law or reject it. 

Al Liwa and AI Safir said the 
accord would strip the author- 
ities of any powers to revoke 
the license of any daily or 
weekly. 

It also strips the government 
of the right to suspend any 
newspaper or put any journal- 
ist in jail before trial and con- 
viction, the newspapers said. 

Mr. Hariri's government 
kicked up a storm of protest 
when it approved last week a 
new press bill that made arti- 
cles provoking sectarian dis- 
sent or slandering heads of 
state punishable by up to three 
years' imprisonment and a 
maximum fine of 500 million 
Lebanese pounds (5300,000). 

The bill was denounced by 
Beirut’s II dailies as conde- 
mning the press to death in 
peacetime after it survived the 
horrors of Lebanon's 1975- 
1990 civil war. The uproar 
forced the government to re- 
consider the bill. 

Monday's reports said the 
proposed penalty for slander- 
ing national and foreign heads 
of state or instigating confes- 
sional dissent was lowered in 
the new agreement to a max- 
imum of two years in jail and a 
200 million ($185,000) fine. 

All newspapers hailed the 

(Continued on page 10) 
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His Majesty King Hussein answers a question as 
Austrian President Thomas Klestil looks on 
during a joint press conference they held Mon- 


day at the Royal Palace shortly after a round of 
talks (photo by Yousef Al ‘Allan) 


King urges Yemenis to adhere 
to accord signed in Amman 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majes- 
ty King Hussein on Monday 
received at the Royal Court 
member of the Yemeni Pres- 
idential Council and Assistant 
Secretary General of the 
Yemeni Socialist Party (YSP) 
Salem Saleh Mohammad and 
member of the YSP political 
office Abdul Aziz Al Dali who 
are on a tour of several Arab 
countries to brief Arab leaders 
on the political situation in 
Yemen. 

King Hussein stressed the 
need for Yemeni political par- 
ties to adhere to the Yemeni 
reform and reconciliation 
agreement signed in Amman 
Feb. 20 to resolve political 
disputes in Yemen. 

King Hussein also under- 
lined Jordan's keenness to pre- 
serve Yemen’s unity, dcmocra- 
tisation process and develop- 


ment, calling on all Yemeni 
political powers to unify- their 
ranks to overcome the current 
crisis. 

Mr. Mohammad expressed 
the Yemeni leadership's appre- 
ciation of the King's keenness 
on Yemeni unity and thanked 
King Hussein for his efforts 
exerted to enable Yemeni 
leaders to overcome the crisis. 

A high-level Jordanian de- 
legation is due to leave for 
Yemen soon to meet with the 
Yemeni leadership and to fol- 
low up on Jordanian efforts 
aiming to end the crisis. 

The audience was attended 
by Royal Court Chief Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker, the King's 
political Advisor Marwan Al 
Qassem, the King's advisor 
Khaled Al Karaki and Yemeni 
Ambassador to Jordan Ali 
Abul Lahoom. 


Yemeni officers meet 

Yemeni military leaders, 
whose rival units have clashed 
in recent weeks, met in Aden 
on Monday for the first time in 
months. 

The official SABA news 
agency said Minister of De- 
fence Haitham Qassem Taher, 
a southerner, and the northern 
chief of staff Brigadier Abdul 
Malek Al Sayani, met ir. what 
political sources said was their 
first such meeting in several 
months. 

SABA said the meeting was 
within the framework of a 
committee entrusted with the 
implementation of military- and 
security clauses included in the 
reconciliation accord signed in 
Amman. 

(Continued on page 10) 


NATO bombs Serbs again, 
but Gorazde siege continues 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nisation (NATO) jets, 
brushing aside Russian anger, 
bombed Bosnian Serb forces 
around Gorazde on Monday 
for the second time in two days 
after Serb gunners renewed 
their assault on the Muslim 
enclave. 

“NATO jets have engaged 
(Serb) military targets for ab- 
out 20 to 25 minutes." said a 
U.N. military source, adding 
that the air raid began at about 
2.15 p.m. (1215 GMT). 

Before the second air strike, 
U.N. officials said Bosnian 
Serbs pounded Gorazde with 
artillery, tank and machinegun 
fire on Monday morning, 
wounding about 200 refugees 
housed in the town centre. 

Before the NATO bombing 
was reported, U.N. spokesman 
Major Dacre Holloway said. 
“We are conducting air activity 


with planes flying low over- 
head. We are trying to give 
them every opportunity to get 
the message but if they don't 
learn they will get the big 
stick.** 

Maj. Holloway could not 
confirm reports that NATO 
fighters had dropped flares 
earlier beside Serb tanks firing 
on Gorazde, but he did not 
rule it out. saying such action is 
a common warning tactic. 

In Zagreb, a U.N. press 
information officer said: “We 
believe that the tanks were 
targetted this time." 

On Sunday, two NATO F- 
16s dropped three bombs on a 
Bosnian Serb artillery com- 
mand post following repeated 
warnings to halt an assault on 
the “safe haven" of Gorazde. 

Despite Sunday’s air strike, 
sniper fire hit U.N. offices 
housing military observers and 
aid workers on Monday, while 


shelling wounded an estimated 
200 refugees housed in a school 
in the town centre. 

Lyndail Sachs, a spokes- 
woman for the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), said: "Our col- 
leagues reported there seems 
to be no let up in the situation 
outside and the situation in 
their assessment is extremely 
dangerous.” 

The latest air raid occurred 
just hours after Bosnian Serbs 
froze ties with the United Na- 
tions. 

The first NATO attack came 
after Bosnian Serb forces over- 
ran government defences Sun-* 
day to reach the outskirts of 
the besieged town of 65,000, 
which lies 50 kilometres south- 
east of Sarajevo. It was the 
alliance's first attack on ground 
positions in its 45-year liistory. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Fierce fighting rages in 
Kigali as rebels close in 


KIGALI, Rwanda (Agencies) 
— Fierce fighting was reported 
Monday between the Rwandan 
army and rebels outside the 
capital of Kigali, where five 
days of violence and looting 
has left bodies piling up by the 
thousands. 

Hundreds of Westerners 
have fled Rwanda by air and in 
truck convoys, while others hid 
in fear for their lives. Hun- 
dreds of people looted aid 
warehouses. At a hospital in 
Kigali, the devastated capital, 
doctors said soldiers slaught- 
ered at least 100 patients in 
their beds. 

Relief officials estimate as 
many as 10.000 people have 
been killed in Kigali alone. 
The fighting — the result of a 
decades-old struggle between 
the Hutu and Tutsi ethnic 
groups — has forced hundreds 
of Europeans and Americans 
to flee the country, many for 
neiehbouring Burundi. 


Fighting began after the 
presidents of Rwanda and 
Burundi, both Hutus, died in a 
suspicious plane crash on 
Wednesday. 

The BBC, reporting Mon- 
day from Kigali, said fighting 
between the Hutu-dominated 
army and the mostly Tutsi 
Rwandan Patriotic Front re- 
bels was continuing in Kigali 
and in northern Rwanda. 

Augustin Mukama. a Rwan- 
dan Patriotic Front official in 
Kampla, Uganda, told Africa 
No. 1 radio that rebel forces 
entered Kigali on Monday. 
Mociar Gueve. spokesman for 
die U.N. observer mission in 
Rwanda, said automatic 
weapons fire was heard 
throughout Kigali on Monday 
and there was shelling on the 
outskirts of the city. 

Mr. Gueye refused to com- 
ment on a report that the 
U.N.'s commander in Rwan- 
da, General Romeo Dallaire, 


was trying to arrange a cease- 
fire. The Rwandan army and 
the rebels reportedly agreed on 
a truce Sunday, but Gen. Dal- 
laire said nothing was signed. 

The U.N.'s 1.900-man mis- 
sion in Rwanda was monitor- 
ing a ceasefire negotiated last 
August as part of an attempt to 
establish a coalition govern- 
ment. But efforts towards forg- 
ing such a government repe- 
atedly failed. 

Bursts of heavy machinegun 
clattered around streets soaked 
in the blood of rotting corpses 
and patrolled by roving bands 
of drunken soldiers. 

U.N. sources said a shell hit 
a Kigali hospital late on Sun- 
day, killing 27 people and in- 
juring more than 100. 

Top Rwandan rebel leaders 
said their forces comprised of 
two battalions were dosing in 
On Kigali from three sides to 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Israel seeks an end to 
dependence on Palestinians 


GAZA CITY, occupied Gaza 
Strip (AP) — Umil Sunday. 
Hassan Marouf thought that 
no matter what problems arose 
in the Arab-Israeli peace pro- 
cess. he would keep his 25- 
year-old job as a construction 
supervisor in Israel. 

Then Israel's cabinet 
announced the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip will be 
sealed off from Israel inde- 
finitely and 18,000 foreign 
labourers imported. The 
moves are intended to assuage 
security fears and break* 
Israel's dependence on Palesti- 
nian labour. 

‘But they created widespread 
despair among Palestinians, 
who viewed it as collective 
punishment that will create 
permanent unemployment and 
cut them off from Jerusalem, 
their religious, cultural and 
political centre. 

Both Israelis and Palesti- 
nians predicted more violence. 
Major General Matan Vilnai. 
Israel's southern commander, 
ordered troops back into re- 
fugee camps to deal with the 
anticipated violence, the 
Haaretz newspaper reported 
Sunday. 

“I've never been so scared in 
my life. There were closures 
before, but I always knew I 
would go back to work," said 
Mr. Marouf. who has 10 chil- 
dren. “Now. I’m not sure I will 
have a job to go back to." 

Over 120.000 Palestinians 
had day jobs in Israel until 
March 1993, when a series of 
stabbing deaths inside Israel 
brought a strict closure and the 
number of work permits was 
halved. Fears of revenge 


attacks after a Jewish settler 
killed more than 30 Palestinian 
workers in Hebron Feb. 25 
brought another closure. 

Pressure from construction 
and agriculture firms that rely 
on cheap Palestinian workers 
has forced such closures to be 
rescinded in the past. But each 
closure leaves fewer Palesti- 
nians with jobs in Israel. 

The latest closure came after 
a suicide car bomber from the 
West Bank killed seven Israelis 
and wounded 45 last Wednes- 
day. followed a day later by a 
Gazan who killed one and 
wounded four at a bus stop. 

Both attacks, carried out by 
Palestinians from the occupied 
territories, were claimed by 
groups which oppose the 
Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) autonomy 
accord and have vowed to 
wreck Israel’s “independence 
day" celebrations Thursday. 

Naboul Dabbour, an ■ eco- 
nomist who works at the 
Palestinian bureau of statistics 
in Jerusalem, said remittances 
from labourers who work or 
trade in Israel bring about $7 
million daily into the Gaza and 
the West Bank. He predicted 
unemployment would jump 
from 37 per cent to at least 50 
per cent. 

The cabinet approved bring- 
ing in 18,000 foreign labourers 
to replace Palestinians. 
Although Israel’s unemploy- 
ment rate hovers at 10 per 
cent, welfare checks tend to 
match the wages from the me- 
nial jobs Palestinians fill. 

Social and Welfare Minister 
Ora Namir said the foreign 
workers, mainly from former 


Yugoslavia and Thailand, will 
be given six month visa s. In the 
three to five weeks it will take 
for them to be absorbed into 
jobs here, the ministry mil 
employ soldiers and high 
school students to fill in the 
gap, she said. 

There are already 8,000 
foreign labourers in Israel, ab- 
out 2,000 Thais in agriculture 
and 6,000 East Europeans in 
construction. 

Some cabinet ministers said 
the closure could stay in place 
until Palestinian self-rule goes 
into an effect, something not 
expected for weeks. A pre- 
autonomy pullback of Israeli 
troops is expected to slow 
down. 

While eager to be indepen- 
dent of Israel, Palestinians be- 
lieve after 27 years of occupa- 
tion they cannot survive an 
abrupt separation. 

They also believe Israel is 
using the closure to draw bor- 
ders that put Arab East Jeru- 
salem inside its territory and 
out of reach for eventual talks 
‘on the status of all occupied 
territory. 

Palestinians want a capital 
for their would-be state in East 
Jerusalem. 

“Israel is trying through the 
closure to consolidate its hold 
on Jerusalem and face us with 
a fait accompli on the annexa- 
tion of East Jerusalem.” said 
Hanan Ashrawi. a leading 
Palestinian. 

Hospital administrators in 
Gaza said the closure will- 
affect dozens of patients who 
receive treatment in Jeru- 
salem. Israel has said it would 
try to ease medical cases. 


Investigators get two bullet 
types; Goldstein letter released 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israeli 
authorities have published the 
text of a letter left by gunman 
B.aruch Goldstein at "the site of 
the Hebron mosque massacre, 
in which he reportedly prayed 
to survive the shootings. 

; Hospitals meanwhile handed - 
over to medical investigators 
fwo types of bullets which 
Palestinian doctors recovered 
from victims of the Hebron 
mosque massacre. The . evi- 
dence could support earlier 
testimony and Palestinian con- 
tentions that more than one 
gunman was involved in the 
Feb. 25 slayings of more than 
30 Palestinian worshippers. 

; A Muslim guard at the mos- 
que also testified to Israel's 
inquiry commission that he 
asked ’ soldiers to enter the 
mosque and stop the shooting 
but that they refused to do so. 

* Goldstein's letter, mostly 
typewritten with several lines 
in his handwriting, was found 
in the bag he brought with him 
lo the massacre site, the ITIM 
news agency said. 

* "A version of a brief confes- 
sion from the bridge of life." 
the letter was reportedly enti-r 
tied. 

; In it Goldstein thanked 
God. “in whose hands my re- 
isovery and death lie.... may it 
he thy will to heal me. and if 
heaven forbid I shall die, my 
jdeath shall be in repentance 
for all the sins 1 have commit- 
■ted against you.” 

; - “And may you grant me a 
•role in the garden of Eden and 
It he land ofthc righteous,” the 
‘.typed portion added. 

* The message ended with 
ipart of the “near O' Israel 
prayer, which religious Jews 
utter several times daily. It 
'.ended with. “One Lord of the 
; world... I shall not fear." 

! Palestinian physician Dr. 
;Dahoud Labadi said 25 medic- 
al files and two kinds of bullets 
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were turned over to the Israeli 
medical team that spent five 
hours Sunday in two Hebron 
hospitals. He said they also 
examined X-rays to determine 
where bullets hit victims. 

A police ballistics expert 
told the inquiry commission 
last week that one bullet was 
found at the site that did not 
match the Galil automatic rifle 
used by Goldstein. Other bul- 
lets found were fired by sol- 
diers’ weapons, the expert 
said. 

In its sixth week of testi- 
mony, the five-man inquiry 
commission panel also ques- 
tioned three guards for the 
Waqf, the Muslim trust that 
operates religious sites. The 
guards were at the site, which 
tradition holds is the burial site 
of Abraham and other biblical 
figures. 

Mohammad Abu Salah, a 
guard, told the commission 
that Goldstein pushed past him 
into the hall where Muslim 
worshippers were praying and 
opened fire. 

Mr. Abu Salah raced to call 
soldiers for help but said they 
would not enter the hall. 

“They heard me but refused 
to agree to what I requested. I 
told them that there was a 
settler firing, and they also 
heard the shots and’ they 
started shooting outside." Mr. 
Abu Salah said. 

The ? uard r ^ en ran back to 
the hall and saw Goldstein 
change the clip. Mr. Abu Salah 
said Goldstein saw him and 
turned to fire two bullets at 
him. 

Neither Mr. Abu Salah or 
the two other guards who testi- 
fied saw a second gunman. 

Mr. Abu Salah told the com- 
mission that the imprisoned 
Kach leader Baruch Marzel 
had tried to attack Muslims 
shouting “Kill the Jews” at the 
site the night before the mas- 
sacre but was prevented from 
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doing so by soldiers. 

Witnesses raised the possi- 
bility that Goldstein may have 
been motivated by the Mus- 
lims' threats the previous night 
or by a door closed between 
two prayer halls that prevent 
Jews from praying in the" area 
.on the Punm holiday. . 

Goldstein’s wife, Miriam, 
testified behind closed doors to 
the commission last week that 
she had no idea her husband 
was planning the massacre. 

“It is still a puzzle, that’s the 
truth,” she said, according to a 
30-paee court transcript re- 
leased Sunday. “I am con- 
tinually trying to figure it out, 
but I still haven't found an 
answer.” 

She said her husband never 
mentioned problems at the 
mosque site, only complained 
in general about the govern- 
ment and military failure to 
“properly protecTthe settlers. 

Mrs. Goldstein demanded 
that the inquiry also investigate 
why there was a second bullet 
type at the site, suggesting her 
husband may haveneen fired 
on. She said many settlers 
could add information but had 
not been summoned. 

“Perhaps there were other 
people who opened fire, and 
not especially on the Jewish 
side. Perhaps there were peo- 
ple who had other weapons, 
from another direction. I don't 
know,” Mrs. Goldstein said. 

Also Sunday, the settler 
council asked the head of the 
commission. Chief Justice 
Meir Sham gar, to investigate 
comments oy Judge Abdal 
Rahman Zoubi published in 
the daily Maariv. 

Mr. Zoubi. the only Arab 
member of the inquiry panel, 
was quoted as saying Jewish 
settlers were the “the brutal 
side” in the occupied territor- 
ies and he was surprised to find 
the soldiers had written orders 
not to open fire on them. 



Slain general was key in 
Egypt’s war on militants 


Would-be heir to 
Rabin makes a move 


TEL AVIV (R) — A former 
cabinet minister touted as a 
possible successor to Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin made 
a grab for the political lime- 
light on Monday by announc- 
ing his candidacy to lead 
Israel's biggest trade federa- 
tion. 

Hahn Ramon, 43, embarras- 
sed Mr. Rabin, 72, in February 
by quitting as health minister 
after the cabinet withdrew Mr. 
Ramon’s far-reaching bill for 
health care. 

He appeared to burn his 
bridges with Mr. Rabin on 
Monday by saying he would 
challenge the prime minister's 
candidate in May 10 elections 
to head the Histadrut trade 
federation. The union has been 
a power base for the ruling 
Labour Party for decades. 

“Last night I told the prime 
minister I had decided to run 
on a non-partisan list for the 
coming Histadrut elections,” 
Mr. Ramon said. 

Opinion polls show Mr. 
Ramon could Awn . the Histad- 
rut election, defeating candi- 
dates put up by Labour and the 
main opposition Likud Party. 

A poll for Israel’s Yedioth 
Ahronoth newspaper in Febru- 
ary showed Mr. Ramon led all 
listed contenders to succeed 
Mr. Rabin if die prime minis- 
ter and Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres, 70, stepped down 
as heads of Labour. 


Political analysts forecast 
Mr. Ramon would be kicked 
out of Labour within days. Mr. 
Rabin had asked Mr. Ramon 
publicly to work for change 
from within the party, predict- 
ing that otherwise the young 
politician was destined for the 
political wilderness. 

“I believe it would be a 
grave mistake in itself and for 
him. But he is a big boy 
already and he must make the 
decision for himself,” Mr. 
Rabin told Israel Radio. 

Mr. Ramon appeared to be 
following the example of re- 
cently elected mayors Roni 
Mflo and Ehud Olmert, young 
politicians looking for high- 
profile jobs outside a par- 
liamentary political arena long 
dominated by older men. 

Mr. Ramon strongly backed 
Mr. Rabin’s September peace 
deal with the FLO. At the 
news conference, the Tel Aviv- 
bom lawyer focused on social 
issues and blamed the Histad- 
rut and the government for 
widening the gap between rich 
and poor. 

He said bad leadership at the 
Histadrut had soured many 
young Israelis on the organisa- 
tion, whose once red-flagged 
building was nicknamed “the 
Kremlin." 

Mr. Ramon said the union 
now represented 67 per cent of 
Israeli workers compared with 
84 per cent a decade ago. 


Sudan sees 
possible U.S. 
intervention 


NICOSIA (AP) — Sudan’s 
ambassador in Tehran said 
Monday his country was pre- 
pared for the possibility of 
U.S. intervention in the civil 
war between his Islamic gov- 
ernment and rebels in the 
south, the Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA) re- 
ported. 

“Although America’s humi- 
liating defeat in Somalia makes 
Washington’s new adventurism 
a" remote possibility," we' are 
prepared to cope with any new 
situation in the south,” IRNA 
quoted the envoy, Qutbi A1 
Mahdi. as saying in an inter- 
view with the Iranian weekly, 
Kay h an Havate. 

Sudan is on the U.S. list of 
countries that sponsor “inter- 
national terrorism,” but 
Washington has given no in- 
dication that it intends to inter- 
vene |n the. conflict .there.. 

Rebels from the south have 
been, fighting. the government 
for more than a decade. 

Western intelligence reports 
have accused Iran of providing 
military help and training for 
the Sudanese army. 

Iran has been building a 
north-south road in Sudan, 
which could be used to fatili-~ 
tate the movement of tanks 
and heavy artillery into rebel- 
held territory. . 


CAIRO (R) — Muslun mu- 
tants in Egypt have killed a 
leading but anonymous figure 
in the government’s war 
against them in an assassina- 
tion that suggested mmtants 
might have penetrated the 
security forces. 

The militant Gamaa A1 bla- 
raiyah claimed responsibility, 
describing the victim as “one 
of the biggest executioners 
and saying the same fate awa- 
ited his colleagues. 

Reports said five attackers 
rams at the victim, Major- 
General Raouf Khayrat, from 
two directions as he drove 
away from his house in the 
wealthy Cairo neighbourhood 
of-Masahat on Saturday night. 

Two men shot at him from a 
.motorcycle and three others in 
a car threw a bomb which set 
Khayrat’s car ablaze. His body 
was badly charred in the fire 
and it was not immediately 
clear whether be died from 
that or the- shooting. 

Militants in Egypt have now 
killed five police generals and 
mounted simil ar assassination 
attempts on three ministers in 
the past year. But they have all 
been public figures travelling 


in high-profile motorcades. 

General Khayrat, 53, was a 
secret operative in Egypt’s in- 
telligence war against the mili- 
tants. He used a code-name, 
wore p lain clothes and had no 
bodyguards in order not to 
attract attention, security 
sources said. 

He had spent 20 years moni- 
toring mil? ran t groups, starting 
long before they were consi- 
dered a major security threat 
in Egypt, and headed a little- 
known section of state security 
called the department for com- 
bating religious activity. 

In a faxed statement, the 
Gamaa said all its guerrillas 
returned safe from the assas- 
sination. 

“The operation shows that 
the mujahedeen will not hesi- 
tate for one moment to pursue 
the executioners however 
much they may try to disguise 
themselves and hide,” it 
added. 

It said the general had 
moved houses several times 
and drove his own car to give 
the impression he was 
ordinary. 1 • - '■ 

“But all this -did not save him- 
from God's judgment. He died . 
murdered and burnt just as. 
they (police) . assassinate 
youngsters unjustly and burn 
them with the dreadful fires of 
torture,” it added. 

Security sources said it was 
not exactly dear immediately 
how the gunmen had tracked 
down Khayrat to his house but 
the attack was another sign 
that militants might have pene- 
trated Egypt’s security forces. 


It was an army lieutenant in 
an official parade who assassin- 
ated the late President Anwar 
Sadat in 1981. Last month, 
Egypt executed an army officer 
and two army conscripts for 
planting explosives at an air- 
base in readiness for a visit by 
President Hosni Mubarak. 

The attackers escaped but 
abandoned the motorcycle 
some distance from the scfcne 
of the attack. Police said pas- 
sers-by took the registration 

number the car. 

The attack also came as a 
reminder that militants could 
still operate beyond the south- 
ern province of Assiyut, scene 
of most of Egypt’s militant 
violence, despite police crack- 
downs and a string of military 
trials and executions. 

The Gamaa has killed 
dozens of policemen in Assiyut 
this year out its only recent 
operations in Cairo have been 
a series of bombs at banks 
which ignore the Islamic ban 
on usury- 

Emergency law extended 

President Mubarak issued a 
decree Monday renewing for 
three more years the emergen- 
cy law that gives the govern- 
ment broad powers against ex- 
tremists. 

The decree requires par- 
liamentary approval, but pas- 
sage was virtually certain since 
Mr. Mubarak’s National 
Democratic Party has an over- 
whelming majority. 

Opposition party officials 
immediately criticised the 
move, saying the emergency 
law has actually led to escalat- 
ing violence. 

“Thousands of innocent 
people who were arrested be- 
cause of such a law turned to 
. violence because of their great 
feelings of injustice,” said 
Abdul Hamid Barakat of the 
Islamiooriented Labour Party. 

The emergency law, adopted 
when Mr. Mubarak came to 
power after foe slaying of Pres- 
ident Sadat in 1981, has been 
criticised by Egyptian human 
rights advocates and interna- 
tional groups such as Amnesty 
International. 

- 'The law allows' detention ’ 
•without specific charges and' 
arrests under such vague 
accusations Ss suspicion of en- 
* dangering public order. It also 
allows the president to reject 
court verdicts and order ret- 
rials. 

Although foe government 
maintains widespread arrests 
have curbed foe extremists, 
several police are lolled each 
week in foe radicals' stronghold 
in southern Egypt. 


Finally, bulls-eye for ethnic Cyprus reconciliation 


NICOSIA (AP) — Peace en- 
voys have come and gone, 
flummoxed at the futility of 
trying to bring Turkish Cyp- 
riots and Greek Cypriots 
together to resolve one of the 
most stubborn ethnic conflicts 
in the Middle East. 

But on Sunday, busloads of 
nominal enemies gathered 
here for an unconventional 
peacemaking bid. darts in 
hand. 

“We came here to play darts 
and to prove that we can be 
together,” said Mustafa Bol- 
kaner. a used car dealer from 
the Turkish Cypriot half. 

The first all Cyprus darts 
tournament was also the first 
major sporting event between 
the two communities since the 
east island gained independ- 
ence from Britain in 1960. 
according to organiser Tom 
Thoupos. 

Forty Turkish Cypriot darts 
players and scores of friends 
and fans trooped through 
barbed-wire barricades at the 
U.N. -administered checkpoint 
to line up against 88 Greek 
Cypriot chaTlengers at Nico- 


sia’s Hilton Hotel. 

The tournament was in- 
tended to show that ordinary 
people — car mechanics and 
cooks, salesmen and secretar- 
ies — do not care much about 
the so-called “Cyprus prob- 
lem," which day in day out 
dominates political debate on 
both sides of the fence. 

“If you leave the politics 
aside, the people of Cyprus can 
get along quite easily, because 
we're all children or the same 
country," said Turkish Cypriot 
wheat farmer AUcan Kabakci. 

Turkey invaded and occu- 
pied the northern third of the 
island in 1974, ostensibly to 
protect the Turkish Cypriot 
minority, following years of 
ethnic strife that started with 
independence. 

More than 1,000 U.N. 
peacekeepers now patrol the 
green line. 180 kilometres of 
barbed wire cutting across a 
small island nation. 

But while the peacekeepers 
have managed to prevent a 
major recurrence of violence,- 
the rival communities have so 
far repudiated most peace 


• proposals brought by U.N. 
secretary-generals and "U.S. 
and European diplomats. 

The Greek Cypriots, led by 
President Glafcos Clerides, re- 
fuse to recognise the Turkish 
Cypriots’ breakaway state, ' 
proclaimed in 1983. The Tur- 
kish Cypriots, led by Rauf De- 
nktash, say they fell safer with 
an estimated 35,000 Turkish 
troops to bolster their claim of 
independence. 

But politics, let alone ethnic 
hatred, seemed all but forgot- 
ten by people who are taught 
to despise each other as they 
mingled and chatted like long 
lost friends. 

“It’s great to talk about 
where you're from, what it’s 
like on the other ride these 
days," said Greek pub owner 
Akis Souteriou. 

Since foe invasion, the only 
chance he and others have had 
to meet Turkish Cypriots was 
on trips to London, or New 
York, where many ex pad rates 
live as neighbours. 

“The funny thing is that out- 
side Cyprus our two communi- 
ties have no problem," said 


Mr. Souteriou. “We feel like 
brothers." 

There bave been earlier 
attempts to bring together in- 
tellectuals, artists and other 
influential figures. 

‘But Mr. Thoupos, a Greek 
dart shop owner, said that foe 
darts tourney was the first such 
opportunity -for ordinary, 
“blue-collar” Cypriots. 

“At the end of the day,” said * 
Mr. Thoupos, “these people 
are not the cause of the 
problem." 

Dartboard diplomacy grew 
out of a modest idea of Austra- 
lian peacekeeper Doug Child, 
who invited several players for 
a couple informal games in the 
U.N. buffer zone last year. 

Sergeant Child, who’s been 
posted back home, could not 
have known what a bulls-eve 
he had hit. 

Hundreds of spectators and 
newspeople showed up for 
Sunday^ marathon knockout 
competition organised by Mr 
Thoupos and Turkish darts 
lover Akin KemaJ. 

Many also volunteered in a 
blood drive for sufferers of 
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thalassemia, or Mediterranean 
anemia, a hereditary disease 
among peoples of foe region. 

The bags of blood will be 
mixed to conceal the ethnicity 
of foe donors and shipped to 
hospitals on both sides of foe 
fence, foe organisers said. 

But not all attempts to keep 
politics out of the game found 
their target. 

The use of the proper names, 
of the Greek and Turkish dart 
player’s associations was ban- 
ned, because that could be 
interpreted as a Greek Cypriot 
acknowledgement of Turkish 
Cypriot statehood. 

In the end it was a clean 
sweep for foe Greek Cypriots, 
who took home foe torphies 
for first place and three 
runner-up. 

But even before the start of 
play it was widely acknow- 
ledged the Greek Cypriots 
were stronger in foe sport 
which the British bequeathed 
the island. 

“It doesn’t matter who 
wins,” said Mr. Kemal, “be- 
cause today Cypnis wins.” 
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Crown Prince encourages study of 
former education policies, new methods 

Bt Natodia DnlrL.- i i __ • ■ . .. ... r ■ i ■ ■ • ■ . 


By Natasha Bukhari 

SpedaJ to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan 
Monday urged all educa- 
tionalists to seek the cotm- 
try s best interest by develop- 
ing 811 inclusive programme 

to cater for society's mrellec- 
tual, social and economic 
needs. 

"We need to reconsider 
the effectiveness of former 
policies to find their defects,” 
said Prince Hassan at a semi- 
nar to assess the progress of 
the National Education 
Strategy charted in 1987. To 
that end he called on the 
participants in the “Educa- 
tional Development — 
Second Stage” seminar to 
start reeducating themselves 
and develop awareness of the 
^practicality of bureaucratic 
policies in education and the 
need to implement methods 
of education that would pro- 
vide a solid foundation for a 
“Jordanian school” that is 
capable of challenging exter- 
nal aggression. 

“It is everyone's duty to 
work towards an all- 
encompassing aim for prog- 
ress," said the Crown Prince. 

He also discussed the prob- 


lems of unemployment 
among many of the country’s 
youth and urged intellectuals 
to start a campaign to spread 
awareness of market forces in 
Jordan explaining the coun- 
try’s need for labour skills. 

"This initiative is linked to 
our goals,” said Prince Has- 
san, pointing to the country’s 
responsibility towards econo- 
mic reforms and its agree- 
ments with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). 

The Crown Prince stressed 
the need to “contain this 
problem” by ridding citizens 
of their complex concerning 
worthy professions and mis- 
conceptions of what a good 
education means. 

Superficial assessments 
linked to quantity rather than 
quality govern people's 
choice of their line of educa- 
tion, be said, citing as evi- 
dence the number of unem- 
ployed lawyers and doctors in 
the country and the import of 
foreign labour. 

Minister of Education 
Khaled Omari concluded the 
two-day seminar by present- 
ing participants with 90 re- 
commendations on impro- 
ving the National Education 
Strategy. 

The first session, Monday, 


dealt with the reality of 
education in Jordan and dis- 
cussed the need to improve 
standards of educationalists’ 
naming. 

Ministry officials argued 
that lack of funds was a major 
obstacle to providing good 
training. 

“Only 12 per cent of the 
ministry’s funds is specified 
for operational program- 
mes,” said Dr. Omari. 

The minister also toadied 
upon reasons behind the fai- 
lure of training programmes 
to achieve the desired results. 
He said that the ministry was 
hasty :n implementing the 
programme and that it did 
not take its time in setting a 
strategy for proper imple- 
mentation. 

Mohammad Asaira, of the 
Ministry of Education, pre- 
sented a paper discussing the 
administrative and technical 
difficulties of training prog- 
rammes which mainly re- 
volved around the lack of 
specialists compounded by 
financial restrictions that do 
not allow for providing tech- 
nical equipment to aid the 
process of education. 

The final paper of the 
seminar presented by Thou- 
qan Obeidat addressed edu- 


cational supervision, which 
he described as being full of 
contradictions and sur- 
rounded by obstacles. 

He said supervisors re- 
ceived minim al training, and 
the achievements of super- 
visors were few. 

Meanwhile, participants 
agreed that to implement a 
successful training and qual- 
ifying programme in the 
country, a new policy based 
on decentralisation should be 
adopted to make room for 
flexible arrangements to 
serve different areas based on 
priorities and the different 
needs of institutions in a- 
rious parts of the country. 

The two-day seminar was 
concluded Monday with what 
participants described as a 
feeling that vital issues on 
education were discussed and 
that a more progressive poli- 
cy will be adopted for a more 
successful educational 
scheme that 'dll help educa- 
tionalists in their quest for 
the "right” formula for the 
country's progress. 

“I am pleased with the 
level of interaction and feet 
that we now spt. *. a common 
language, which will help us 
find solutions for our prob- 
lems,” said Dr. Omari. 


Turkey values economic ties with Mideast 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A senior Turkish 
official held high-level talks 
here Monday on the Middle 
East peace process and bilater- 
al relations and said later Ank- 
ara attaches much i mpo r t ance 
to developing economic coop- 
eration among the countries of 
the Middle East. 

Ozdem Sanberk, under- 
secretary of the Turkish Fore- 
ign Ministry, said his talks here 
also covered the strife in for- 
mer Yugoslavia as well as the 
implications for Turkey and 
Jordan of the continuing inter- 
national sanctions against Iraq. 

"Since Jordan plays a crucial 
role in the ongoing Middle 
East peace process, the Jorda- 
nian side elaborated in detail 
tigs particular; issued Mr. -Saafcr- 
berk told the Jordan Times > 
after talks with Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali and 
Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Talal A1 Hassan. 

Describing the talks as very 
fruitful, the Turkish official 
said there were “no problems 
whatsoever between Turkey 
and Jordan on the bilateral 
level,” and that “we noted 
with satisfaction that our visas 
concerning the international as 
well as regional issues are 
widely converging." 

The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said Minister Hassan 
and Mr. Sanberk reviewed 
progress in the peace process 
and the implementation of 


U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions 242 and 338. 

Mr. Hassan briefed Mr. San- 
berk on the continued siege on 
the port of Aqaba and reaf- 
firmed Jordan’s call for an end 
to the damaging inspections of 
all ships bound for Jordan. 

In his interview with the 
Jordan Times, Mr. Sanberk 
restated his country’s stand 
that Iraq should abide by Un- 
ited Nations Security Council 
resolutions. “Iraq must adopt a 
clear stand to give confidence 
to her neighbour Kuwait,” he 
said. 

At the same time, he said, 
the embargo on Iraq continues 
to hurt the people of Iraq. 

"It has alio created a very 
heavy economic burden for 
Turkey,” said the official, 
whose country has been caning 
for appeasing of-jthe sweeping . 
44-month-old international 
sanctions against itSheighbour. ' 

“The same problem also ex- 
ists for Jordan,” he said of the 
impact of the sanctions. “We 
hope that the point for lifting 
the embargo would be reached 
soon. Cooperation between 
Iraq and the U.N. most be 
intensified to this end. 

“The U.N. long-term moni- 
toring programme (of Iraq’s 
weapons) most be put fully 
into practice without delay and 
be effectively implemented in 
order that the oil embargo is 
lilted,” be said. 

Answering a question, the 
Turkish official said the out- 
come of recent municipal elec- 


tions in Turkey where Islamic 
activists put up a strong show- 
ing had no impact on the secu- 
lar principles that the country 
was founded on. 

“In the modern Turkey 
founded by Ataturk, Turks are 
devout, as always, and the 
religion is perceived as an indi- 
vidual choice, an individual ’ 
realisation of oneself,” he said. 

“Islam is not reduced in its 
political dimension end ... the 
results (of the elections) reflect 
not the religious expression of 
the individuals but their poli- 
tical preferences within the 
normal functioning of a multi- 
party democratic system,” Mr. 
Sanberk said. 

He said Turkey, which is 
waging a war against the separ- 
atist- Kurdish -Labour -Party 
(PKK) in the southeast, 

' waited '“her- partner?' and 
netgbboun^io- abide-by 'their 
commitments not to give shel- 
ter to those who resort to 
indiscriminate separatist vio- 
lence.” 

The official conceded that 
the Kurdish problem has led to 
disputes between Turkey and 
some of the European contries 
which have accused Ankara of 
violating human rights in its 
battle against the PKK. 

But, he said, several coun- 
tries have in Europe as well as 
the U.S. itself “declared (the 
PKK) a terrorist organisa- 
tion,” and France and Ger- 
many had banned PKK activi- 
ties in their territories. 


“It is obvious that terrorism 
is a gross violation of human- 
rights and is aimed at the same 
time at the destruction of fun- 
damental aspec of freedom 
and democracy,' 1 he said. 

Mr. Sanberk said Turkey ex- 
pects the Middle East peace 
process to create a better 
atmosphere for regional eco- 
nomic cooperation. 

In this a context, be said, a 
“peace pipeline" project — 
which will bring Turkish water 
to the Gulf states and others in 
the region — “is still on the 
table.” 

“It can only be materialised 
should the countries of the 
region see its realisation in 
their interest and effectively 
participate in their realisa- 
tion,” added- Mr. Sanberk, in 
an apparent reference to the 
financing" needed for the pro- 
ject.- 

When it was first proposed 
several years ago, the project 
was estimated to cost about 
S12 billion. Revised estimates 
put the cost at between S15 
million and S20 million. 

In Ankara on Monday, visit- 
ing Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres said Turkish and 
Israeli experts would look into 
the possibility of various pro- 
jects for the shipment of water 
from Turkey to Israel. One 
idea is that water from Man- 
avgat River could be carried in 
plastic containers and floated 
on the Mediterranean to 
Israel. 


Veterinarians to stage 1-day sit-in, 
demand 90% professional allowance 


By Elia Nasraliah 
Iordan Tunes Staff Reporter 
VMMAN — Jordanian Veter- 
narians are expected to hold a 
uief sit-in today to back de- 
nands for better pay and are 
ilanning a full-day strike on 
Vpril 23 if their demands are 
lot met by then, according to 
ordan Veterinarians Associa- 
ion (JVA) President Ahmad 
Ijlouni. 

Dr. Ajiouni told the Jordan 
iimes that 150 veterinarians 
mployed by the government, 
nd backed by colleagues from 
he private sector which em- 
iloys 300 veterinarians, will 
Cage a march from the Profess- 
ional Association Complex in 
hmeisani to the Prime Minis- 
sr’s office at the Fourth Circle . 
rhere the association plans to 
and over its demands to the 


government. The JVA is 
asking for a 90 per cent profes- 
sional allowance up from 60 
per cent. 

“We have been pressing this 
demand since 1992 to ensure 
that veterinarians get allo- 
wances on the same footing 
with their colleagues in the 
medical, dentistry and en- 
gineering professions em- 
ployed by government agen- 
cies and mmriripalmes in Jor- 
dan,” said Dr. Ajiouni. 

“The previous government 
of Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker had promised to 
address our grievances, but no- 
thing was done, and under the 
present government we made a 
similar request and were prom- 
ised that a solution to the 

problem would soon be forth- 
coming,” said Dr. Ajiouni. 


“Indeed we had originally 
planned a sit-in on Feb. 6, 
1994, but were promised by 
Deputy Prime Minister Maan 
Atm Nowar that the problem 
was being settled as the Civil 
Service Commission (CSC) has 
recommended to the finance 
ministry to pay us the full 
allowance which would cost 
the treasury JD 50,000 a year, 
and so we deferred the sit-in, 
but to no avail,” said Dr. 
Ajiouni. 

Warning that the national 
economy would be badly hit. 
Dr. Ajiouni said that a large 
sector of the supply market 
and the poultry industry are 
among the main sectors to be 
affected by a veterinarians* 
strike. 


me 


UAVi 

“An importer of meat called 
* today to say that a large 


shipment of fresh meat was 
arriving in Jordan Tuesday; 
but with the vets sit-in a great 
deal of harm would be done to 
the meat market" he said. 

Representatives of other 
associations will support the 
veterinarians in their sit-in and 
their strike later this month, 
according to Dr. Ajlonni. 

He said that the JVA, which 
was established in 1972, is re- 
sorting to union action for the 
first time, and after exhausting 
all other avenues to ensure the 
rights of its members. 

“Should the government fail 
to respond favourably to our 
demands” he warned the asso- 
ciation board would hold an 
emergency meeting to deride 
on an open-ended strike which 
could have a “devastating 
effect” on the economy. 


Economic council reviews 5-year-plan, 
focuses on unemployment, says Anani 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Eco- 
nomic Consultative Council 
(ECC) Monday met to review 
the implementation of the 
1993-1997 Five-Year Develop- 
ment Plan and focused mainly 
on the unemployment prob- 
lem, according to* Information 
Minister Jawad Anani. 

Speaking after the meeting, 
held under the chairmanship of 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali, Dr. Anani said that the 
council considers unemploy- 
ment as one of the most 
dangerous issues faring the 
Jordanian economy adding 
that the Council of Ministers 
has submitted a related work- 
ing paper to the ECC in order 
that this problem be addressed 
in the five-year plan. 

Unemployment problems 
require thorough debate be- 
cause they span all inputs to 
the labour market, such as 
education and workers' need, 
said Dr. Anani. 

According to the minister. 
Dr. Majali underlined the need 
to employ local workers in 
socio-economic development 
projects, stressing the import- 
ance of preliminary and 
appropriate vocational train- 
ing. 

He quoted the prime minis- 
ter as saying that the govern- 
ment, in its bid to curtail un- 
employment, would introduce 
an amendment to the Labour 



Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali Monday chairs a meeting of the Economic Consultative 
Council (Petra photo) 


Law allowing for the establish- 
ment of an “employment in- 
stitution.” 

Dr. Anani explained that 
this institution, which would be 
set up in cooperation with the 
private sector, should be able 
to provide information con- 
cerning the work force. 

Furthermore, the prime 
minister has said that the gov- 


ernment would utilise state 
funds to finance development 
schemes that would create job 
opportunities in the country, 
said Dr. Anani. 

The minister also quoted Dr. 
Anat as saying that the state 
universities would be given a 
greater measure of independ- 
ence and would be granted 
freedom in enrolling students. 


The ECC session Monday, 
according to Dr. Anani. also 
tackled a number of questions 
related to Housing matters and 
scheduled another meeting 
early next month to follow up 
discussions on the unemploy- 
ment question and to study a 
proposed taxation system in. 
Jordan as prepared by eco- 
nomist Abdullah Al Malki. 


Limited water sources, population needs 
form dangerous imbalance, says minister 


AMMAN (Petra) - • Minister 
of Water and ..rigation 
Hisham Al Khatib Monday 
said Jordan's limited surface 
and underground water 
sources have caused an imba- 
lance in the equation of 
sources population. 

The Kingdom’s water 


sources are clearly unable to 
cope with the population 
growth and the vertical expan- 
sion in farming and industries, 
said the minister in opening a 
meeting by the committees im- 
plementing two U.N. -funded 
projects in the Middle East 
region. 


Georgian team seeks 
trade office site 


By fan Atallah and 
Elia Nasraliah 

SpedaJ to die Jordan Times 
AMMAN — Amman- is one 
of three potential sites for the 
locations! thti'office ofGeor- 
gia’s trade representative to 
the Syrian-Palestinian region, 
according to sources at the 
Amman chambers of industry 
and commerce. 

"This is very important for 
us. Georgia is on the Black 
Sea, and through them we 
can conduct a good deal of 
trade with the Common- 
wealth of Independent States 
(CIS),” said Abdul Noor 
Habaybeh, the secretary- 
general of the Amman 
Chamber of Industry. 

“Only a few c juntries have 
ports on the Black Sea, and 
.laving Georgia's trade repre- 
sentative here would facili- 
tate transport in that region 
as well as trade.” said Mr. 
Habaybeh. 

A delegation of four Geor- 
gian representatives, headed 
by Vasili Chichinadze, who is 
an economic advisor to Geor- 
gia’s President Edouard She- 
vardnadze, visited Jordan on 
Sunday and Monday as part 
of a three -country tour that 
includes Lebanon and Syria. 

Mr. Habaybeh said the 
Georgian government aimed 
to open the trade office for 
the region by the beginning 
of June, and that the other 
potential sites were in Leba- 
non and Syria. 

“The Lebanese are ahead 
of us,” said Mr. Habaybeh 

"The Georgians have 
already come from there with 
promises from the Lebanese 
government in hand. We 
have to contact our own gov- 
ernment ministers.” 

But, he said, Amman still 
had a “good opportunity” to 
be the site for the trade 
office. "And I believe we 
should give them the neces- 


sary facilities to attract 
them," said Mr. Habaybeh. 

Available statistics show 
that currently trade between 
Jordan and Georgia is almost 
nonexistent, said Faten Hat- 
tar, the head of the Research 
Department at the Federa- 
tion of Jordanian Chambers 
of Commerce (FJCC). 

Still FJCC researcher 
Odeh S weiss, who met with 
the delegation, said the 
Georgians appeared to be 
“wanting to open up a new 
era of economic relations 
with the Middle East re- 
gion." 

According to Amin Hus- 
seini, secretary general of the 
FJCC, Georgia also hopes to 
initiate trade, tourism ex- 
changes and joint ventures 
through such a trade centre. 

Georgia produces wood 
products and steel and boasts 
tourist attractions on the 
shores of its Black Sea; it also 
hopes to attract Jordanian 
businesspersons to launch 
joint ventures in fanning and 
industry by benefiting from 
Georgia's inexpensive labour 
force, said the FJCC chief. 

Mr. Husseini said he 
briefed Mr. Chichinadze on 
the climate of investments in 
the Kingdom and the incen- 
tives which the government 
offers to investors. 

Mr. Habaybeh said that 
the Chamber of Industry had 
also discussed with the Geor- 
gians the possibilities of 
opening up a Jordanian trade 
centre in Georgia and staging 
'exhibitions of Jordanian com- 
modities in the country. 

Besides the Amman 
Chamber of Industry and the 
FJCC, the Georgian team 
held talks with officials at the 
Ministry of Industry and 
Trade and the Amman 
Chamber of Commerce. 

The Toup leaves Jordan 
today, said Mr. Habaybeh. 


Dr. Khatib said over- 
pumping and over-use of water 
resources is endangering the 
existence of these water 
sources in the region. 

ne said Jordan is conducting 
field studies and exploring new 
water sources and developing 
existing ones in "rder to meet 
increasing demands. 

Referring to the U.N.- 
funded projects, he said these 
scheme a are of major signifi- 
cance because they aim at 
further bolstering relations 
among nations of the region 
through the exchange of in- 
formation which, he added, 
would ultimately lead to the 


establishment of water data 
bank. 

Delegates represented on 
the committees come from Jor- 
dan. Syria, Iraq. Morocco. 
Tunisia and Algeria. 

The two U.N. -funded pro- 
jects deal with the manage- 
ment of water resources and- 
the management of a regional 
network for water and irriga-. 
lion. ; 

The U.N. regional coordina- 
tor for the projects. Kamel 
Zawaideh. told the meeting* 
that the first project, which - 
would take four years to imple- 
ment, was expected to cost! 
JD 1.154 million. 


Police arrest 4 men in 
coffee-house shooting 


By Rana Husseini 

SpedaJ to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Amman police 
Sunday arrested four men in 
their mid-twenties in connec- 
tion with a shooting incident 
during an illegal card game, a 
police report said. 

According to the report, 
the men were gambling in a 
coffee-house (name with- 
held) on Al Misdar Street in 
the Wihdat area about mid- 
day. 

The report said that one of 
the four men lost a large 
amount of money during the 
game and refused to pay the 
other players. 

A witness told police that 
an argument erupted be- 
tween the four and turned 
into a fist fight. Then one of 
the men drew a gun and shot 


several times at the man who 
had refused to pay his debt, 
said the witness. 

He said only one bullet 
actually struck the victim, hit- 
ting him in the knee. 

When police arrived at the 
coffee shop, the men fled. 
After a short chase, the offi- 
cials apprehended one of the 
alleged gamblers, who later, 
police said, confessed to the 
shooting and told police the 
whereabouts of the other 
three suspects. 

Police retrieved a $100 
counterfeit note from one of 
the suspects. 

The authorities did not re- 
lease the names of the sus- 
pects, their actual ages nor 
any other details, and said 
they were investigating the 
incident. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


dramas 

sneare’s play “The Taming of the Shrew” at Al 
a Ben Talal Auditorium, University of Jordan at 5:00 

. entitled “A Touch Of Spring” (to be preceded by a 
[ and dinner party) at the Hotel Inter.Confinental at 

m. 

IT5 EUROPE PROGRAMME 

slon programme in French .entitled ['W*™ De 
^ the French Cultural Centre at 6:00 pan. 

EXHIBITIONS 

., kMm hv Jordanian and Lebanese artists 
'jg^^Sjehad AtoSuto^at Alia Art Gallery 
-1330* 15:00-18:00) (TeL 639303). 

^ pghlbition by artist Bnrhan Saleh Mohammad at 


the Phoenix Gallery for Art and Cnfture (Tel. 695291). 

it Book exhibilioD at the International Exhibition Centre, 
University Road. 

it Engraving exhibition by artist Jean-Pierre Pincemin at the 
French Cultural Centre. 

ft Exhibition entitled “Modern and Old Ceramics and Glass” 
by artists Homed Rushed and ftnan Khalifcfa at Goethe- 
Instrtal. 

it Exhibition by German artist AHona at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

it Photo exhibition entitled “Spring Breezes From Jordan” by 
Dr. Znhair Mohsen at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

ir Exhi bition by Jordanian and Iraqi artists at the Italian 
Language Centre (!fc00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.) (Tel. 669348) 

it Exhibition by Egyptian artist Shaiabtya Ibrahim at Baiadna 
Art Gallary (TeL 678589). 

ir Exhibition of spring painting s by Dr. All Al Ghoul at Orbli 
Art Gallery (Td. 826932). 


NEWS HOUR 

ir ABC Weekly News Highlights and the MacNefl-Lehrer 
- News Hour at the American Caster at 5:00 p.m. 

POETRY RECITAL 

ir Poetry recital by poet Ahmad Al Khatib at the Phoenix 
Gallery for Art and Culture at 7:00 p.m. 

LECTURES 

TV Lecture in Arabic entitled ‘‘Can We Set a New Arab 
Strategy After tin Gulf War Disaster?” by former Syrian 
Minister of Labour and Social Affairs Ahmad Abdul 
Karim at Abdul Hameed Sboman Foundation in Jabal 
Amman at 6:00 p.m. 

ir Lecture entitled “Elections in Germany** by Mr. Hermann 
Wtfngarfz at Goeche-Znstitnt at 6:30 p.m. 



A TOUCH OF SPRING: The British Airways Theatre 
cast of “A Touch of Spring** beams with the season’s 
fresh-cut blossoms for a photo opportunity. The troupe 
will be on stage for three nights beginning tonight to 
perform a comedy which producer Derek Nimmo culls a 
“gentle love story of two people under adverse circumst- 
ances.” The curtain will go up at the Intercontinental 
Hotel. 


^/E^AINl^UREMT 

variation 

Summer 1994 

Badia Boutique 

Extension of Rainbow St. - Safadi Mosque 
Tel: 657094 
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Pivotal role for a great friend 


AUSTRIAN PRESIDENT Thomas Klestil’s 
state visit to Jordan is a welcome develop- 
ment in Austrian- Jordanian relations. The 
Jordanian leadership has enjoyed the best 
of relations with the leadership in Vienna in 
the past decades. 

These exceptionally good relations be- 
tween Amman and Vienna did not take 
roots in vacuum. Ever since the end of 
World War II and the emergence of Austria 
as a neutral state at the outset of the cold 
war era that characterised relations be- 
tween the major powers of the world, the 
various Austrian governments succeeded in 
playing one of the most constructive and 
positive jroles not only as far as the Arab- 
Israeli conflict is concerned but also with 
regard to other flash points In other places 
in the world. Of particular significance was 
Vienna’s capacity to Improve contacts be- 
tween the developed and developing nations 
ait a time when the gap between the North 
and the South was steadily increasing. In 
recognition of this masterful performance, 
Vienna was chosen as the seat for the third 
biggest centre for international organisa- 
tions after New York and Geneva. When 
the international community decided to 
convene a world conference on Human 
Rights last year, there was near unanimity 
that Vienna should host such a gathering. 
Last June was the occasion when the World 
Conference on Human Rights: was held in the 
U.N. complex In Vienna and Austria made 
great contributions for its success. 


The choice of Austria as head of the 
multilateral working group on water- 
sharing in the Middle East is also a living 
testimony to the central position that Au- 
stria occupies in the search for a permanent 
and just peace in the region. Vienna, in 
fact, has always lent support to peace 
overtures in the region. Still this is only one 
aspect of the bilateral relations between the 
two countries. The other dimension is no 
less important and found repeated express-, 
ion in the aftermath of the Gulf crisis when 
Jordan could rely on Austrian friendship 
and understanding. Vienna stood by Jordan 
in those trying days and maintained with it 
the best of cooperation and coordination. 


And with Austria near to joining the 
European Union, its pivotal role in shaping 
the future relations between Europe and the 
Middle East is bound to be met with greater 
Appreciation from all sides. This is due to 
Austria’s ability to demonstrate time and 
again a steady outlook on events and 
developments in the area that reflect sober 
appraisal of the factors that contribute to. 
tension in the region. With the peace 
process on the Arab-Israeli conflict still too 
far from accomplishing its goals, there is 
always room for positive interventions by- 
Austria to save the quest for peace in the 
Middle East from doom and make sure it is 
hot derailed. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A COLUMNIST in Ai Ra’i Arabic daily said Monday that the 
United States is escalating its pressure on Jordan at this 
moment through the continued siege on Aqaba because 
-Jordan is adhering firmly to its agenda on the talks with Israel 
and demanding that questions like water and refugees be 
Settled in full. The U.S. wants the Kingdom to respond to 
-Israel's demands and conclude a separate peace treaty with 
Ssrael immediately without any pre-conditions, something 
■which the Kingdom can by no means do, said Fahed Al Fanek. 
The U.S.-led forces imposed the siege on Aqaba in 1990 under 
the pretext of preventing goods from reaching Iraq and the 
blockade has continued for the sole purpose of pressuring 
Jordan into accepting Israel's terms for a separate peace, 
. -added the writer. He said that Jordan is committed to peace in 
the region but it would resist the continued blockade on its 
‘.only port. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khoun 


The family as ideological opportunity 

V cnpiAtieS! and we have much to offer th 


THIS YEAR has been designated by the United Nations as 
the Internationa] Year of the Family, which most countries 
around the world will mark, as we have in Jordan, by awarding 
certificates of recognition to individuals and organisations that 
have contributed in some way to the promotion and strengthen- 
ing of the family unit. This is a useful but insufficient gesture, 
for I believe that it behoves us to recognise and to address the 
issue of the family in the broader global social, political and 
even civilisationa! context that it deserves. 

While the family unit is the universal expression of social 
organisation and communal/individual identity, the very wide 
range of family organisation throughout the world also makes 
the family an important element in the particularities that 
differentiate cultures from one another. The United Nations 
documentation on the International Year of the Family notes 
three basic types of families — nuclear, extended and 
reorganised — with each group further being subdivided into 
several smaller sub-groups. The extended family, for example, 
includes three-generation, kinship, tribal and polygamous 
families; the nuclear family comprises biological, social, 
one-parent, adoptive and in vitro families; and the reorganised 
family includes remarried, community living, and same-gender 
families. 

The vast social and economic changes that define modem 
societies, in the north and south alike, mean' that many 
traditional assumptions about the family have to be reassessed 
in order for ^societies to be able to meet the challenges of 
development, and governance they face. Recent research 
suggests, for example, that our assumptions on the prevalence 
-of the extended family in the Arab World may be out of date, 
as perhaps a majority of Arab households are now nuclear 
families and many are single-parent and female-headed. This 
trend will continue, in view of the brisk pace of urbanisation 
and_ industrialisation in our region. 

The transformation of the Arab World within just two 
decades from a predominantly agrarian, extended family 
culture to one that is composed mainly of urban nuclear 
families has enormous implications for many sectors, including 
the economy, social stability, the status and condition of 
women and even national values and political governance. The 
strength of the family unit is largely responsible for the relative 
cohesion of Arab society in the wake of the massive social and 
economic changes that we have experienced in the last half a 
century. Some Arab societies that have recently suffered 
profound economic and political stress, such as Lebanon, 
Palestine, Kuwait, Iraq, Yemen, Somalia, Algeria and Egypt, 
have maintained their social fabric largely because of the 
strength of the family unit. 

The composition of the family and its decision-making role 
in society also reflect broader political values that must be 
taken into consideration within the wider context of interac- 
tion between different cultures and civilisations. In this 
respect, we in the Arab World should celebrate the Interna- 
tional Year of the Family in a more decisive manner that 
bnilds on our considerable strengths. 

The Arab World has many problems and challenges, but it 
also has strengths and attributes of which it can be proud. The 
.enduring role of the family as a factor for stability is one of 
-these strengths. Not only can it be highlighted this year, but it .. 
can also be projected as a source of vitality and composure in a 
world seeking more coherence and responsiveness in basic 


structures of social organisation. . 

• Many Western democracies and northern industrialised 
societies are grappling with serious social problems that are 
manifested in drug usage, violence, sexual deviance, 
homelessness, health needs, education, care of the elderly and 
crime. We suffer proportionately fewer and less severe 
pressures in these fields, mainly because our strong family unit 
provides the nurturing and support that are the natural 
.antidote to individuals who engage in self-destructive and 
socially disruptive behaviour. 

It is interesting to note how Western politicians, especially 
in the United States and England, have tried to gain political 
advantage from promoting the strengths of the traditional 
family. American politicians speak routinely of “family 
values” and the British Conservative Party has mounted a less 
than impressive campaign to reemphasise the theme of “back- 
to basics.” 

In both these cases. Western politicians have not gotten far 
because the baric forces in their societies emphasise mdividua] 
rights and benefits, rather than the valne of cohesive families. 
Our culture, by contrast, remains steadfastly anchored in 
family values — the family being defined in its broadest 
manifestation of the extended family, the tribe, or the ethnic 
group. The parliamentary elections in Jordan last year and the 
recent experiences of Yemen, Lebanon and Somalia also 
indicate the prevailing strength of family and blood ties in the 
face of the shortcomings of the state and the central 
government. 

This distinction between) the family role in asserting 
collective Arab/Islaxnic identity and communal organisation, 
as opposed to the primacy of the individual in Western 
industrialised societies, is not only a sociological distinction. It 
is also at the heart of the ideological and political particular- • 
ities that differentiate the Orient from the Occident, and that 
may now expand in view of the dvilisational interaction we 
witness among cultures on a global basis. 

Many in the West sense that Western, Arab/Islamic and 
BucfobustyConfusian cultures are set for a period of prolonged 
competition and even confrontation, in the wake of the demise 
of Communism and the end of the cold war. The fact that 
cultures differ and adhere to distinct social values, does not 
necessarily mean that they must dash. In view of the 
International Year of the Family, it is appropriate to suggest 
that the subject of the family and its role in sodety can be 
developed as a point of constructive interaction between East 
and West, rather than a cause for confrontation. 

In the last two years we saw human rights and environmen- 
talism emerge intermittently as divisive issues among Eastern 
and Western cultures and next year the role of women may 
join this dub. The family should be spared such a fate in the . 
global marketplace of cultures and ideas ‘ The family is one of 
the few subjects in which the Arab/Islamic World enjoys 
comparative advantage with the industrialised West and in 
which we can offer the West some meaningful experiences and 
values. 

It would be constructive and productive for Arab/Islamic 
states to build on this advantage and to use the timeliness of 
.the family issue to engage the West in a series of mutually . 

. beneficial interactions on the subject. We have much to learn • 
from the West about issues such as democratisation, pluralism 
and the status of individuals and families in urban, consumer 
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basis of stable, humane 
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Despite civil war talk, S. Africa is no Bosnia 


By Kurt Schork 
Reuter 


JOHANNESBURG — Pre- 
dictions that a rising tide of 
violence in South Africa 
could spill into rivil war, 
drenching the country in a 
Bosnia-like bloodbath, 
ignore deep differences be- 
tween two nations where 
political change has meant 
sudden death for many inno- 
cents. 

South Africa's first all-race 
elections, scheduled for April 
26-28, will end 300 years of 
white minority domination. 

The nightmare scenario 
here has always been an 
apocalyptic confrontation be- 
tween whites reluctant to sur- 
render their privilege and 
blacks impatient with the 
slow pace of change. That 
showdown now appears un- 
likely. 

Polls show a majority of 
whites back elections ex- 
pected to replace President 
F.W. de Klerk with Nelson 
Mandela, leader of the Afri- 
can National Congress 
(ANC1. , w , 

Mr. Mandela and Mr. de 
Klerk, together, have charted 
course for a unitary, multi- 
racial South Africa, sailing 
agains t a global gale of ethnic 
separatism that has shattered 
former nation-states like 
Yugoslavia. 

Most recent victims of poli- 
tical violence in South Africa 
are blacks caught up in the 
bitter 10-year rivalry between 
Mr. Mandela's ANC and the 
Inkatha Freedom Party 


Predictions that violence in S. Africa 
could drench the country in a Bosnia- 
like bloodbath ignores realities on the 
ground. 


(IFP), of Zulu Chief Man- 
gosuthu Buthelezi. 

About 120 people died in a 
recent week of political vio- 
lence in Kwazuln and the 
surrounding province of Nat- 
al, borne for about eight mil- 
lion South Africans, 20 per 
cent of the population. 

Horrible as the deaths 
were, there is no comparison 
between South Africa's poli- 
tical murders, people picked 
off in ones ana twos by hand 
guns and hatchets, and the 
wholesale slaughter still 
going on in Bosnia. Heavy 
artillery kills far more effi- 
ciently than bullets or blades. 

The Bosnian capital of 
Sarajevo, population 
380,000. saw more than 550 
people killed in a single week 
of siege warfare in August 
1992. Over the past two years 

10.000 residents of that city 
have been killed and 50,000 
wounded. 

The independent Human 
Rights Commission counts 

9.000 South Africans killed 
between the start of 1992 and 
election-eve this year out of a 
population of almost 40 mil- 
lion. 

Mr. Buthelezi and the IFP 
say they are boycotting the 
April elections because South 
Africa's interim constitution 
does not provide enough 
autonomy for Zulus or their 


Kwazulu homeland. 

Ironical ly , Chief 
Buthelezi ’s demand for a 
separate Zulu nation reson- 
ates with that of right-wing 
Afrikaners who are insisting 
on an autonomous, white- 
controlled “Volkstaat.” 

Like ethnic separatists the 
world over, including those in 
Bosnia, Mr; Buthelezi and 
South Africa’s white right- 
wingers revel in memories of 
their peoples' past glories, 
portraying themselves as mis- 
understood victims of his- 
tory. 

Zulus wield “cultural 
■weapons” like spears and 
clubs at political demonstra- 
tions the same way Bosnian 
Serbs brandish Orthodox 
crosses over their battledress; 
as proud symbols of their 
identity and signs of militant 
opposition to a threatening 
political order. 

But where Bosnia disinte- 
grated, the South African 
Centre, a tentative coalition 
among moderate whites, 
blacks and Asians, appears 
set to hold. 

Rebel Serbs triumphed 
over Muslim-led government 
forces on Bosnia’s battle- 
fields because tbe Serb- 
dominated Conner Yugoslav 
army bequeathed them an 
overwhelming military 
advantage in heavy weapons. 


tanks and field artillery. 

South African separatists 
have gained no such advan- 
tage. Although some senior 
officials covertly support 
separatist forces, the bulk of 
the government and the army 
now seems fixmly committed 
to the success of national 
elections and a strong central 
government. 

Tbe South African De- 
fence Force (SADF) has in- 
tervened derisively against 
separatists in Bopbutbats- 
wana and kwazulu in recent 
weeks. Both Mr. de Klerk 
and Mr. Mandela vow elec- 
tions will proceed regardless 
of Mr. Buthelezi and the 
white right. 


It was Mr. de Klerk who 
released Mr. Mandela from 
prison after 27 years and 
broke the shackles of apar- 
theid, giving South African 
l P^ceful 

Since then 
Mr. Mandela has counselled 
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societies; and we have n 
maintain strong famDies 

^Wc would be remiss to mark the International Tear ofthe 
■ Family only through a superficial celebration °f noteworthy 
individuals and institutions. This is, rather, an °PPO^J^ to 
make our mark on the global stage of ideological and kntari 
interaction in a manner that also gains us greater pokucd and 
ideological respect. This is an overtly political opportunity that . 
allows us torevSe the terms of reference of the tnuautoonl 
political debate that sees Arab/Islamic culture assessed accord- 
ing to predominantly Western criteria i.e. Islam anddemocra- 
cy, Arab ism and pluralism, Middle/Far Eastern culture and 
human rights, developing countries and modern technological 

economies. , , 

Ttie Western world, especially the United States, dominates 
• the three main channels that are being used to mark the 
International Year of the Family: the media, the United 
Nations and the global scholarly community. This is not new. 

. Since the late 18 th century, the West has increasingly 
projected its political values, its governance systems, its social 
norms and its economic production systems not only as models 
for other countries to emulate, but also as standards against 
which other cultures should be judged. Our perspective, on 
the other hand, starts from a social base and a communal/ 
national experience that are thousands of years old. We and 
- the West share common moral values that are rooted in our 
Abrahamic religions and we share similar goals of individual 
dignity, national identity, material wellbeing and social stabil- 
ity. But we seek to attain those goals through different social 
systems and public political values. 

The family (perhaps with religious morality) offers the best 
available means of redressing the last several hundred years of 
East/West disequilibrium. Our political, social and intellectual 
leaders should recognise that today’s global focus on family 
provides a valuable opportunity to achieve two important 
goals: 1) To allow Arab/Islamic culture to regain its construc- 
tive, wholesome role as a contributor to the world's discussion 
of important ideas, and, 2) To forge new, mutually construc- 
tive political, intellectual and social interaction with a Western 
world that we have too often found ourselves confronting this 
century. 


Rami G. Khouri 
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LETTERS 


An infringement on 
common sense 


To tbe Editor? 


MRS. WOODWARD’S letter to the editor, “Foreign Chan- 
nel renamed," (Jordan Times, April 7) struck me as a gross 
infringement on common sense. 

Right from the beginning, and up to the end of the letter, 
Mrs. Woodward seems to indulge in imperative considerations 
and undisguised adversity to Arabic programme. As such, the 
writer of the letter refers, quite improperly, to Channel 2 of 
Jordan Television (JTV) as the "Foreign Channel," though to 
my knowledge. JTV runs two channels, namely JTV 1 and 
JTV 2 only. By labelling JTV 1 as the Arabic Channel and JTV 
2 as Foreign Qiannel, Mrs. Woodward adoptsjin. obtuse point 
of viewi disregarding completely the'impact of Arab sensibility 
and' spiritual structure' on any cultural event' taking place in 
Jordan. 

Mrs. Woodward jumps to conclusions and disputable 
generalisations, which are bound to collapse at any confronta- 
tion with the Jordanian public opinion. Although, I totally 
agree with Mrs. Woodward that the English subtitling of the 
series “End of a Brave Man" was far below any conceivable 
standards and frequent spelling mistakes ruined it, most JTV 
viewers liked and watched the series passionately when it was 
aired during Ramadan. If Mrs. Woodward and her friends 
have a different opinion, they are most welcome to voice it. 
Yet it would have been so much more considerate to avoid the 
definite derogatory tone of the comments and leave, eventual- 
ly, room for other opinions. Feasting on rhetoric and irony, 
Mrs. Woodward draws conclusions and makes all sorts of 
assumptions which lack solid ground. If Mrs. Woodward 
thought for a moment that out of the total JTV viewers more 
than two thirds are Arabs, she might have been somewhere 
doser to reality. Again Mrs. Woodward claims that nobody 
she knows used to watch the series. But by checking public 
opinion at random, one finds out that the series under 
discussion was one of the favourite 


senes 

. . _ items of the JTV 

programme during Ramadan. Moreover many JTV viewers 
videotaped the entire series. 

What Mrs. Woodward seems to have failed to understand, 
was *at the majority of JTV viewers did not depend on the 
poor, wrongly spelled English subtitles and found the series 
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Peace process in crisis 
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(Continued from page 1) 

process launched in Madrid in 
October 1991, “will realise 
bow dangerous and difficult it 
is ... that it is difficult for all 
those concerned.** 

“We have to have the vision, 
we have to have the determina- 
tion (and) we’ve got to have 
the help to move beyond this 
point, and on dearly defined 
lines towards a comprehensive 
settlement and towards resolv- 
ing thus problem once and for 
all; not cm one track alone, but 
on all tracks as soon as possi- 
ble" the King added. 

“We are at a very critical 
moment now," said the King. 
“Many of the hopes and 
aspirations of so many on 
either side of the divide were 
raised at a certain point are 
now passing through a critical 
phase of wondering where it is 
leading to,” the King said. 

“1 hope that we will see 
renewed efforts, serious and 
determined ... (and) all will 
react to save the peace process 
from wbat will be a disaster 
that is looming ahead. I hope 
that the United States of 
America and our friends in the 
world and certainly those im- 
mediately involved will realise 
that we are passing through a 
very difficult moment right 
now. 

“It is worth looking into 
alternatives because u this 
fails, then what is there except 



disaster for all?” said the King. 

President Klestil announced 
at the press c o nfe r e nce that his 
country would host a confer- 
ence of the three major 
monotheistic religions — 
Islam, Christianity and Juda- 
ism * — by the end of this year. 
The conference is mainly 
aimed at setting “the princi- 
ples" for an inter-faith dia- 
logue, and it is possible that 
the issue of Jerusalem win be 
raised during the forum, he 
said, adding that Austria was 
not the organiser of foe meet- 
ing. 

The King described as “very 
worrisome’’ the developments 
in former Yugoslavia, where 
North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nisation (NATO) planes on 
Sunday and Monday bombed 
Bosnian Serb positions besieg- 
ing Muslims. Noting that Jor- 
dan has contributed the second 
largest force to keeping peace 
in the troubled region, the 
King expressed hope that “the 
suffering of people” there 
would end soon. 

President Klestil, whose 
country chain the multilateral 
working group on Middle East 
water sharing, promised that 
Austria would continue to help 
the peace process. 

In the bilateral context, be 
said Austria stood ready to 
offer its expertise in the areas 
of water and energy to Jordan. 

Asked whether be felt confi- 
dent that talks during his cur- 


rent visit to Jordan would lead 
to concrete joist ventures. Dr. 
Klestil said; “The precondition 
is that there is a feeling that 
there win be peace and stabil- 
ity in the future. 

"Europe, I am sure, will 
take its share because peace 
and security in the Middle East 
means peace and security for 
Europe; tension in the region 
means tension for Europe. 
There is an absolute principal 
interest.” 

The King hosted a state din- 
ner in honour of President 
Klestil later Monday. 

In speeches ax the dinner, 
both leadets praised Austrian- 
Jordanian relations and ex- 
pressed hope that Vienna- 
Amman cooperation would 
continue to grow. 

The King reaffirmed bis 
commitment to democracy and 
said Jordan’s drive in this 
direction “is a true embodi- 
ment of our firm adherence to 
the values of freedom, equality 
and regard for human rights.” 

He said Jordan was commit- 
ted to achieving a just, durable 
and comprehensive peace in 
the Middle East based on the 
“application of resolutions 
based on international legi- 
timacy.” 

The King said real peace 
could not be nurtured ’in the 
absence of development and a 
decent standard of firing.” 

“The people of our region 


look to the international com- 
munity' — and especially the 
countries of Europe — to play 
a role in promoting economic 
development as a major cor- 
nerstone for a real and lasting 
peace,” the King said. 

In his speech. President 
Klestil said Austrians held the 
King in high esteem and attach 
special importance to their 
country’s relations with Jor- 
dan. “Despite their geog- 
raphical distance, both our 
countries have some remark- 
able features in common," he 
said. “Both are medium size 
and are located in sensitive 
regions prone to the influence 
of outside powers. 

“Therefore, both our coun- 
tries have always advocated 
negotiations and compromise 
as means to resolving conflicts, 
and cooperation and modera- 
tion as means to avoid them,” 
be said. 

Following are major ex- 
cerpts from Dr. Klestil's 
address: 

“Austria is proud of its his- 
torical ties with the Arab and 
the Islamic world. My country 
was the first in Europe to 
recognise Tslam as an official 
religion. To this very day, we 
are promoting the religious di- 
alogue. At present, there are 
almost a quarter of a million 
Muslims living in Austria, 
among them about 70,000 re- 
fugees from Bosnia- 
Hetzegorina. Next December, 
Austria will host a trialogue 
conference on “The Europe of 


Religions,” bringing together 

S jresematives or Christianity, 
am and Judaism. 

“It is against this back- 
ground that Austria follows 
very closely events in the Mid- 
dle East and takes an active 
part in contributing to a just 
and durable peace in the re- 
gion. In the past, Austrian 
statesmen have played impor- 
tant roles in that regard. Let 
me just mention the names of 
Mr. Bruno Kreisky or Mr. 
Kurt Waldheim. As president 
of Austria I feel fully commit- 
ted to their noble cause — 
knowing quite well chat peace 
in the huddle East is also a 
prerequisite for peace in 
Europe and the world. 

“Today, Austria participates 
in the peace process on the 
multilateral level seeking solu- 
tions to the regional problems 
of water, economic develop- 
ment, refugees and the en- 
vironment. We will also con- 
tinue and intensify our coop- 
eration with the Arab World 
and our Jordanian friends in 
particular by strengthening 
economic ties, promoting in- 
dustrial development and ex- 
amining a wide range of possi- 
bilities for further cooperation 
in areas like science and cul- 
ture. 

“One of the most promising 
fields is tourism where Austria 
possesses special expertise and 
where Jordan has a great 
potential which could be ex- 
ploited to the benefit of the 
country.” 


Fierce fighting rages in Rwanda 


(Continued from page 1) 

take over and restore order in 
the chaotic dty. 

“Those two battalions on the 
outskirts are just a vanguard of 
a much larger force,” a Rwan- 
da Patriotic Front commander, 
Wilson Rutayisire, told Reu- 
ters. He added that the front 
had taken over significant 
amounts of territory since 
fighting broke out last week. 


Reports said tribal bloodlet- 
ting sparked by last Wednes- 
day’s killing of the president 
had also spread to the country- 
side, where rebels have relaun- 
ched a three-year civil war. 

Spanish missionary nuns in 
in the western Rwandan town 
of Kibuye said the town's hos- 
pital had been attacked and 
gangs were “ lollin g all over the 
place.” 

“They have already killed 


Israeli troops wound 4 


(Continued from page 1) 

The heart of Hebron shut 
down again when almost 300 
Palestinians took to the streets, 
de mandin g the reopen in g of 
the mosque closed since the 
slaughter. Mr. Natsfae was 
among the crowd caught up in 
tear-gas fired by the army. 

An Israeli government 
spokesman said 60 observers 
will actually be based in Heb- 
ron. The remaining 100 will do 
a dminis trative work and could 
live outside the dty. 

The visit came while the 
fallout from violence reverber- 
ated across Israel and the occu- 
pied territories. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, in an inverview on 
Israel Radio, criticised PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat for 
not speaking out against 
attacks last week that left eight 
Israelis dead and over 50 
wounded. 

“I think it was a grave mis- 
take on the part of Arafat that 
he did not condemn,” Mr. 
Rabin said, adding that despite 
the PLO’s behaviour Israel 
would continue negotiations 
on implementing Palestinian 
self-rule in the occupied Gaza 
Strip and West Bank region of 
Jericho. 

Opposition parties called a 
special Knesset, or parliament, 
session to protest the lack of 
security. 

Dozens of Jewish settlers 
attempted to block a main road 
in the West Bank’s Jordan 
Valley, just north of Jericho. 
The protesters are angry that a 
bypass road around Jericho has 
not been completed and they 
are exposed to Palestinian 
stone throwers when driving 
through town. 

Army radio reported scuffles 
with soldiers and one settler 
arrested. 

About 20 Palestinian doc- 
tors, including negotiator 
Ghassan Khatib, protested af- 
ter they were not allowed 
through the main checkpoint 
stopping Palestinians entering 
Jerusalem from the northern 
West Bank. The Israeli cabinet 
on Sunday announced the two 
million Palestinians in the 
occupied territories would be 
barred from entering Israel un- 
til further notice, and 18,000 
foreign labourers imported to 
replace some Palestinian work- 
ers (see page 2). , 

In Gaza on Monday, under- 
cover units and army troops 
arrested eight Palestinians in 
the town of Jabaliya. 

It was not dear why the men 
— four brothers, their nephew 
and three of their cousins — 
were rounded up. 

But the three brothers, 
carpenters Naser Marouf, 32, 
and Yousef Marouf, 24, ahd 
labourer Mustafa Marouf, 30, 
were known as sympathisers of 
Hamas. , 

Also Monday, the body of a 
fabrics merchant, Fawzi Gba- 
lani, 33, was found in Gaza 


City. Hamas wrote in a leaflet 
found near the body that it 
lolled Ghalam as a suspected 
collaborator with Israel. 

The killing brought to at 
least 821 the number of Palesti- 
nians lolled by fellow Arabs 
since the December 1987 start 
of the uprising. Most slain 
were accused of being infor- 
mers, bat the charge is often 
used to cover personal dis- 
putes. 

The Israel supreme court on 
Monday agreed to review the 
army’s open-fire orders in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, responding to an appeal 
by a reserve soldier who asked 
the regulations be tightened. 

Reserve soldier Yoav Hess 
asked that the rules be tight- 
' ened so soldiers may only 
shoot if their fives are in im- 
mediate danger. Under ex- 
isting regulations, troops can 
open fire without warning at 
any armed Palestinians, even if 
there is no direct threat. 

The three-two decision came 
two years after the high court 
refused to hear a similar 
appeal, saying the issue was 
not within its jurisdiction. The 
court cited Mr. Hess’ personal 
stake in the case as a reserves 
soldier in its decision to hear 
the case. 

The army’s shooting orders 
have come under intense pub- 
lic scrutiny during five weeks 
of hearings before a commis- 
sion of inquiry into the Hebron 
mosque massacre, which in- 
cludes two supreme court 
judges. Soldiers told the panel 
they were under orders never 
to shoot at Jewish settlers, 
even if the settlers shot to kill 
unarmed Palestinians. 

The army denied such a 
blanket ban existed. 

Civil rights attorney Avigdor 
Feldman welcomed the court's 
decision. *Tm glad that the 
supreme court... has ordered 
an investigation of the legality 
of the orders, an issue that has 
become very timely since the 
hearings of the commission of 
inquiry,” Mr. Feldman told 
Israel Radio. 

Mr. Feldman represents Mr. 
Hess, a peace activist and 
member of the group “Yesh 
Gvnl” (there is a limit) which 
assists soldiers who refuse to 
serve in the occupied territor- 
ies. 

In other developments Mon- 
day, court sentenced a Jewish 
settler to 21 months in prison 
for shooting to death a Palesti- 
nian taxi passenger six months 
ago . 

In the incident, Caesar 
Mcndes opened fire as the taxi 
approached a settler roadblock 
outside the militant West Bank 
settlement ofKiryat Arba, kill- 
ing one of the passengers. 

Mendes claimed he was 
afraid the taxi planned to run 
him over as part of an attack by 
Palestinians. The driver said he 
wanted to back away from the 
roadblock, but was so nervous 
be hit the wrong gear. 


some of our pateints,” she 
said. “We have just received 
general absolution, the parish 
priest came,” one nun told 
Spanish radio. 

She said the gangs, thought 
to be members of the majority 
Hutu tribe, had moved on to 
the parish church to kill terri- 
fied members of the minority 
Tutsi tribe who had taken sanc- 
tuary there. 

“They are also killing re- 
fugees in the town hall," she 
said. 

Residents m Kigali reported 
tiie dty relatively calm over- 
night on Sunday. But they 
awoke to the sound of fighting 
near the international airport 
on the city’s outskirts. 

‘Talk of a ceasefire is abso- 
lute rubbish, it's complete 
mayhem here,” said one resi- 
dent. 

One of the rebels’ top com- 
manders said the rebels were 
now determined to end the 
“government of laDera” and 
appealed to army units not 
involved in the ethnic slaughter 
to desert. 

The interim government was 
announced a few days after the 
slaying of President Juvenal 
Habyarimana, but was im- 
mediately rejected by the re- 
bels. 

Habyarimana’s death in a 
rocket attack on a plane re- 
turning from a regional peace 
conference reignited age-old 
strife between the Hutus and 
the minority Tutsi tribe. 

Those killed included the 
prime minister and several 
cabinet ministers, all Tutsis, as 
well as African nuns, priests 
and aid workers and 10 Belgian 
U.N. soldiers. 

Many victims were buried 


alive because there were not 
enough doctors to check 
whether they were actually 
dead. Some were unconscious, 
others, their throats cut, were 
unable to speak. 

The army said rampaging 
troops, from the Hutu tribe, 
had been called back to bar- 
racks and said it supported the 
interim government’s efforts to 
regain control of the situation. 

In Kigali, Eric Bertin, a 
coordinator for the French 
hu manitari an group Doctors 
Without Borders, said patients 
at the central hospital who he 
and colleagues had treated 
Saturday were killed that night 
by soldiers. 

He estimated that at least 
100 people were murdered, 
many in beds in tents set up 
around the hospital. 

“We have decided it is no 
use to work here anymore,” 
Dr. Bertin said. “It is useless 
to cure someone who is going 
to-be killed anyway. They were 
just lying-in their tents dead.” 

Gangs armed with knives, 
guns and machetes went house 
to house at night demanding 
food, money and alcohol, 
according to foreigners who 
fled Kigali. 

French troops were in con- 
trol of the Kigali airport. A 
dozen cars were parked out- 
side the airport, left by people 
who fled the country. 

About 250 of the 900 Bel- 
gians Irving in Kigali had been 
evacuated by Monday after- 
noon. The first 89 arrived in 
Brussels early Monday. 

Belgian Defence Minister 
Leo Delcroix said the 900 Bel- 
gians in Kigali could be evacu- 
ated within four days, but it 
could take 10 days or longer to 
evacuate the 600 Belgians liv- 
ing outside the capital. 

“It's a jolly mess” said Col- 


onel Emonts Gaft, a Belgian 
army spokesman. “As far as I 
know, they’re (rampaging 
Rwandan military and aimed 
youths) killing maybe 1,000 a 
day.” 

President Clinton said Sun- 
day in Washington that “the 
last of tiie convoys containing 
all Americans who wish to 
leave has either passed into 
Burundi or is about to pass into 
Burundi.” About 330 TLS. 
Marines were in Burundi to aid 
fleeing Americans. About 250 
Americans, mostly missionar- 
ies and aid workers, were in 
Rwanda. 

By Monday evening, £10 
French nationals had left 
Rwanda with a “very reduced 
number” remaining, said 
French foreign ministry 
spokesman Richard Duque in 
Paris. 

Fires burned on the outskirts 
of the capital and the Red 
Cross said there was looting in 
the dty. Radio France Interna- 
tional said the" stocks of the 
Red Cross and World Food 
Programme had been plun- 
dered. 

The report said hundreds of 
civilians left the warehouses 
carrying bags on their heads or 
driving overloaded vans. 

Patrick Gasser, deputy head 
of the International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross in Kigali, 
told the AP by telephone that 
more than 1,000 bodies were 
piled at the dry’s central hos- 
pital. 

The Red Cross has asked 
people to dig mass graves, he 
said. 

“I don’t find words — the 
weather is nice, it's green, the 
lovely scenery, but you have all 
this violence in front of your 
eyes, with victims in the back 
of your vehicle,” he said. 
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PLO resigned to delay in agreement 


(Continu ed from page 1) 

Another PLO delegate. 
Mohammad Dahlan. said 
8,500 prisoners were being dis- 
cussed, compared to more than 
20,000 that Palestinians earlier 
had said Israel was holding. 

Dates for deploying the 
police still depended on set- 
tling when to sign an imple- 
mentation agreement. Dr. 
Shaath said. 

He said progres s also was 
being made on legal jurisdic- 
tion, an issue that he bad said 
last week could stall the talks 
completely. He gave no details 
but said Israel eased its insist- 
ence on having legal jurisdic- 
tion over Jewish settlers and 
foreigners even when they are 
in Palestinian autonomous 
areas. 

“The change is giving up 
some of the horrible claims 
about jurisdiction that would 
have really made it impossible 
for us to sign,” Dr. Shaath 
said. 

The PLO had been pushing 
to meet Wednesday’s deadline 
since missing an earlier target, 
Dec. 13, for the start of Israel’s 
withdrawal, led to disillusion- 
ment among Palestinians over 
the entire peace process. 

Dr. Shaath said achieving 
Wednesday’s target could have 
given people in the territories 
renewed hope that the agree- 
ment really would lead to 
Israel’s withdrawal, 

“This thing is very heavy on 
-my chest.” he said. “I think it 
was important to finish on time 


because it would have pro- 
vided credibility to the rest of 
the agreement.” 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin said the PLO 
would be to blame if both sides 
did not meet the target date for 
foil implementation of the 
Gaza-Jericho accord. 

“We didn't suspend the 
agreement in the wake of 
Palestinian terrorism against 
us. He (Arafat) suspended the 
negotiations after the massacre 
in Hebron and therefore the 
responsibility for the loss of 
time is not on us,” Mr. Rabin 
told Israel Radio. 

Calling the Afuia car-bomb 
attack an “abominable crime.'* 
Mr. Rabin emphasised it 
would not force Israel to sus- 
pend peace talks despite daily 
right-wing Israeli protests- 

The PLO condemned the 
Afuia attack bat Mr. Rabin, 
who immediately and vehe- 
mently had condemned the 
Hebron massacre, criticised 
Mr, Arafat for not personally 
commenting. 

“I think it was a serious 
mistake on Arafat's {iart that 
be did not condemn it. (But) 
his behaviour is not a criterion 
for the behaviour of the gov- 
ernment of Israel and there- 
fore I do not think the right 
way is stopping negotiations,” 
he said. 

Mr. Rabin said he did not 
believe the closure of the terri- 
tories — which prevents about 
60,000 Palestinians from com- 
ing to work in Israel — would 


harm negotiations in Cairo. 

“I think we have the right to- 
worry about our security, 7 * Mr. 
Rabin said when asked about 
the closure. 

Economic deal next week • 

In Paris, Israel and the PLO 
said they expect to conclude air 
agreement on economic rela- 
tions between Israel and the 
future self-governing Palesti- 
nian territories next week. 

Israeli Finance Minister 
Abraham Shohat and PLO 
Economics chief Ahmad 
Qourica said in a joint state- 
ment they had made positive 
progress in the latest round of 
economic talks in Paris, due to 
end early on Tuesday. 

“The chairman added that 
even though there are some 
significant differences to be re- 
solved, they believe that the 
next meeting which will take 
place next week in Paris will be 
the concluding round,” the;, 
statement said. ; 

It said the two delegations 
were “in the stage of finalising 
an agreement” on most of the 
issues covered by the talks, 
including agriculture, labour, 
industry, banking, insurance, 
direct and indirect taxes and 
trade relations. 

Delegates said the main dif- 
ferences were over Palestinian; 
demands to set lower customs 
duties than Israel for key im- 
ports. including basic foods J 
construction materials and > 
machinery. 


NATO bombs Bosnian Serbs again 


(Continued from page 1) 

The U.N. commander for 
Bosnia. Lieutenant-General 
Sir Michael Rose, said earlier 
Monday he would not hesitate 
to call air strikes again if shell- 
ing resumed, a position sup- 
ported by U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali. 

President Clinton told repor- 
ters Monday the air strikes 
were an “entirely appropriate” 
response. 

“What the United Nations 
wants is for the Serbs to stop 
the shelling and to withdraw 
and to resume the negotia- 
tions,” Mr. Clinton said. 

Hie Serbs responded to the 
NATO attack on Sunday by 
suspending contacts with the 
United Nations Protection 
Force (UNPROFOR). Their 
leader, Radovan Karadzic, cal- 
led off a meeting planned for 
Monday with U.S. peace en- 
voy Charles Redman. 

On Monday, Bosnian Serb 
authorities blocked traffic in 
and out of Sarajevo at Serb- 
controlled checkpoints around 
Sarajevo, the Bosnian Serb 
SRNA news agency repented. 

U.N. officials confirmed that 
Serbs were limiting access at 
several checkpoints and limit- 
ing movement for United Na- 
tions military observers. 

Russia, Serbia’s traditional 


ally, reacted angrily to 
NATO's weekend airstrike on 
Bosnian Serb forces and de- 
manded to be consulted in 
future. 

President Boris Yeltsin told 
reporters he had complained 
personally to President Clinton 
on Monday that the United 
States had not consulted Mos- 
cow before Sunday’s attack. 

But Mr. Yeltsin, speaking at 
Moscow airport on his way to 
Spain, did not specifically com- 
mit Russia to support or 
oppose this or any other U.N.- 
authorised use of force against 
the Serbs. 

The Serb chief of staff. 
General Manojlo Milovanovic, 
had told the U.N. on Sunday 
his forces would stop shelling 
Gorazde. But the shelling con- 
tinned unabated and U.N. per- 
sonnel remained in danger. 
United Nations officers said. 

Genera] Rose said he called 
in two American F-16s on Sun- 
day after a Serb tank started 
firing directly into Gorazde. 

President Clinton and Dr. 
Ghali had warned the Serbs 
after the air raid they faced 
more attacks unless they pulled 
back. 

The Bosnian Serbs reacted 
with a “strong protest" to the 
United Nations and accused it 
of taking sides against the 
Serbs in Bosnia's civil war. 


The Gorazde raid was the' 
first time NATO had used air- 
power on Serb forces attacking 
a U.N. “safe area” in Bosnia. 

The threat of air strike; 
forces the Serbs to withdraw 
their siege guns from Sarajevo' 
in February and eight days, 
later NATO jets shot down, 
four Serbs warplanes violating 
the no-fly zone over Bosnia/ 
Bosnian Serbs accused- 
NATO of hitting civilian 
targets around Gorazde and 
sharply protested the first; 
NATO attack, insisting U.N.. 
personnel in Gorazde were not-' 
threatened. \ 

"There was no justification - 
for the use of NATO air pow--' 
er.” said a statement carried by * 
Tan jug. “By this act, the Un-. 
ited Nations have sided against 
the Serbs." 

“The peace process is aft' 
danger and full responsibility 
lies with the U.N.," it said.' 
"The Serbs will not be intimi- 
dated and will retain the right, 
to self-defence using all avail- ’ 
able means.” 

In Geneva, Dr. Ghali denied 
anti-Serb sentiments > 

The safe areas designated by 
the United Nations must re- 
main safe areas," he said. “It- 
was for this reason and not as 
an attack on any one party’* 
that the NATO air power was- 
summoned. 
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AUSTRIAN AIRLINES 

IN JORDAN 


Welcomes Jordan’s distinguished guest 

His Excellency 
the President of Austria 

Dr. Thomas Klestil 

Guest of 

His Majesty King Hussein 
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Export control goes national in post-cold war era 
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THE HAGUE (R) — 
Strategic export controls have 
become a largely national re- 
sponsibility following the dis- 
solution of Cocom. the cold 
-\sar body set up to prevent the 
, Communist Bloc from acquir- 
ing advanced military tech- 
‘ noloey. 

Frans Engering. the senior 
, Dutch government official who 
.chaired talks on winding up 
Cocom. said a new organisa- 
tion to be set by October 
jvould leave national govern- 
ments to take the final decision 
On exports of sophisticated 
■military goods. 

‘‘The new system is based on 
.national discretion. ..each 
country will have the authority 
arid sovereignty to take the 
final decision." he told Reuters 
.in an interview at the weekend. 
. Despite this. Mr. Engering 
said there was a firm commit- 
ment from the various coun- 
tries involved to make the new 


regime work and prevent 
strategic goods falling into the 
wrong hands. "I believe it can 
be an effective system." he 
said. 

Cocom 's final meeting at a 
castle near The Hague last 
month agreed to set up a 
broader-based and more flexi- 
ble apparatus to replace 
Cocom 's system of strict multi- 
lateral export curbs. 

in addition to the 17 Cocom 
members — all 16 NATO 
countries, except Iceland, plus 
Australia and Japan — the new 
arrangement will also include 
Austria. Finland, Ireland, 
New Zealand. Sweden and 
Switzerland. 

Mr. Engering held talks in 
Moscow last week about Rus- 
sia joining the new organisa- 
tion as a founder member and 
has been given a mandate to 
open talks with China, the 
Czech Republic. Hungary. Po- 
land and Slovakia about join- 


ing at later stage. 

New members will have to 
demonstrate that they have an 
adequate export control sys- 
tem and the means to enforce 
it. 

The decision to scrap 
Cocom, the Coordinating 
Committee for Multilateral 
Export Controls, goes back to 
last year’s Vancouver summit 
between presidents Bill Clin- 
ton and Boris Yeltsin. 

Cocom had become an 
anachronism and was prevent- 
ing the former Warsaw Pact 
countries from acquiring the 
technology they need to build 
successful market economies. 

"But we also recognised that 
there are new threats and new 
problems in the world... indi- 
vidual countries which we do 
not trust." Mr. Engering said. 

In contrast to Cocom.' the 
still unnamed successor orga- 
nisation will not maintain a 
permanent blacklist of coun- 


tries which are ineligible to 
receive weapons or high-tech- 
nology goods with potential 
military applications. 

“There is no published list of 
bad guys. We have some coun- 
tries in mind, but it will change 
from time to rime," Mr. En- 
gering said, declining to iden- 
tify individual countries. 

U.S. officials have had no 

?|ua!ms however in naming 
ran. Iraq, Libya and North 
Korea as countries likely to be 
affected by strategic export 
restrictions under the new 
regime. 

Member countries will 
cooperate in drawing up lists of 
restricted goods and technolo- 
gies. but these will be much 
shorter than the list used by 
Cocom. 

Until the new arrangements 
are in place, countries are ex- 
pected to control strategic ex- 
ports on the basis of their own 
national legislation. 


Mr. Engering said the 
Cocom regime 'had been a far- 
reaching one with participating 
countries surrendering some 
sovereignty. 

“Cocom was a system of 
consensus.. .everybody had a 
veto, so in fact you had handed 
over some sovereignty once 
you were inside the system." 

To a large extent the success 
of the new, looser arrange- 
ments will depend on the poli- 
tical will of participating coun- 
tries to make them work. 

Countries issuing an export 
licence against the advance of 
the group's other members 
could in theory the expelled' 
and face trade restrictions 
themselves. Mr. Engering said. 

In time Cocom’s successor 
could cooperate or even merge 
with other international bodies 
set up to prevent arms prolif- 
eration. but this was not on the 
agenda for the time being, he 
added. 



Russia may get Sakhalin 
oil deal bonanza soon 


MOSCOW (R) — A Western 
c oil consortium may push ahead 
v soon with a mulri-billion-doilar 
11 offshore project near the far 
1 eastern island of Sakhalin, 
c Russian Fuel and Energy 
t ’Minister Yuri Shafranik has 
3 said. 

H-. * "This is a huge project, S10 
v-!biilion of investment... the 
it -main work has been done, not 
“'•just a protocol, but virtually all 
. .agreements have been signed.” 

•t he told a news confemce. “The 
i ball is now in the court of the 
c Western firms.” 
r A senior official at the Rus- 
H-^sian state oil producers' group 
{^Rosneft said last month that a 
n. protocol had been drafted and 

i was ready for signing, but gov- 
t| eminent approval was still re- 
c quired. 

ii ^.The Sakhalin-2 project, de- 
ployed for months by political 

1 and economic turmoil in Rus- 
3 sia and legislative uncertainty, 
involves a consortium known 
'L as MMMSM — Marathon Oil 
■Co., McDermott International 
n Inc.. Mitsui Co. Ltd., Mitsu- 
c blshi Corp and Royal Dutch/ 

* Shell Group. 

1 Mr. Shafranik compared the 
bell-weather deal to a contract 
5 signed last year between U.S.- 
•' based Chevron Corp and 

* -Kazakhstan to develop the -. 
huge Tengiz oilfield near the 

' "Caspian Sea. 


“In terms of political import- 
ance. it is about the same as 
the Tengiz deal,” he said. 
Many Western oil companies 
have refrained from investing 
big sums in Russia, saying in- 
vestment conditions were bet- 
ter in Kazakhstan and Azerbai- 
jan. 

The deposits on offer under 
Sakhalin-2, the Piltun- 
Astokhsk and Lunsk offshore 
fields, have possible reserves 
of about SO million tonnes of 
oil. 30 million tonnes of gas 
condensate and 300 billion 
cubic metres of natural gas. 

This would compare with 
some of the biggest North Sea 
deposits and give Russia’s 
cash-starved oil and gas indus- 
try a major shot in the aim. 

Russian crude oil output has 
been declining steadily since 
1988. Officials have forecast 
this year’s output at about 330 
million tonnes, down from 354 
million in 1993. 

Mr. Shafranik said it was 
now up to the Sakhalin-2 con- 
sortium to decide when a final 
contract should be signed and 
when work should begin. 

“The agreement clears the 
way for the Western partners 
.to say if they will begin work in 
a month or not," he said. . . - 

The ministeiu.Qudined the 
terms of the 25-year 
production-sharing deal, under 


which Russia would receive 
more than 50 per cent of pro- 
fits. 

The bonus to be paid to 
Russia upon signing of the 
contract was S50 million, while 
$100 million would go to a 
social development fund for 
Sakhalin and about $160 mil- 
lion to Russian firms that took 
part in geological work, he 
said. 

“Besides, 70 per cent of all 
orders and work required 
under the agreement mil re- 
main on the Russian side," he 
said, adding that converted 
former Soviet defence sector 
firms would participate. 

Mr. Shafranik said there has 
also been major progress in 
another Sakhalin project, 
Sakhalin-1, which has been de- 
layed for years by differences 

over contract terms. 

« - 

“We hope that in a very 
short time, perhaps a month or 
two, this will also be decided,” 
he said. 

Sakhalin-1 involves Japan’s 
Sakhalin Oil Development 
Company (SODECO) and the 
U.S. group Exxon Corp. 

A tender for another de- 
velopment project, Sakhalin-3, 
was won Jate-last year, by £x-- 
,xon and a consortium of Mobil 
Oil and Texaco and a Sakbafin- 
4 tender is expected soon. 


UAE, Pakistan pact may 
affect BCCI case 


ABU DHABI (R) — The Un- 
ited Arab Emirates - (UAE), 
which wants the Pakistani 
founder of the failed BCCJ 
bank to stand trial m Abu 
Dhabi, will discuss terms for a 
general extradition treaty with 
Pakistan Tuesday. 

Pakistani Foreign Minister 
Assef Ahmad Ah arrived in 
the UAE Mooday. The prop- 
osed treaty is one of 20 items 
on his agenda for two days of 
talks with UAE officials. 

Mansour Alain, Pakistan’s 
ambassador to the UAE, said 
it was not dear what effect the 
treaty would have on the trial 
in Abu Dhabi criminal court of 
13 former Rank of Credit and 
Commerce International 
(BCCI) officials. 

“We will discuss everything 
under the sky. The extradition 
treaty will be discussed too,” 
be said. 

“The question of signing the 
extradition treaty is not with 
particular reference to BCCI. 
It may cover BCCI when it is 
finalised. It will cover all cases 
of crimes committed within the 
UAE and Pakistan,” he 
added. 

In January, the UAE issued 
two summonses for Agfaa Has- 
san Abedi, BCCI founder liv- 
ing in. Pakistan, to-face triah in 
Abu Dhabi foLfcs alleged role 
in the worlcnrlji]®^ bank 
failure. 


According to a spokesman,- 
Mr. Abedi is unable to talk and 
is confined to a wheelchair. 

Abu Dhabi's ruling A1 
Nahayan family and the Abu 
Dhabi Investment Authority 
(ADIA) owned 77.4 per cent 
of BCCI. 

UAE and Pakistan have 
been working on an extradition 
pact for more than a year. 
Officials say it was not initiated 
because of the trial, the biggest 
to stem from the bank’s 1991 
cllapse. 

“We are not talking in refer- 
ence to any particular case. It 
will depend on whether it is 
going to be applicable in re- 
trospect or not," Mr. Alam 
said. 

He said each side had com- 
pleted its own preliminary 
draft of the treaty and it could 
be finalised this year after it is 
ratified by the UAE cabinet 
and Pakistani parliament. 

Mr. Abedi and 12 other for- 
mer BCCI officials face crimin- 
al charges and civil suits worth 
$10.3 billion in Abu Dhabi. 
Mr. Abedi and one other de- 
fendant are being tried in their 
absence, while 11 are attending 
the hearings which resume on 
April 23. 

- They have-pleaded- not; gupty 

funcfcs^ ^■^ng U ^oime ms ihd 
concealing the bank’s defieftfe- 
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car drives by in this thriving southern Chinese 
special economic zone. Text translates as: ‘Owr 


SHENZHEN: China's paramount leader Deng 

Xiaoping features on a billboard in Shenzhen special econuuuw «mc — 7 - 7 . : ~_ 

overlooking a skyline of a major metropolis and the next 100 years the basic . 
the Great Wall as a brand new German l uxu ry communism win remain in force (AFP photo) 

Arab stock markets urge 
lifting capital outflows 


AMMAN (R) — Arab bankers 
and stock market officials said 
Monday improving the re- 
gion's investment climate and 
freeing capital flows would 
modernise markets. 

“There is a need to create 
the right investment climate by 
issuing regulatory laws for the 
stock exchanges and especially 
those which relate to invest- 
ment, companies taxes, foreign 
currency," said a final resolu- 
tion issued at the end of a 
three-day conference on Arab 
stock markets. 

Participants looked into 
ways to develop their stock 
markets to stimulate invest- 
ments in countries embarking 
on free market reforms. 

“No doubt one of the main 
obstacles is laws on foreign 
currency controls which have 
stood in the way of developing 
Arab stock markets because 
stock markets mean the free- 


dom of movement of capital,” 
Adnan Hindi, the secretary 
general of the Union of Arab 
Banks, one of the conference 
organisers, told Reuters. 

Bahrain’s stock exchange 
head Fawzi Bahzad said the 
right investment climate was 
needed to allow free flow of 
capital, adding that “most 
Arab foreign investment laws 
while opening some doors 
dosed others and so real in- 
vestment does not come.” 
~The- conference noted that 
newfound interest in setting np 
the Arab World’s stockmar- 
kets . and developing existing 
ones was an outcome of “poli- 
cies of economic liberalisation 
sweeping tbe whole of the 
Arab World.” 

The conference appealed to 
Arab states to sf sd up the 
procedures for the setting up of 
“exchanges and tbe effective 
mechanisms of regulation over 


them” that would help in 
attracting investments, correct- 
ing economic imbalances, and 
improving the investment cli- 
mate in their respective coun- 
tries. 

A number of Arab countries 
like Syria and Sudan are look- 
ing into setting up stock mar- 
kets while others like the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates have gone 
a along way towards opening 
an official bourse. 

Fears were expressed that 
largescale foreign inflows , into 
the small, undercapitalised 
markets of the Arab World 
could only lead to unnatural 
price hikes. 

Many of the emerging Arab 
stockmarkets bar non-citizens 
from investing while others put 
restrictions on foreign own- 
ership and discourage it 
through foreign currency con- 
trols on capital outflows. 



U.S. firms still waiting for a Vietnam boom 


HANOI, Vietnam (AP) — 
U .S. airlines eager for business 
in Vietnam are finding that 
politics still hampers them two 
months after the end of the 
1 9- year American economic 

■ embargo. 

The Lfiiited States lifted 
sanctions on Feb. 3. but it has 
yet to establish diplomatic rete- 
ntions with its one-time enemy. 
Governments generally must 
have normal relations before 
- ^signing an air services agree- 
"r-ment, which allows for regular- 
My scheduled ; issenger flights 
>:be tween two nations. 

* Delta, United. Northwest, 
; and Continental are taking in- 
ItcTmediate steps to normal ser- 

■ -vice, such as coordinating sche- 
dules and ticket sales with 
Vietnam Airlines, the state- 
owned Vietnamese flag car- 
rier. They wait, meanwhile, for 
diplomatic ties to improve. 

Nor has the end of sanctions 
led to quick sales for Boeing, 
the U.S. aircraft maker. 

• Robert Laird, Boeing's re- 
gional sales director, has made 
14 trips to Hanoi in the last two 
years, positioning his company 
for a pan in Vietnam Airlines' 


plan to spend an estimated $1 
billion by the year 2000 to 
expand its fleet. 

“Vietnam is an untapped 
aviation market with enormous 
potential, so there are a lot of 
people beating die doors down 
to talk with them," Mr. Laird 
said here recently. 

Boeing foresees potential 
sales in Vietnam of S3 billion 
to $5 billion — 60 to 80 air- 
planes — over the next 10 to 15 
years. Mr. Laird said. Boeing 
is competing mainly with 
Europe’s Airbus Industrie con- 
sortium and the U.S. company 
McDonnell Douglas. 

Mr. Laird said he hopes the 
Vietnamese will choose a sup- 
plier sometime this year, but 
acknowledged that now was 
the time to be patient. 

Delta Airlines, making up 
for lost time since the embargo 
ended, signed a letter of intent 
last month with Vietnam Air- 
lines to cooperate on schedul- 
ing and marketing. It expects 
to sign a formal interline agree- 
ment later this year, said Delta 
spokesman Bill Berry. 

United Airlines, which 


signed an agreement with Viet- 
nam Airlines in February 1993, 
the applied for permission 
from the U.S. Department of 
Transportation to fly from Los 
Angeles to Ho Chi Minh City. 
Northwest Airlines has asked 
for approval to fly there from 
Detroit, and Continental Air- 
lines wants to fly to Vietnam 
by way of Guam. 

The United States has not 
said when full diplomatic rela- 
tions are expected. But Viet- 
nam Airlines is ready to start 
negotiating, for an air services 
agreement at any time, said 
Nguyen Due Vinh. the com- 
pany's deputy director general. 

At stake is an expected surge 
in air travel to Vietnam by 
businessmen, war veterans, 
tourists, and some of about 
one million Vietnamese- 
Americans. Dao Manb 
Nhuong, deputy director 
general of Vietnam’s Civil 
Aviation Administration, esti- 
mates that the United Stales 
could account for up to 30 per 
cent of the people flying to 
Vietnam by 1995. 

Vietnam Airlines hopes to 


fly its own jets to the United 
States as early as this year if 
-diplomatic conditions permit, 
Mr. Nhuong said. To do so, it 
must Gist upgrade its fleet. 

The company plans to buy 
between 30 and 40 new" aircraft 
by the end of tbe century in its 
quest to become a regional 
airline. 

“In the next 10 to 15 years, 
they could easily become the 
size of a Thai Airways, a 
Cathay Pacific, or a Singapore 
Airlines," said Boeing’s Laird. 

Vietnam Airlines now owns 
18 planes, 16 of which are 
aging and inefficient Soviet 
built Tupolevs, Bushins and 
Yakolevs. It also leases two 
Boeing 767s and five Airbus 
A320s with foreign pilots and 
crews for its international 
flights. 

Few of the airline’s own 
pitots are trained to fly non- 
Soviet aircraft, but Mr. Laird 
sees no problem in this. 

“The pilots are excellent,” 
he said. “I would say the 
Tupolevs are probably more 
difficult to fly than most West- 
ern equipment.” 
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FORECAST FOR TUESDAY APRIL 12, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Pighter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: 

.You can solve a difficult problem 
when you are fresh and thinking 
dearly in the day. Take construc- 
tive steps to overcome obstades 
in the path of your progress. 

Seek harmony with close ties. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Suggestions from higher-ups can 
prove helpful in your career acti- 
vities. Sidestep one who wants to 
make trouble for you in any 
activity. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You can dec most sensibly with 
associates and strenghren the re- 
lationship. Handle an important 
business matter wisely and you 
will be successful. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Find more practical methods of 
operating early in the day and 
accomplish more. Cooperate 
more with fellow associates and 
you get that project completed. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Plan early for recrea- 
tions later in Lhe day. A time 
when you can make an important 
decision and get desired results. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Complete unfinished tasks in a 
tactful manner and then make 
new plans for the future. Be 
more willing to listen to the 
suggestions of others. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber^) Plan to be with loved one 
more and add to present mutual 
happiness. Make sure your busi- 


ness affairs are in good order and 
you will succeed. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Come to a better under- 
standing with family ties and 
have greater rapport in the fu- 
ture. Step being so critical of 
others and you will be more 
appreciated. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Find out what 
associates expect of you and do 
your best to please them. Don’t 

neglect important correspond- 
ence to associates and loved 
ones. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Be more sup- 
portive of loyal associates and 
establish goodwill between you. 
Listen to what an adviser has to 
say about a new project. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Go after long-time 
aims and gain them easily now. 
Make new associates of worth 
and the future becomes brighten 
to you for the days 3head. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Be more active in 
the business world and improve 
your position m life. Show more 
loyalty to family members and 
there will be happiness. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Communicating with persons 
you want to be associated with in 
the future is wise. Go to the right 
sources for the data you need on 
a current project. 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
|® by Henri Arnold and Mftoe Argtrion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


NIYKK 


u , 

n 



WENIT 


JOl. 

1 A ^ 


J 

ELOTS 


znz 


LOAPER 







Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


*- t nni" * nrnr 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterdays I Jumbtes: VIRUS oerby butane nutria 
I Answer Another name for an attar — 

A RITE SITE 


THE Daily Crossword — 


ACROSS 
1 Theda Bara 
types 
6 ion — 

10 Expansive 

14 Choose by vote 

15 Jason’s craft 
76 Ramas or rams 
17 Presidential 

speech 

20 Large quantity 

21 Ways: abbr. 

22 Nidi 

23 in addition 

24 "Auntie 

26 Kata Smith 
specialty 

34 Huge land area 

35 H alley's lor one 

36 Purse 

37 Orevei ridges 
36 — oft (disposes 

by fraud) 

IB Mentally sound 

40 — Yutang 

41 Maxan 

42 Age or wn start 

43 Phrase in a 
patriotic song 

47 To shelter 
46 card game 
49 Cavalry weapon, 
once 

52 Mews tM 
54 Expen 
57 Betsy Ross 
creation? 

61 Raced 

62 Festive 

63 P/Kfer. e.g. 

64 Hurried 

65 Copycat 

66 — Aligner) 

DOWN 

1 Garment 

2 Chair voice 

3 Sow-tempered 

4 Abbreviation ot 
interest 

5 SaVa alcohol 

6 Umpire's call 

7 Word in g.A. 

8 Pnewi 

9 Deer 

>0 Deceptive 
outward show 



ngns Rswrvad 

11 MacGraw and 
Baba 

12 Aperture 

13 Beats 

18 Indian 

19 Not y« solved 

23 Ski Ht 

24 Demon at 
cupidity 

25 lows efry 
28 Brmsn 

howeg Ows 

27 Actor Davis 
aiMoongoddoja 

28 Do harm to 

30 Conductor 
Georg 

31 Building beams 

32 Dugou 

33 Rocket 

36 Put forward 

39 Oman 
*[ Burroware 

44 — and 
leathered 

45 "—.■■nek out ol 


Jtetonfufi Pnrrio Sew 
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KG sil I 
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46 Migtny hunter £4 

49 Past ocean « Neal « 
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Qatar Fertilisers close to 
$400 million loan deal 


DOHA (R) A Qatar- 
Nonvegian fertiliser firm is 
«pse to clinching a deal with 
Gwoian and Italian banks for a 
5400 million loan to fond a 
major expansion, the Qatar 
Fertiliser Company (QAFCO} 
has said. ' 

“We have received a finan- 
aal offer from a consortium of 
banks from Germany and Italy 
and are in the process of draft- 
m g, a final loan agreement,” 
said General Manager Faisal 
A1 Snweidi. 

QAFCO is 75 per cent own- 
<d by Qatar General Pet- 
roleum Corp, Norway’s Norsk 
■ Hydro holds the remaining 


“Wc will be meeting m 
Doha within one weeks to 
finalise and sign the agree- 
ment," Mr. Suweidi said. He 


<fid not name the banks. 

He said the total cost of 
expan&ie the company’s fad- 
lmes at Unun Said was ex- 
pected to reach 5500 million. 
The balance after the loan 
would come from QAFCO*s 
own resources, he added. 

The loan is bong arranged 
by Germany's UHDE, an 
affiliate of chemicals giant- 
Hoechst which had won the 
expansion contract against 
Japanese and Italian competi- 
tion. Financing the project was 
part of the contract. 

The e xpansi on, known as 
QAFCO II, is for a new 
ammonia plant with a capacity 
of 1JS00 tonnes a day on top of 

the current 1,800 tonnes and 
doubling daily output of urea 
to 4,000 tonnes. 


Arbitrators rule in 
high-profile hotel dispute 


CAIRO (R) — An arbitration 
panel has awarded London- 
based Wena Hotels Ltd 1J5 
ntHfion pounds (5440,000) in 
its judgement on a long and 
highly politicised dispute be- 
tween Wena and stare-owned 
Egyptian Hotels Company 
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The case is widdy seen as an 
important test for the way the 
Egyptian arbitration system 
handles disputes between local 
companies and foreign inves- 
tors, diplomats said. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton, 
British Prime Minister John 
Major and their minsters have 
brought it up in talks with 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak and his ministers, 
they say. 

A spokeswoman for Wena, 
winch has American sharehol- 
ders, said the amount was de- 
risory and showed that foreign 
companies investing in Egypt 
should beware. 

The Western governments 
took an interest after EHC 
forcibly evicted tourists and 
Wena managers from the 270- 
room Nik Hotel in Cairo in the 
middle of the night in April 
1991. 

The Egyptian courts later 
ordered EHC to give the hotel 
back to Wena but EHC agents 
gutted and looted it before 
leaving in February 1992. The 
hotel, which occupied a prime 
site on the banks of the Nile in 
Cairo, has been empty ever 
since. 

The three-member panel, 
chaired by Egyptian Lwyer 
Yehia Rafiae, ruled Sunday 


that EHC should pay Wena the 
1.5 million pounds and Wena 
should band die Nile Hotel 
bade to EHC 

Wena had demanded EHC 
pay more than 35 million 
pounds (510 tmOioa) in dam- 
ages and co mp ensation. 

In response, EHC asked the 
arbitration panel to abrogate 
Wena's 25-year lease on the 
Nile Hotel and to award EHC 
3.3 mzllion in damages and rent 
arrears and more than 1.2 mil- 
lion pounds (5350,000) in va- 
rious costs. 

Wena spokeswoman Lena 
Fraser said: “It (the judge- 
ment) demonst ra tes to poten- 
tial foreign investors that they 
will not nave a just and objec- 
tive remedy in Egypt if the 
need arises.” 

“The arbitration did not 
address die evidence provided 
or die original contract. It 
didn’t address anything,” she 
added. 

“They're saying Take the 
money and go’. It’s a joke ... 
we invested £7 milli on (510.5 
million) in the Nile Hotel,” she 
pointed out. 

Ms. Fraser said it was too 
early to say what action Wena 
Hotels would now take. “We 
need to talk to our col- 
leagues,” she said. 

EHC management declined 
to comment on die judgement. 
The legal dep ar tm en t said it 
had not yet seen the text. 

A diplomat who has been 
watching the case closely said 
the award seemed “minus- 
cule." 


Yamani says Iraqi return will 
be first real test for OPEC 


LONDON (R) — Iraq’s return 
to oil markets — which could 
come as soon as mid-1995 — 
will be the first real test of 
OPEC cohesion since the Golf 
war, former Saudi oQ minister. 
Sheikh Ahmad Zalti Yamani, 
said Monday. 

Addressing a conference of 
his own Lond-based “energy 
dunktank,” he said oil prices 
could plunge below 510 per 
barrel should OPEC not cut 
output to make way for Iraqi 
exports. 

However, Sheikh Yamani 
said be didn’t see the Organisa- 
tion of the Petroleum Export- 
ing Countries (OPEC) railing 
apart since the alternative of 
leaving price direction to free- 
for-all output “is far. far 
worse.” 

“OPEC will have to decide 
whether it believes in stable 
prices, requiring it collectively 
to accommodate Iraq, or 
whether such an objective is 
not worth pursuing,” be said. 

Iraq has been prohibited by 
the united Nations from ex- 
porting crude oil since it in- 
vaded Kuwait in August 1990, 
but the Baghdad government is 
already actively preparing for a 
return to world markets. 

Iraqi Oil Minister Safa Hadi 
Jaw ad announced last month 
that Iraq had concluded agree- 
ments with French oil com- 
panies to be activated after the 
sanctions are lifted. 

He said major U.S., British, 
Brazilian, Canadian and Span- 
ish oO firms had also expressed 



'•* : -W- . ¥ , 


Ahmad Zalti Yamani 

willingness to conclude agree- 
ments and cooperate with 
Iraq’s oil industry after sanc- 
tions end. 

Sheikh Yamani said indica- 
tions that several U.N. Secur- 
ity Council members were 
softening their position could 
hasten Iraq's return to oil mar- 
kets. 

“It would not be too un- 
realistic to assume — and 1 
stress the word assume — a 
resumption of Iraqi oil exports 
some time from the middle of 
1995 onwards," Mr. Yamani 
said. 

Sheikh Yamani said OPEC 
should avoid the mistakes of its 
past by ensuring that its largest 
members do not “disprop- 
ortionately share," the burden 
of stabilising prices. 

OPEC must overcome a 


fault line that runs through the 
organisation, “based on the 
dichotomy between price seek- 
ers and volume chasers," 
Sheikh Yamani said. 

He said those with very little 
spare capacity — Libya, Alger- 
ia, Qatar, Nigeria, Indonesia 
and Gabon — and those with 
some but not a lot of spare 
capacity — Venezuela, Iran 
and the U A£ — line up against 
Saudi Arabia. Kuwait and 
eventually Iraq. 

Sheikh Yamani said OPEC 
should “lead the way in show- 
ing that oil remains one of the 
world's great natural endow- 
ments.” 

He said if prices remain 
around $14 over the next few 
years, rising to about 517 by 
the end of the century, demand 
for OPEC oil will rise by about 
nine million barrels per day by 
2000. 

“This will put the organisa- 
tion in a strong position to play 
a leading role in the oil market 
...it must rise to the occasion,” 
he stressed. 

Meanwhile, the Middle East 
Economic Survey (MEES) re- 
ported Monday that OPEC in- 
creased its excess output dur- 
ing March, producing at a level 
which if continued would be 
wonying for oil markets. 

The Cyprus- based newslet- 
ter estimated that OPEC 
boosted its output to 24.99 
million barrels per day (b/d) 
from 24.76 million in Febru- 
ary, well over its self-imposed 
24.52 million ceiling. 


"It is dear that OPECYpr 
duction performance in Mar 
could cast a shadow over : 
already difficult market in tl 
second quarter,” MEES sai 
adding that it could force tot 
panics to add to slocks at* . 
alarming rate. 

If OPEC pumped 25 milli) 
b/d in the second quartet ti 
would in theory require ' 
truly remarkable stockbuild 
something like 1.7 million tx 
which, if achieved, could ha 
undesirable consequences be 
then and later in the year," 
added. 

Though demand declines 
the northern hemisphe 
moves into summer, OPI 
has decided to maintain 
ceiling till the end of 19* 
banking on an increase in c 
mand later in the year. 

MEES attributed the rise 
OPEC production to Irai 
output, which it estimated h 
risen to 3.715 million b/d fa 
3.475 million in Febniary.Tr 
insists, however, that ft p* 
duced just under its 3.6 miUi 
b/d quota in March. 

“Inis rebound in Irani 
production has taken place « 
spite persistent reports 
pressure and water-cut pit 
lems in the main Iranian ( 
fields." MEES said — ref 
ring to production difficult 
making it hard to mainL 
output. 

It added that it estimat 
Iranian output for the - fi 
quarter as a whole was wit! 
its qouta, at 3.573 million b 
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ALWAYS CHOOSE 
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DOOM SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
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FOR RENT fr SALE 

Many_ villas and apart- 
ments" furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For more details call; 

Abdoun Real Estate 
TeL 810605/810609/810520 
Fax: 810520 


‘Rjozem Inn 
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Hommage a Amman 
tribute to tradition , 
culture and heritage ... 

the in-place to be ! 


Tel . 613572 / 630571 Fax.630572 Jabal Amman,2nd Circle 


CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

-Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Bartoeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tol: 118214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30 - Midnight . 


r m 

RESTAURANT 


Real Chinese Cuisine 
and Great Far Eastern 
Atmosphere . 
Open for Lunch & 
Dinner 6 days 
a week 


Mr/muzE 

■/ PUB 

Sports programmes 
Live Via Satellite 
7 days a week 
4p.m. till 12 p.m. 
and the kamika/is 
are alwavs I J.D. Kach 


jM* jljJl 

2nd- Circle • Jabal Amman 
opp. FrcacUoaf 

Tel.653482 


Security, Hospitality 
& Gastronomy 


.Swelftyeh. 



INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMpVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS • AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCI 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS ' 

IN THE NEAR EA9T 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN . 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH - 
AMMAN - JORDAN - • 




IIAlfWTCL 

,J^S4|I|IS 



The first A best 
- Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girts School 


SELECT HOTEL 


® Superior Hotel Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

@ Good Drinks & 
Excellent Snacks 
©Open Noons ■ 

& Evenings 



Jabal A 1 Webdch.Tcl. 637 10 1/637 1 02 


La vie Beautu 
center 

far Facial cleansing, Massage, 
Sugaring, Waxing flail Can 

, Make-Up And BriM 
Make-Up. 

We mu Hu best French Cesmetke 


fenand aubry 


Reservation & Information 

UmUthainah - Tel.: 661217 



12 am -v. Late 


'NTUCVT-SESTU. 
1 lie 


Thf BfcST Is 
Indus Ciisivr. 


Bukhara 


I >■ • I --M ! I \. II 4 \ 1 ); \ s I 

y -y -escrvations coll h- 12S1 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get> 

• JUMBO photo 

stxm 30% harour 


TALK OF THE TOWN 


Itvji hv; 


Open nightly 

Ftom MB Pit to MO AM. 
Tuesday dosed 

Td: 685211 Fax: 617779 
Middle £ut Hotel - Shmdwni 




Restaurant & Tapos 

.fetid Amman, 3rd circle 
Tel. 6150 61 


SZEEHWAH HARDENS 
BNINESE RESTAURANT 
Typical Chinas* Foods 
Skasd GMnosa Owfs 


torn* ire”-: 


Taka away is avaOatdm 

SnatAMnb Stm# 

Um IMhOnah CotnmerdM/ Centra 

TaU 861174 
CixtluUd Always LMed 


AV/S 


Wc try harder. 


699-420 


* From malargm- 
mont 20 x 30 cm 


SOI K 1 MM I HI M\ \ 
\MM W III.. S 15 * 1 X 7 



FOR RENT 


Deluxe VBtewfApsrfaenff ■■ 
in Amman. 

For farther detials please call 

8ANABLE REAL ESTATE 

TEL: 864230 FAX 864231 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604W2 
Swefich tel: 823891 


AL-FUHEES TOURS 

(3D. 

L*LwU yA-j-aJ-l 1 

AHneTictets, Hotel Reservation's 
Groups Discount prices 




vixr.cn byre . : uv.ey zyget 
:s:\ Cyprus . Bangkok . BstTii 


MAN OFFICE AL- FUKES 

TeL 720887- Fax :72D807 

BRANCH: AL- ABDALL1 
TeL 619681/2/3- Fax: 619553 


Cleaning Services 
Every Day 


fiat, efficient, and 
professional Cleaner j 




Phone 604671 


S3 Electrolux 


Rastouforit 
You Know 

Our Pfaxss&Sandwfches 
WwTn) The 

Italian Pasta 

TXitoMO- Way 




mmmmrn 


Call tel 
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outh African unrest death 
»II reaches 552 in March 


^ kNNESBURG (R) — At 
"■ $552 people were killed in 
seal violence in South 
,-r'a during March, the 
i . fidog Human Rights Com- 
..bn IHRC) said Monday, 
x [ s commission said the 
I toll was more than dou- 
. be 245 deaths recorded in 
wary and reversed a seven- 
*h long downward trend in 
,! tal killings ahead of the 
c i 26-28 first all-race elec- 
r i 

v . wid 361 of the killings in 
* tj took place in the Kwg- 
•\ heartland and surround- 
Natal province, where a 
e : of emergency was* de- 
/ d on March 31 to safe- 
3 I the elections which are 
e 4 boycotted by Man- 
:hu Buthelezi's Zulu- 
? t Inkatha Freedom Party 

‘‘ s HRC said the Kwazulu- 
e ] figures were “the most 
v._ming element of this 
:: .h‘s figure” because it was 
*■ nly region in which high 


levels of \ioIence were still 
apparent. 

Despite the deployment of 
thousands of extra troops, at 
least 147 people have been 
killed in the region since the 
emergency declaration. 

The commission said it had 
recorded 4,139 deaths in poli- 
tical unrest since July last year 
when the election date was 
announced. 

About 15,000 people have 
been killed in political vio- 
lence. mostly between suppor- 
ters of Inkatha and those of the 
African National Congress 
(ANC). in the four years since 
President F.W. De Klerk un- 
banned opposition groups and 
began dismantling apartheid. 

Meanwhile, Britain's Lord 
Carrington will arrive in South 
Africa Tuesday to take part in 
a foreign mediation mission to 
try to break a constitutional 
impasse between rival black 
groups, officials said Monday. 

A U.K. Foreign Office 
spokesman said Lord Carring- 


ton, a former British foreign 
secretary, had agreed to take 
part in a personal capacity but 
he had the full support of the 
British government. 

Lord Carrington's office 
confirmed he would depart for 
South Africa later Monday, 
arriving Tuesday morning. 

Lord Carrington himself was 
not available for comment and 
no details of his flight were 
immediately available. 

In Johannesburg, coordina- 
tors said foreign mediators in- 
cluding Lord Carrington and 
former U.S. Secretary of State 
Henry Kissinger would arrive 
Tuesday to try to break the 
constitutional impasse berween 
Nelson Mandela's African 
National Congress and Man- 
gosuthu Buthelezi's Inkatha 
Freedom Party. 

The foreign mediators were 
unlikely to begin the peace 
mission until the week before 
the country's first all-race elec- 
tions, the ANC said Monday. 


I 

pan coalition squabble continues 


1 YO (R) — Japan’s ruling 
1 .non. locked in bitter de- 

1 over choosing a successor 
c .'rime Minister Morihiro 
t «kawa. came dose to col- 
j Monday after two rounds 

Jks ended in failure. 
v ’gotiators representing the 
j, i parties and one trade 
■ i group making up the 
jee averted an immediate 
but agreed on little else 

2 pt for an end-of-week 
c line. 

r e negotiators were due to 
again Monday but no end 
[Me crisis was in sight. 
lT :anwhile. Mr. Hosokawa 

i day convened a govem- 
i'. . panel to redraw Japan's 
c oral map. The timing of 
i, :xercise will probably de- 
fine the date of the next 

1 ral election. 

J le head of the seven- 

ii iber panel of academics 
L legal experts promised to 
l*i the job by early October, 
w 'litical analysts said this 
c ned the world's second 
s st economic power to at 
1 six more months of stop- 

fienem 

Hvours 

e 

Uctory; 

►oks to 
‘ad term 

1 1NOS AIRES (R) — Pres- 
<: Carlos Menem, dismis- 
i upset gains by a ragtag 
cst coalition, Monday 
’.ured overwhelming back- 
s’or bis plan to run for an 
s ecc dented second term 
effice. 

x tell you now, we are going 
imtinue what we have be- 
Thc economic model has 
fc backing of the; political 
us.” Mr. Menem told a 
tonight news conference 
eiay. 

rmntrywide. Mr. Menem's 
amist Party took 38 per cent 
ehc vote, followed by the 
fical Party with 20 per cent, 
r<rding to official results 
hi almost 94 per cent of 
9ig stations. 

f. Menem said PeroniSts 
a supportive parties would 1 
a: 240 seats in the 305-seat ‘ 
ambly. amply assuring pas- 
i! of an amendment to end a 
y. on consecutive presiden- 
h terms. 

Sir. Menem's mandate ex- 
s next year. He wants a 
mod term to consolidate the 
v-market reforms that pro- 
:fcd what he calls his “econo- 
i: miracle" and turned 
.centina into one of the 
; Id's leading emerging mar- 
fi. 

■cut Mr. Menem received a 
in the face in the capital in 
rform of an upset victory for 
d Broad Front leftist coali- 
a, thrown together just 
■tths ago to protest the 
nection bid and mounting 
a-ges of government corrup- 

1 th the exception of a 
ialist senator elected in 
l, no leftists had won in 
roos Aires for half'-a cen- 
it 

HTiis is a ‘no’ to corruption, 
o’ to Menem’s reelection,” 
md Front leader Carlos 
urez told a television inter- 
im. 

recent weeks, the govem- 
:'t has seen itself sucked 
!« one scandal after another 
'lose aides of Mr. Menem 
^top official faced charges 
arely upheld in court — of 
bbillion-dollar corruption 


gap government — at best, 
weak and ai worst, incapable 
of action. 

Inside parliament the Social- 
ists. biggest but most intransi- 
gent party in the alliance, de- 
manded a summit of the party 
chiefs to pick a new premier, a 
move that could have broken 
apart the disparate group had 
it ended in failure. 

“There’s still a good possi- 
bility the coalition will split in 
half because of internal friction 
but a crisis was averted for the 
time being with an agreement 
to cancel the summit meeting,” 
said political columnist Minoru 
Monta. 

In a shock announcement 
last Friday, Mr. Hosokawa 
said he was quitting because of 
questionable personal financial 
deals. He stays on until parlia- 
ment chooses a successor. 

This task has accelerated a. 
slow unravelling of the alliance 
into two camps. One is a main- 
stream group comprising the 
Shinseito (Renewal Party) of 
Foreign Minister Tsutomo 


Hata and his mentor Ichiro 
Ozawa, the Buddhist-backed 
Komeito (Gean Government 
Party) and Mr. Hosokawa's 
Japan New Party. 

Against them, the Socialists 
have formed a rival camp with 
the small Sakigake (Harbin- 
gers) Party led by Chief 
Cabinet Secretary Masayoshi 
Takemura and the centrist 
Democratic Socialist Party. 

The mainstreamers said they 
were ready to form an official 
bloc in parliament and backed 
Mr. Hata for prime minister. 

Not to be outdone, Saki- 
gake's Takemura announced a 
set of basic policy outlines' 
Monday, in effect inviting de- 
fectors from the opposition 
Liberal Democratic Party. 

The LDP, which ruled for 38 
years until last July's general 
election, is still by far the 
biggest party in parliament. 

There were no dear moves 
within the LDP to exploit the 
alliance's turmoil and push 
LDP President Yohei Kono as 
the next prime minister. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Yeltsin starts state visit to Spain 

MADRID (R) — Russian President Boris Yeltsin arrived in 
Madrid Monday at the start of a three-day state visit to Spain. 
Spanish officials hope the visit, Mr. Yeltsin's first to the West 
ance he suppressed an armed revolt last October, will put new 
life into cordial but rather lacklustre relations between the two 
countries. Western eyes will be- closely watching how Mr. 
Yeltsin performs on the visit in view of recurring doubts about 
his health. 

12 Vietnamese massacred in Cambodia 

PHNOM PENH (R) — At least 12 ethnic Vietnamese were 
killed and 23 injured in a weekend massacre southeast of 
Phnom Penh, a senior Cambodian police commander said 
Monday. It is the worst killing of ethnic Vietnamese since last 
May's U-N. -organised elections. A group of unidentified 
gunmen threw grenades and opened fire on Vietnamese 
people, killing 12 and wounding 23 including children, said 
Brigadier-General Lam Buntha. He said the massacre took 
place Saturday at Treuy Slar village in the Saang district of 
Kandal province. A United Nations human rights official told 
Reuters 13 were killed. 

Greek leftists claim attacks in Athens 

ATHENS (R) — Leftist guerrillas attacked Athens offices 
housing American and Dutch insurance companies Monday, 
using a rocket-grenade and a time-bomb, police said. They 
said the Nov. 17 Group claimed responsibility for the attacks, 
which caused damage but no casualties, in an anonymous 
telephone call to an Athens radio station. They said the 
rocket-grenade used against the office of the Alico American 
Life Insurance Company in the northern suburb of Maroussi 
had been stolen by Nov. 17 from a Greek army depot in 
Larissa. The grenade was fired from a make-shift launcher 
placed on the opposite side of the street. The offices of the 
Dutch Nationale Netherianden Insurance Company, in a 
commercial building about 100 metres from Alico, were 
wrecked when the time-bomb exploded outride the third-floor 
door. Earlier, police said a rocket was used in the attack on the 
Dutch company. 

4 injured in Belfast bomb attacks 

BELFAST (R) — Four people were injured in bomb attacks 
Sunday night on two houses in the Northern Ireland capital 
Belfast, police said. The British Broadcasting Corporation 
reported that an outlawed Protestant guerrilla group, the 
Ulster Freedom Fighters, had claimed responsibility for one of 
the attacks. Britain failed to persuade the IRA to extend a 
short truce last week, but said it would try to reconcile 
Northern Ireland's Protestants and Catholics even without the 
hardline Irish nationalists. The Irish Republican Army (IRA) 
showed it was back in business with four attacks on security 
forces in the British province hours after its Wednesday-to- 
Fnday ceasefire ended. No one was hurt but sources close to 
the IRA, whose 25-year insurrection has failed to reunite 
Ireland, warned far bigger attacks were likely to follow in 
coming weeks, Britain had dismissed the truce all along as a 
ploy to lure it into talks with the IRA’s political wing Sinn Fein 
that would be hostage to the threat of renewed violence. 

U.K. troops ready to leave Hong Kong 

HONG KONG ( AP) — Boots, jeeps, spent shells and assault 
craft — it's all got to go. China recovers Hong Kong soon, and 
the departing British army is holding garage sales of historic 
proportions. Chinese troops will march into Hong Kong in 
July 1997, so the British are packing, mothballing weapons, 
clearing barracks and preparing to leave. What they can’t take 
with them is coming under the auctioneer's gavel. Unlike 
malty uiher colonies Britain has left, Hong Kong is being 
ceded without a shot. Britain and China agreed on the transfer 
of sovereignty in 1984. 


The mediators are seen as 
the last hope in resolving the 
impasse between the ANC and 
the IFP. 

“They (mediators) will be 
here as soon as the issue of 
their terms of reference have 
been finalised,” said ANC 
spokesman Ronnie Mamoepa, 
adding this was unlikely before 
the end of the week. 

A summit of the country's 
four key leaders — Mr. Man- 
dela. President F.W. De 
Klerk, Zulu King Goodwill 
Zwelithini and Inkatha Free- 
dom Party leader Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi — failed to agree on 
peace but agreed Friday to 
urgent talks on mediation 
terms. 

Inkatha, which is boycotting 
the April 26-28 first all-race 
elections which the ANC is 
widely expected to win, is de- 
manding virtual autonomy for 
the country's 8-5 million Zulus, 
whose loyalties are fiercely 
contested by the two main 
black parties. 


Police hold 
S. Korean 
monks in 
temple raid 


SEOUL (R) — Riot police 
stormed the main temple of 
South Korea's largest Buddhist 
order Monday and arrested 
134 monks involved in a heated 
dispute over the fixture of the 
order’s head priest. 

Hundreds of policemen 
moved into an administration 
building in the compound .of . 
the Chogye Temple in central 
Seoul to disperse opposing 
groups of monks, polio: said. 

Reformist monks are calling 
for the resignation of head 
priest Sub Eiri-Hyon, whom 
they allege was involved in a 
multi-million dollar business 
scandal. 

A group of the ..reformist 
monks took over part of the 
five-storey block Sunday after- 
noon ixt an attempt to force 
Sub's resignation. . 

. The spokesman said police 
stepped in- when tbe refennists 
tried to, evict Suh an^Jnsjfplr 
lowers from the building, 
although it was unclear if Suh 
was in his office at the time. 

“A total of 134 monks, in- 
cluding 51 monks supporting 
Suh, are under questioning in 
police custody," a police 
spokesman said. “We will for- 
mally charge several of those 
we think are the ringleaders in 
the violence.” 

No serious injuries were re- 
ported in the raid, he said. 

About 1,000 riot police 
stood guard in the temple com- 
pound to prevent further dis- 
turbances while about 100 pro- 
reform monks prayed inside, 
witnesses said. _ 

An initial police raid took 
place Sunday afternoon to dis- 
perse hundreds of reformists 
who were trying to enter the 
building after an anti-Suh rally 
by about 5,000 monks, nuns 
and followers. 



Supporters displays posters of ANC President rally to commemorate the first anniversary of the 
Nelson Mandela, ,'tbe late Chris ]R a W and Oliver , death of the South African Communist Party 
Tambo outside the stadium in Soweto, after a (SACP) chief Girls Han! (AFP photo) 

Russia accuses Ukraine troops of 
storming Black Sea Fleet base 


MOSCOW (AP) — Russia ac- 
cused Ukraine Monday of 
storming a Black Sea naval 
base and arresting three offic- " 
ers. Ukraine denied using vio- 
lence in one of the most serious 
dashes yet over control of the 
Black Sea Fleet. 

The Russian military said 
120 Ukrainian commandos 
took over the base in the 
Ukrainian port of Odessa Sun- 
day, handcuffed the three 
officers, beat some sailors and 
family members, and pre- 
vented other officers and crew 
from leaving. 

Ukrainian officials, howev- 
er, said the arrests were made 
by four military police without 
violence. 

In Kiev, the Ukrainian capit- 
al, Defence Ministry spokes- 
man Oleksandr Kluban said 
the three officers were arrested 
for stealing military equip- 
ment. One. a Belorussian, has 
been released, he said. 

The arrests stem from a 
dash Friday night when a Rus- 
sian ship, the Cheleken, 
loaded navigational equipment 
at Odessa and sailed away de- 
spite objections by Ukrainian 
naval officials. 

The Cheleken, chased by 
Ukrainian ships and planes, 
sailed to the Russian- 
oontrolled port of Sevastopol 
on the Crimean peninsula, the 
headquarters of the Black Sea 
Fleet! . - • . 


Russia and Ukraine have 
jointly owned the Black Sea 
Fleet since the Soviet breakup 
in 1991, and have frequently 
quarrelled over its control. 
Most officers and sailors in the 
fleet are Russian. 

The powerful armada of ab- 
out 300 small and medium-size 
ships was the Soviet counterba- 
lance to the U.S. 6th Fleet in 
the Mediterranean. 

Russian fleet officials also 
reported that Ukrainian crack 
units Monday blocked the gar- 
rison of the fleet's 46th Hyd- 
rographic Division, which the 
Cheleken belongs to. They 
said communications with the 
division, near Odessa, had 
been cut. 

Russia's Navy Central Com- 
mand protested to Ukraine's 
Defence Ministry. It accused 
Ukraine of “political irrespon- 
sibility” and creating “an ex- 
plosive situation around the 
Black Sea Fleet.” 

“They injured several civi- 
lians, including children. They 
broke into homes and broke 
windows” in the storming of 
the Odessa base, said Andrei 
Grachev, spokesman for Rus- 
sia's Black Sea Fleet com- 
mand. 

Adm. Eduard Baltin, the 
Russian fleet commander, de- 
scribed the seizure as the “ac- 
tions of uncontrollable gangs,” 
ITAR-TASS said. 

:■ Mr. Kluban. called* he- Rus- 


sian charges “absurd.” 

“No force was used, no spe- 
cial forces were involved, no 
windows were broken and no 
doors were kicked in,” he said. 

Volodymyr Petenko, milit- 
ary affairs adviser to Ukrainian 
President Leoqid Kravchuk, 
accused Adm. Baltin of steal- ' 
ing the navigational equip- 
ment. 

“The incident is part of the 
continuing saga,” Mr. Petenko 
said. “Instead of screaming, he 
should recall how he stole 
goods in the middle of the 
night.” 

The Russian military said it 
needed no permission to take 
the equipment because it was 
fleet property. Some Russian 
news reports also said Ukraine 
owed money for the equip- 
ment’s use. 

About 100 Russian officers 
and sailors were on the base 
Sunday, along with 200 family 
members and civilian em- 
ployees. 

Mr. Kluban said Odessa's 
military prosecutor issued the 
arrest warrants. 

Still held were Col. Oleg- 
Fioktistov, who was in charge 
of the equipment, and Lt-Col. 
Dmitry Starikov, who is ac- 
cused of commanding sailors to 
shoot if Ukrainians interfered 
with the Cheleken's* loading. 
Each could face 10 years in 
prison if convicted, Mr. 'Kln- 
ban said. 
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Communists win big in Ukraine polls 


KIEV (R) — Communists and 
their alh'es won foe largest 
number of seats in Ukraine's 
first post-Soviet general elec-, 
tion, preliminary results 
showed Monday. 

But with nationalists doing 
well in their traditional western 
strongholds and pro-Russian ’ 
Communists and their allies 
sweeping the country's indust- 
rial east, the new parliament 
was certain to be riven by 
confrontation. 

Partial results from return- 
ing officers showed Commun- 
ists and their Socialist and 
Agrarian allies won about 80 of 
parliament's 450 seats after 
two rounds of voting. Thirty- 
four of these were in Donetsk 
and Lugansk where commit- 
ment to Ukrainian statehood is 
rnmimal. 


Moderate nationalists 
elected about 45 members, 
mostly in western and central 
Ukraine. Extreme nationalists, 
whose uniformed activists pa- 
raded through cities daring the 
election campaign, put three 
members in parliament. 

Large numbers of indepen-, 
dents with uncertain political 
orientation also got in. 

‘^Communists and 'extreme 
nationalists will end up des- 
troying each other in parlia- 
ment,” Taras Stebsidv, a lead- 
ing moderate nationalists 
elected in the city of Lvov, told 
Reuters. 

“Clashes will be on three 
issues — membership of the 
(Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States), a new constitu- 
tion and tne staging of pres- 
idential elections.” 


Despite a turnout of more 
than 66 per cent, results in 
more than 100 districts may be 
invalid under complex elector- 
al roles. Electoral officials said 
at least 330 deputies would 
take their seats, enough for 
parliament to sit and take cri- 
tical decisions. 

Two years after the collapse 
of Soviet power, the issue of 
national identity and statehood 
is still critical. 

Voters in eastern Ukraine 
and Crimea showed limited 
commitment to the new state 
Mien they voted heavily in 
informal plebiscites two weeks 
ago for closer links to Russia. 

Key allies of President 
Leonid Kravchuk won seats in 
Sunday’s decision round. 


Thousands march in Mexico City to mark Zapata death 


MEXICO CITY (R) — Tens 
of thousands of people, some 
openly supporting Zapatista 
guerrillas in southern Mexico, 
marched through the streets of 
Mexico Gty to mark the 75th 
anniversary of revolutionary 
hero Emiliano Zapata's death. 

Peasant fanners, brightly 
dad indigenous women and 
the occasional marcher wear- 
ing the trademark ski mask of 
guerrilla leader “Marcos" 
thronged the streets of the dty 
centre in a series of marches to 
the capital's Zocalo Main 
Square. 

Marchers carried banners 
reading “Zapata is not dead” 
and “long live the EZLN" — 
the Spanish initials of the self- 
styled Zapatista National Li- 
beration Army which rose up 
in arms on Jan. 1 in the south- 
ern state of Chiapas. 

The Zapatista guerrillas are 
demanding justice for Mexico’s 
downtrodden indigenous peo- 
ples, land redistribution and 
national democratic reform. 

The march was led by peasant 
fanners from Chiapas deman- 
ding a fairer system of land- 
holding in the state — a key 
battle cry of Zapata when he 
fought in the 1910-1917 Mex- 
ican revolution to demand 
nationwide land reform. 

Zapata was shot to death in 
an ambush by revolutionary 
rivals in 1919. 

Many of the protesters, who 
came from states across the 
countty, said they opposed re- 
cent constitutional reforms in 
Mexico aimed at attracting 
more private capital to agricul- 


ture by allowing the sale of 
“Ejidos," or state-owned 
farmland now parcelled . out to 
individual peasant farmers or 
collectives. 

The sale of Ejido land was 
previously illegal. Critics of the 
new system say it will allow the 
wealthy to strip poor farmers 
of their lands, while advocates 
say it should boost the produc- 
tivity of the agricultural sector. 

“It is not just, it is not fair,” 
said one gray-haired marcher 
from Zapata's home state of 
Morelos near Mexico Gty. 
“Poor fanners are threatened 
by this." 

The Zapatista rebels, in a 
statement marking Zapata’s 
armiversajy carried on local 
radio, said those responsible 
for the reform were guilty of 
“treason against Mexico," but 
added “the EZLN's heart is 
fill! of joy" at the demonstra- 
tion. 

President Carlos Salinas De 
Gortari commemorated the 
anniversary by personally 
handing out almost $1 million 
in aid to fanners in Morelos, 
part of a simultaneous distribu- 
tion of some S10 million to 
formers across the country. 

The government said Sun- 
day’s payments completed pay- 
ments of more than J30 million 
in direct aid to fanners for this 
year’s fall-winter agricultural 
cycle under a new direct-aid 
scheme known as Procampo. 

Meanwhile, the judge pres- 
iding over investigations into 
the slaying of Mexican pres- 
idential candidate Luis DonaJ- 
do Cotosio freed one suspect 



for lack Of evidence Sunday 
and issued formal imprison- 
ment orders against two 
others. 

Judge Alejandro Sosa told 
. reporters be had ordered the 
release of Rodolfo Rivapala- 
do, a former police officer who 
organised a security detail for 
Mr. Colosio in the northern 
dty of Tijuana the day of his 
death, after finding insufficient 
grounds to jail him on charges 
of criminal association. 

Radio reports said Mr. Riva- 
palario later left the maximum- 
security prison outside Mexico 
Gty where suspects in the 
slaying are being held, but said 
nothing as he drove away in a 
private car. 

Government-appointed spe- 
cial prosecutor Miguel Montes 
will appeal the judge’s deri- 
sion, his office said m a state- 
ment. 

Several members of the 
security detail have been ac- 
cused of taking part in the 
March 23 murder of Mr. Col- 
osio, either by dearing a way 
through rally crowds for 
alleged assassin Mario Aburto 
Martinez to shoot the candi- 
date, by impeding the work of 
other security guards or by 
blocking Mr. Colosio's move- 
ments. _ 

Spedal prosecutor Miguel 
Montes has said that at least 
seven people took part in a 
conspiracy to kill Mr. Colosio, 
although he has yet to give a 
motive. 

The government has re- 
leased a videotape and photo- 


giopua it says show the sus- 
pects acting suspiciously in the 
moments before Mr. Aburto 
fired a revolver at Mr. Col- 
osio’s head. 

Mr. Montes said suspicion 
fell on Mr. Rivapalario, who is 
also a member of the ruling 
Institutional Revolutionary 
Party (PRI), because he orga- 
nised the security team. Mr. 
Rivapalario does not appear in 
the video or photographic evi- 
dence. 

Judge Sosa said he also 
threw out charges of criminal 
association against all the sus- 
pects in the murder. 

But he ordered the formal 
imprisonment of former 
policeman Vicente Mayoral 
Valenzuela v and his son Rodol- 
fo' Mayofal Esquer on charges 
of- aiding and abetting the 
muder. 

The decisions meant that 
alleged killer Aburto, former 
policeman TranquiKno San- 
chez Venegas and the two 
Mayo ra Is are now formally im- 
prisoned pending further in- 
vestigations. 

In a separate development, 
Mexico’s new ruling party* 
presidential candidate Ernesto 
Zedillo has moved quickly to 
relaunch his party's campaign 
after the assassination of Mr, 
Colosio, but critics wonder if 
the uncharismatic economist 
can win a clean election. 

Mr. Zedilio, 42, was thrust, 
mto the limelight on March 29 ■ 
when President Salinas had 
him named presidential candi- 
date for the PRI. to replace the 
slam Colosio. 


Cobain’s suicide 

note blames lack 
of passion 

SEATTLE (R) — Rock anger 
Kurt Cobain Wiled himself If 
cause be no longer felt the 
passion needed to go on with 
his music, according to ex- 
cerpts of his suicide note read 
at a memorial service Sunday. 
‘Tm too much of an erratic, 
moody person and I don't have 
the passion anymore," Co bain 
said in the note, read by his 
sobbing widow Courtney Love 
and played in a tape recording 
to about 3,000 grieving fans of 
the singer’s hugely popular 

grunge-rock band Nirvana. 
Cobain’s body was found Fri- 
day in an apartment over the 
garage of his home in an exclu- 
sive Seattle neighbourhood. 
Cobain, 27, died of a self- 
inflicted shotgun wound to the 
head, police and coroner’s offi- 
cials said. Sadness was mixed 
with anger at the candlelight 
v igil for the musician, whose 
anguished lyrics gave voice to a 
generation and made Nirvana 
one of the most popular rock 
groups of the 1990s. At the 
urging of the tape-recorded 
message from Love, fans 
shouted an obscenity at Co- 
bain’s memory. But many wept 
as they listened to the final 
words of the singer-scmgwriter 
who put the Seattle punk-rock 
subculture onto the interna- 
tional map. “Sometimes I feel 
as if I should have a punch -in 
time dock before I walk out on 
staged" CObain said in the 
note. “The fact is I can’t fool 
you, any one of yon. It simply 
isn’t fair to you or to me.” In 
an apparent reference to his 
long battle with heroin addic- 
tion, Cobain wrote that he 
needed “to be slightly numb in 
order to regain the enthusiasm 
I once had as a child.” he also 
referred to the “burning, 
nauseous” stomach that pla- 
gued him for years. Love said 
she often had feared Cobain’s 
suicide, but said die regretted 
listening to people who recom- 
mended that she treat Cobain 
with “tough love,” referring to 
a philosophy of forcing drug 
addicts to face their problems 
alone. “We all should have let 
him have his numbness, we 
should have let him have the 
thing that made him feel-bet- 
ter... instead of trying to strip 
away his skin,” Love said. 

Rock singer’s 
death spurs 
record sales 

LOS ANGELES (R) — Re- 
tailers across the United States 
said last week’s suicide of Nir- 
vana lead ringer Kart Cobain 
had spurred sales of the band's 
albums, especially its early, in- 
dependent releases. Holly- 
wood trade paper daily Variety 
said retailers were busy keep- 
ing copies of the grunge-rock 
trio's output on their shelves. 
“It sounds ghoulish, but we’ve 
ordered another 200 copies of 
Nirvana's (In Utero) album,” a 
local record-store buyer, who 
declined to be identified, told 
the paper. “I don’t want (the 
public) to think we're taking 
advantage of a tragedy, but 
we've sold a lot of records 
since the news came out. 
We’ve probably moved twice 
the number of units we nor- 
mally wonld have.” In Utero is 
the follow-up to Nevermind, 
the band’s 1991 multimDlion- 
selfing dehut for the DGC im- 
print of Los Angeles-based 
label Geffen Records, owned 
by Japan’s Matsushita through 
MCA Inc. Notwithstanding the 
band's huge popularity. In 
Utero had been viewed as a 
relative disappointment, hav- 
ing sold fewer than two million 
copies in the United States 
since its release last fall. This 
was in part due to the refusal of 
major chains like Wal-Mart to 
Stock It because of apparently 
offensive art. Collectors in re- 
cent days seemed to be focus- 
ing on Nirvana’s early record- 
ings, released mostly by Seat- 
tle’s acclaimed independent 
label Sub Pop. The band’s first 
single. Love Buzz/Big Cheese, 
was released in November 
1988, a year after Cobain co- 
founded the band with bass 
player Krist Novoselic. The 
awces spawned a full album. 
Bleach, which was released the 
following June. 


Jackson fan 
booked for 
making threat 

LOS ANGELES (R) _ A 
Michael Jackson fan was in 
custody Sunday after being 
arresuxi for making a terrorist 
m a «ported break-in at 
the home of the father of tire 

mo 3 ! Ja ckson of 

molKtmg him. Denise Pfeif- 
fer, 24, was being held at the 
Los Angeles County Women’s 
Jad following her arrest Thurs! 
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Sanchez , beats Sabatini 
in Amelia Island final 
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. . " AMELIA ISLAND, Florida 
: liAP) — Arantxa Sanchez 
; .Vicario, dedicating her victory 
; 7 to her stricken father, won the 
l Bausch and Lome Cham- 
pionships for the second 
. straight year Sunday, beating 
, cGabriela Sabatini 6-1, 6-4 to 
end a streak of 15 consecutive 
r tournaments without a singles 
'title. 

“It’s always great when you 
. finally -win,” said Sanchez 
Vieaiio, the top-seeded player 
in the $400,000 clay-court 
event. “I played my best 
moved the ball well and 
dominated the match/’ 

. The title was the first of the 
year for Sanchez Vicario, who 
won four tournaments in 1993 
but had gone 0-5 in finals since 
test May, including losses to 
Steffi Graff in this year’s Au- 
£ stralian Open and Virginia 
^ Slims of Florida. 

Sanchez Vicario’s father, 
.Emilio, had a heart attack in 
Spain five days earlier. 

■“He’s feeling much better, 
and Tm sure he’ll be proud of 
me.” Sanchez Vicario said. 
“He wanted me to stay and 
win. I did it for him." 

Later Sunday, she and Lar- 
isa Neiland captured the dou- 
bles crown with a 6-2, 6-7, 6-4 
victory over Amanda Coetzer 
and Ines- Gorrachategui. 

Sanchez Vicario beat Sabati- 
ni for the sixth time in their last 
seven meetings. They also met 
in the Amelia Island final last 
year. 

Sanchez Vicario broke Saba- 


tini in the first and third games 
for a 3-0 lead, then broke her 
?gain to close out the first set 
in 37 minutes. Sabatini com- 
muted only 18 unforced errors 
in Saturday’s semifinal victory 
over Lindsay Davenport, but 
had 14 to Sanchez Vicario’s 
four in ‘the opening set. 

Sabatini, a-tbree time winner 
of this tournament, settled 
down to win three straight 
games for a 3-1 lead in the 
second set. But she never 
gained control of the match. 

Sanchez Vicario won the 
next three games, then finished 
off a fatigued Sabatini by hold- 
ing serve for a 5-4 lead and 
breaking the tournament’s 
fourth-seeded player for the 
match. 

“She played a good match," 
said Sabatini. who has gone 
nearly two years — 33 consecu- 
tive tournaments — without 
winning a title. “She didn’t 
give me much chance to do 
anything.” 

Still, Sabatini was encour- 
aged by her performance in the 
tournament. She survived a 
three-set match against Aman- 
da Coetzer, a tough clay court 
player, in the third round, then 
beat Mary Pierce and Daven- 
port to reach the final. 

“I look at the week as a 
great week," said Sabatini. 
adding she played with re- 
newed confidence that should 
help her the best of the season. 
“I really had a good time out 
there.” 


Russia extends deadline 
for mutinous players 


MOSCOW (R) —The Russian 
Soccer Federation Monday 
said it would give rebel players 
a few extra days to decide 
whether they would end their 
mutiny and play for the nation- 
al side in this summer's World 
Cup finals. 

A week ago the federation 
gave the 14 rebels just five days 
to back down from there 
deamnds that coach Pavel 
Sadyrin be sacked for incom- 
petence- But by the deadline 
late Friday only two of the 
foreign-based players had re- 
plied. 

Federation Vice-President 
Nikita Simon yan said soccer 
chiefs had agreed to a request 
by several players that the 
deadline be extended to this 
Thursday to give them more 
time to decide. 

“We consider that those who 
did not ask for more time are 
refusing to play," he said in a 
telephone interview. 

“We won’t lose — they 
will... They don’t want to play 
and we don't need them. Time 
is passing and we can't wait any 
longer," he added, but de- 
clined to name those players 
who wanted the deadline ex- 
tended. 

The unprecedented five- 
month mutiny has seriously 
damaged Russia's chances in 
the first World Cup since the 
break-up of the Soviet Union 
in late 1991. 

The one bright spot for 
Sadyrin was the decision by 


most of the contingent from 
Russian champions Spartak 
Moscow to playfor the nation- 
al side. 

But Spartak midfielder Val- 
ery Karpin, one of the most 
promising prospects, has made 
it clear he will not back down. 
Dynamo Moscow midfielder 
Igor Dobrovolsky, back in 
Russia after an unsuccessful 
spell abroad, will also not play. 

“Karpin doesn't want to play 
for the national side and we are 
. not npset by this in the slight- 
est," Slmonyan said. 

“• “Eight Spartak players 
joined the squad. This is a' 
good reinforcement. At the 
end of May we will make a 
final list of the 22 players,” he 
said. 

Dobrovolsky told Moscow 
television Sunday that those 
players refusing to play at the 
World Cup hoped to take part 
in the 1996 European cham- 
pionships in England. Sadyr- 
in’s contract runs out at the 
end of this year. 

Those still holding out in- 
clude Inter Milan midfielder 
and national captain Igor Sha- 
limov, Manchester United win- 
ger Andrei Kancbelskis and 
strikers Igor Koiyyanov from 
Foggia and Sergei Kiryakov 
from Karlsruhe. 

A replacement team of 
largely antried players was 
lucky to escape with a 0-0 draw 
against Ireland last month. 
Further friendlies are planned 
against Turkey and Slovenia. 
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East-West vulnerable. Sooth 
deals. 

NORTH 

* A 10 9 
9 6 S 

6 7 5 

♦ A J 10 8 7 4 

WEST EAST 

•054 48732 

9X10 432 TQJ9 
0Q98 v A 6 4 8 

432 **6 

SOUTH 

* K Q J 

7 AS 7 

6 K J 10 2 

♦ Q 9 5 
The 

South West North East 
. 1 NT Pass 3 NT Pass 

Pass Pa** ^ , _ 

Opening lead: Three of v 
There am some hands where fle- 

dorar is faced with a pure guess, but 
few expert* like to be in a situation 
over which they have no eontroL 
UfioaHy. they have some mftima- 
tkm on which to base their play. 
And sometimes there is really M 

BU ttyou object to North’s raise to 
three no trump, it’s time for you to 
get oat your bridge primer. There 
-- are few hands that will make five 
'eh he and nn t three no trump, but 


many more that wiB make three no 
tramp and not five clubs. 

West led a low heart and. since 
the major problem was to protect 
against A losing dub finesse, declar- 
er ducked the Erst two rounds, win- 
ning the third. When the dob 
finesse lost to the king. East Sta n d 
the devilish shift to a low diamond. 
What would yon do? 

To the unini tiated, it might se e m 
it is a pure guess whether declarer 
qtinaild insert the ten, fmwwhig East 
for the queen, or the king; hoping 
P-aet holds the ace. However, the 
location of the queen la immaterial. 
Why? 

If West gains the lead, the con- 
tract will be defeated— the defend- 
ers vnH collect four heart tricks, a 
chib and at least one cBamond. If 
West bolds the ace of diamonds , 
there is no way to shut out that 
defender from cashing the estab- 
lished hearts. Therefore, the only 
chance for the contract is. to play the 
«n F hoping that East has the ace. 

By the way, we know the contract 
can be defeated if, after being al- 
lowed to hold the second heart. East 
Shifts to a diamond. The defenders 
will get two hearts, two diamonds 
and the king of clubs. But if Bast is 
that good. offer your 
congratulations. 
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National tennis team returns 
with disappointing results 


By Ateen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan’s national tennis team 
Tuesday re turns home after taking pan in the 
Davis Cup qualifying matches of the Asia/ 
Oceania zone group 3 held in Qatar April 4-10. 

Like the team’s coach had predicted prior to 
tbeir departure, the Kingdom’s participation in 
this year’s competition did not yield any change 
in their classification, nor does the team return 
with any victorious results. 

Jordan’s only win was 3-0 over Brunei. The 
team lost to Uzbekistan, Bahrain and Lebanon. 

Uzbekistan topped the group standings and 
will be promoted to group 2 in 1995, while 
Bahrain, Lebanon, Jordan and Brunei will 
again- remain in group 3 next season. 

It was Jordan’s sixth Davis Cup participation. 
The Kingdom’s team bad played in group 2 
alongside more experienced Asian reams like 
Malaysia. Singapore, Iran and Pakistan for the 
past three years before being relegated to group 
3 following their loss to Malaysia and Iran in the 
1993 competition. 

Until 1994, the national tennis team bad 
mainly relied on the experienced Hani A! Ali, 
who had dominated the tennis scene for a 
decade. However, this year Ali and runner-up 
I mad Abu Kamda missed the competition and 
the pressure was on the country's new young 
champion Latth A1 Azzouni, who played his 
third Davis Cup. His teammates were Samir 
Rifa'i, Laith A1 Kuxdi and Wadi* Kawar. 

Prior to departure, national team coach 
Yousef A1 Oreibi had told the Jordan Times in 
a counside interview that Azzouni, 16, and 
Rifa’i, 29, had been regularl y pra ctising at the 
Jordan Tennis Federation (JTF) courts three 
times a week for the past two months. Howev- 
er, Kawar and Koidi, both 19, have only 
recently joined the national team after their 
arrival from the U.S. where both attend uni- 
versity. 

“Personally, I am not optimistic of the team 
scoring a satisfactory result his year. However, 
you have to understand that there has been a 
turning point in the country’s tennis scene.” 
Oreibi had told the Jordan limes. “The JTF is 
now very keen on preparing a big number of 
young players. Just give them a couple of years 
and you'll see the result yourself,” be asserted, 
pointing out that there were now at least eight 
young players who would someday well repre- 
sent the Kingdom in such competitions. 


In past years, Jordan’s national team was 
unable to display its true quality of play as the 
team mainly depended on the efforts of Ali and 
Abu Hamda who would become exhausted in 
the three-day Davis Cup ties which demand 
physical fitness and availability of players who 
would play in doubles and singles matches. 

“There is no question that we could have 
secured a good result with Ali and Abu Hamda, 
but we hope that the players will benefit from 
our participation this year as we know the 
Lebanese and Bahraini teams are very good 
and have more experienced players,” said 
Oreibi. 

Unlike other years, the national team did not 
have any friendly matches with other countries 
prior to the competition because two of its 
members were abroad. Therefore, Azzouni and 
Rifa’i had to test their preparedness by playing 
against Iraq’s top three ranked players who are 
now training m Jordan, and regularly played 
tbeir experienced coach who was Iraq's cham- 
pion for 14 years before retiring from competi- 
tive tennis in 1988. 

Youth team to play in world junior cham- 
pionship 

Three promising Jordanian players are now 
preparing to compete in the qualifying matches 
for the NTT World Junior Tennis Cham- 
pionship, which will take place in Japan in 
August. 

Ibrahim A1 Hadid of the JTF Monday told 
the Jordan Times that this would be the first 
time Jordan plays in such a competition re- 
served for under-14 players only. 

The Kingdom will be represented by Tharwat 
A1 Qaisi. Ahmad A1 Hadid and Jamal Olaby. 

Jordan will be contesting qualification along- 
side 11 other Asian teams in the Qualifying 
round which will be held in Thailand May 2-8. 

The Kingdom’s team will be competing 
alongside Australia, China, Chinese Taipei, 
Hong Kong. India, Indonesia, Japan, the Re- 
public of Korea, Malaysia, the Philippines and 

Thailan d 

Following the qualifying round, three teams 
will qualify for the world championship. 

In addition to the top three Asian teams, 13 
other nations will compete in the world cham- 
pionship: six from Europe,' two from North 
America, three from South America, one from 
Africa in addition to Japan, the host nation. 


Krajicek wins 
Spanish title 

BARCELONA, Spain (AP) 
— Dutchman Richard Kra- 
jicek overcame Spaniard Car- 
los Costa by three sets to nil 
-Sunday nr-wiiv , tHe"59O0 , ,OOO 
Conde de Godo ATP tennis 
tournament. 

Playing his first singles event 
since taking five months off to 
battle tendinitis. Krajicek de- 
feated Costa 6-4, 7-6 (8-6), 6-2 
for the clay-court title. 

In the tournament’s doubles 
final, Russia's Yevgeny Kafel- 
nikov and David Rikl of the 
Czech Republic came back 
from one set down to defeat 
American Jim Courier and 
Spain’s Javier Sanchez Vicario 
5-7, 6-1, 6-4. 

Krajicek, who has one of the 
tour’s fastest serves, took con- 
trol of the match with ease 
after he managed to fend off 
Costa's challenge and win the 
tie breaker in the second set. 

“I came here just to test my 
knees and my physical condi- 
tion, but I was not expecting 
that much. I should keep that 
attitude more often,” Krajicek 
said. Feeling less pressure to 
perform well improved his 
play. Krajicek added. 

The 22-year-old, who suffers 
from tendinitis in both knees, 
entered the Barcelona tourna- 
ment seeded seventh. 


Seattle beat Phoenix, 
win Pacific Division 


SEATTLE, Washington (R) 
— Kendall Gill scored a 
season-high 29 points to help 
the Seattle Supersonics clinch 
their first division title in 15 
years with a 111-108 win over 
the Phoenix Suns late Sunday. 

Seattle, which outscored 
Phoenix 36-19 in the derisive 
fourth quarter, also set a 
franchise record for wins in a 
season with 57. 

The Sonics, who won for the 
11th time in 12 games and 
improved to a league-best 57- 
18, trailed 96-88 with 7:21 re- 
maining before embarking on a 
14-1 surge for a 102-97 lead 
with 2:24 to play. 

Vincent Askew scored six 
points during the charge and 
had 13 in the fourth quarter. 

A.C. Green hit a 17-footer 
with 1:55 left to bring the Suns 
with 102-99, but Phoenix could, 
get no closer. 

Charles Barkley scored 23 
points. Cedric Ceballos had 21 
and Dan Majerle chipped in 
with 20 for Phoenix, which was 
held without a field goal for 
5:26 during Seattle's rally. 

Seattle bad won the Pacific 
Division just once before in its 
26-year history, in its cham- 
pionship year of 1978-79. 


At New Jersey. Kenny 
Anderson scored 12 of his 16 
points in the first quarter and . 
the’ Nets breezed a 107-88 
rout of their -cifessriver-rival 
New York Knicks. 

Derrick Coleman led the 
Nets with 17 points and 12 
rebounds and Kevin Edwards 
added 16. David Wesley came 
off the bench to score 12 points 
in 12 minutes for New Jersey. 

Patrick Ewing, who sat out 
Friday’s loss to Philadelphia 
with the flu, scored a game- 
high 28 points and grabbed 13 
rebounds for the Knicks, who 
failed for the second game in a 
row to clinch the Atlantic Divi- 
sion tide. 

The Nets (40-35) finished 4-1 
this season against the Knicks 
(57-22), who have the best 
record in the Eastern Confer- 
ence. 

In Denver, Hakeem Ola- 
juwon hit a 12-foot jumper 
with five seconds left as the 
Houston Rockets rallied from 
a 17-point deficit for a 93-92 
victory over the Nuggets. 

Olajuwon scored 14 of his 31* 
points in the fourth quarter to 
rally the Rockets to their 
fourth straight win and 13th in 
16 contests. 


Nigeria wins African Cup 


TUNIS (API — Emmanual 
Amunike scored once in each 
half to rally Nigeria to its 
second African Nations Cup 
title late Sunday, beating Zam- 
bia 2-1 and adding to the dis- 
appointment of the Zambians 
who again fell one game short. 

It was the first title sin£e 
1990 for the "Super Eagles.” 
who finished runner-up in 
1984. 1988 and 1990 and third 
in 1992. 

For Zambia, the loss was a 
bitter blow, having been stop- 
ped one game short of the 
World Cup last October. That 
was only six months after vir- 
tually the entire team was 
wiped out in a plane crash off 
the coast of Gabon en route to 
their first game in the final 
round of World Cup qual- 
ifying. 

Following the crash, the 
team rebounded miraculously 
around Scottish coach Ian Por- 
terfield. needing only a draw 
on the final day of qualifying 
but foiling 1-0 to Morocco. 

Zambia reached Sunday’s 
final without conceding a goal 
and again were the sentimental 
favourites. 

“We lost gallantly. I*m very 
happy with the boys." said 
Zambia coach Freddie Mwila. 
“I wish Nigeria well in the 
World Cup. Hopefully, we'll 
come back in two years' time 
and be greater and stronger. 
Zambia fans should be proud 
of us. We did enough to win. 
but we did not.'* 

World Cup-bound Nigeria's 
victory confirmed its reputa- 
tion as Africa's best heading 
into this summer's world cham- 
pionship. 

“! am happy.” said Nigeria's 
Dutch coach Clemens Wes- 
terhof. “I have proven a point. 
A lot of people haven’t be- 
lieved in me. This victory will 
help me psychologically to pre- 
pare for the World Cup. 

“Before. 1 really didn’t be- 
lieve that 1 could go far in the 
World Cup. With this victory, I 
now believe I will go far in the 
World Cup. Before now. I had 
my doubts. 

“I now know I have boys 
who can make it. bur I am 
prepared for the World Cup.” 

The rhythm of the game was 
established early, with Elija 
Litana giving Zambia the lead 
in the third minute.- heading in 
a corner kick that went 
through Nigerian keeper Peter 
Rufoi's arms. 

Amunike tied it two minutes 
later, heading a corner kick that 
deflected off Zambia keeper 
James Phiri into the goal. 
Amunike then added the game 
winner in the 47th minute, 
controlling a cross just behind 
the penalty spot and beating 
Phiri from 12 metres. 

“I am not upset with the 
coach for not fielding me be- 
fore this match.” Amunike 
said. “We have very good play- 
ers. I have nothing against 
anyone. I’m just happy that 
when I was given a chance, I 
justified myself. To score goals 
in a nations cup final is the 
greatest thing that ever hap- 
pened to me. 

‘My fans back in Egypt and 
Nigeria will be very happy. I 
am really on top of the world." 

Zambia nearly tied the game 
minutes later when Kalusha 
Bwalya found himself un- 
marked five metres from the 
goal but Rufai anticipated well 
and blocked the shot. 

Bwalya was one of the few 


4 the BEDOUIN’S BAZAAR -tf* 
Is Now Open S 

20% discount to all diplomatic missions ^5! 
SPECIAL PRICES will be offered on a very rare and unique 
handcrafts bedouin and oriental rugs Carpets brass, cop- 
per, silver lewellery, embroidery and all kinds of g;?ts and 
souvenirs Cards are welcome. 

LOCATED: Next to the American School, Royai Automobile 
Club-Street, near Chili House Restaurant. 

Tel.: 824485 - open daily from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 


Doesn’t 

EVERYONE 
HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO 
FEEL GOOD 
ABOUT . 
THEMSELVES? 


Wear Your 
Birth Stone! 

D ajani 

JEWELLERS . 


Amra Hotel. 
Amman. 


DUTY FREE CAR FOR SALE 

1993 MITSUBISHI Lancer, metallic navy blue 
colour, no accessories except radio, cassette 
player and air-condition. 

Please call tel. 823356 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 


Private Company looking for : 


Must hove the following qualifications: 

- Proficient in Arabic and English (Reading, Writing and 
Speaking). 

- Experienced in Word processing (Arabic and English). 

- Able to set up and organize Hiing system. 

- Able to handle telephone calls professionally. 


Please apply by sending resume to : 

P.O. Bnx 1838. Amman 11185 Jordan Or Fax to 676664 
We udll reply to all applicants 




Photo on top shows Zambian Harrison Choogo (left) being 
passed by Nigerian Fra manual Amunike who scared tike two 
victorious gods for his team during the African Nations Cup 
final in Tunis- Below, happy Nigerian soccer players hold aloft 
tbeir trophy after the victory (AFP photo) 



Nigerians go wild 
over cup victory 


LAGOS (R) — Nigerians 
went wild Sunday evening 
after their national team, the 
Super Eagles, won the Afri- 
can Nations Cup. 

Motorists hooted their 
horns on the streets of Lagos 
minutes after the final match 
of the tournament as alcohol 
was freely consumed in bars 
in the Nigerian city. 

"God is a Nigerian.” one 
taxi driver pronounced after 
Zambia hit the post in the last 
10 minutes of the final in 
Tunis which Nigeria won 2-1 . 

At one bar in Surolere, a 
middle-class suburb of Lagos, 
the owner declared drinks 
. were free for all regular pat- 
**rons. *’*' ’ 

It was the second time 
Nigeria, Africa's most popu- 
lous country , had won the cup. 
The match was watched on 
television by millions, includ- 
ing military ruler General 

Zambian players spared when 
he was playing in Europe with 
PSV Eindhoven in the Nether- 
lands and missed the fatal 
flight. 

Rufai saved Nigeria a second 
time with 15 minutes remaining, 
stopping Kenneth Malitoli's 
shot from just 2 metres. 

Two minutes later Bwalya 
hit the side post that sent 
groans through the crowd of 
30,000. 

Nigeria also had several 
other top chances. 

African player of the year 
Rcshedi Yekini had the best 
chances in the first half. He 
had a free kick that was a line 
drive that Phiri barely de- 
flected. He also missed 


Sani Abac ha. 

Abacha. in an hour-long 
telephone cocversabon with 
the 22 members of the squad, 
said a big reception was being 
prepared for (heir return to 
the capital Abuja. 

• m 

The conversation, which 
took place Saturday, was re- 
layed on stare television just 
before the final. 

The Nigerians will play in 
the World Cup finals for the 
first time in the United States 
next June. 

“The super eagles have 
done it. USA here we come,” 
a commentator on state radio 
exulted. 

The players are due to re- 
ceive S5.00U each for the 
victory, which the west Afri- 
can nation badly needed to 
lift people’s spirits after 
months of domestic political 
and economic crisis. 

another opportunity when he 
was ail alone to the side of the 
goal but the angle was too 
severe for a clean shot. With 
five minutes left, he hit the side 
of the post. 

Yekini was on the verge of 
an African record, having 
scored 13 times in African Na- 
tions Cup finals, one short of 
the mark established by Lau- 
rent Pokou of Ivory Coast. 

In the match for third place 
the 1992 champions. Ivory 
Coast, beat Mali, 3-1. 

Mali was the surprise team 
of the tournament. It beat 
Tunisia 2-0 in the tournament 
opener, a result resulted in the 
firing of Tunisian coach Yous- 
scf Zouaqui. 


PART-TIME EMPLOYMENT 

Wanted: Native speakers to teach American 
English at MLC. 

Please cal! 625582, 637383 


LUXURIOUS BRAND-NEW 
FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

First floor of 220 sq. m. in a two-floor building in 
the best residential area, between the 4th & 5th 
Circles (near Guest’s Palace), Zahran Street - 
Jabal Amman, overlooking large beautiful private 
gardens. 

Consists of: Large salon, dining room, 2 double 
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, fully-equipped kitchen, 
laundry room with fully automatic W.M., 3 balco- 
nies. Crystal chandeliers and chosen carpets. 
Central heating, telephone, colour TV, and video. 
Car park availalbe. 

Suitable for a VIP family. 

If interested call tel. #: 671509 
&/ or 690116 


Tel.: 699238 1 Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


CONCORD 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

TRE 


Robby Benson & Jenniffer O'Neil 
in 

INVASION OF PRIVACY 

Shows: 12^0, 3:15, 5, 6 JO, 8 JO, 10:30 


Mel Gibson 
fin 

FOREVER YOUNG 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 


Shows: 12:30. 3 JO, 6:15. 830. 10:30 



Tel.: 675571 

Nabfl A1 Mashini Theatre 

Nabil & Hisham's Tel.: 62S155 

AMLAN THEATRE 

Look out for the surprise 
in the coming play 

Two more weeks before the per- 
formances of \he political comedy 

“Ahlan Arab 
Summit Conference** 

Come to an end .. 

# " l 










t 


10 


News 


» A a 

M 

..'Dr 
. h 

I 

. 

>13 

■«h 


« \a 
h 
h 
A: 

t 

■j 

I 


n£ws in brief 


:h 


Y 

. :it 
•' O' 
:.Yl 

.lit 

.1 

•1 

JC 

I 

pi 

lit 

e 

i . 3 

'~.e 

.sa 

d; 

• I 

01 

» 

4 in 
ra ■ 
le 

b 

*.Ie 

n 

«Ir 

IK 

s 

s 

i 

i 

u 

>< 

D 

:n. 

u 

St 

.m 

oi 

a 

ffi 

t< 

3T 

1 

b. 

s 

■n 

la 

yv 

•n 

lie 

ic 

>rc 

i 

V 

r. 

s 

m 

o 

c 

te 

Jr. 

5 

TO 

-a 

.*d 

? 

er 

Id 

ut 

ir 

fo 

B 

iti 

ec 

V ■ 

it • 

al 

nc 

hi 

5 * 

ad 

m 

p 

t 

o 

la- 

te 

irr 

rib 

fr : 


Three civilians wounded in S. Lebanon 

TYRE (R) — Israeli-backed militiamen strafed a village in 
South Lebanon with heavy machineguns on Monday, wound- 
ing three civilians, U.N. sources said. They said the three were 
wounded when South Lebanon Army (SLA) militiamen at 
Tallouseh post on the edge of Israel’s occupation zone opened 
.up with machineguns on the village of Qabrikha, just north of 
the buffer strip. Israeli and SLA forces, which routinely strafe 
areas outside the zone to guard against possible guerrilla 
attacks, killed three Palestinians attacking their posts on 
Saturday. 

Russians release detained plane 

TEL AVTV (R) — A private Israeli airline said one of its 
planes, forced by Russia to land for alleged violation of the 
country's airspace on Saturday, returned safely to Israel on the 
same day. The Aeroel Airline Guifstream-159, one a flight 
from Tbilisi. Georgia to Tel Aviv, was carrying the pregnant 
wife of the deputy prime minister of Tajikistan for urgent 
treatment in Israel, a company spokesman said on Monday. 
He said Russian air controllers mistakenly contended the 
private jet was flying too dose to Russian airspace and ordered 
it to land at the Black Sea city of Sochi. “The Russians didn't 
even apologise for their mistake,” the Aeroel spokesman said. 
An air defence force spokesman in Moscow said on Monday a 
decision was made to scramble military aircraft and force the 
plane down. He said the crew and passengers were being held 
for inquiries. But the Aeroel spokesman said the plane and 
everyone on board were allowed to take off on Saturday after 
its documentation was checked. The pregnant woman, who 
also suffers from heart problems, is now in hospital in Israel. 

Arafat to Strasbourg this week 

TUNIS (R) — Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat is expected to 
address die European Parliament in Strasbourg on Wednes- 
day, sources said on Monday. Mr. Arafat has also received an 
invitation from the “Davos Forum” to attend a meeting in 
Bucharest where he is expected on Friday, the sources added. 
Mr. Arafat's appearance in Strasbourg would be the same day 
that Israeli troops are supposed to have completed a withdraw- 
al from the Gaza Strip and the Jericho area under terms of a 
peace accord signed in September. Details of the withdrawal 
and related issues are still being negotiated. 

Kuwait premier will pick cabinet soon 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s prime minster said in remarks 
published on Monday he would shortly announce a new 
cabinet but asked for patience while be finalised his team. 
“Leave this thing for a surprise. Beauty is in the surprise, 
bro&er Mohammad,” Prime Minster Sheikh Saad Al Abdul- 
lah Al Sabah was quoted as telling Mohammad Al Sager, 
editor-in-chief of Al Qabas newspaper. “People, please give 
us enough time, after that we will give you not just one answer 
hot all the answers ..^the time is. pretty dose,” he was quoted 
a saying in a telephone interview. The cabinet submitted its 
resignation on Saturday following an announcement by Sheikh 
Saad on April 4 that he would reshuffle die cabinet to 
introduce a new era of reform. Sheikh Saad has not said when' 
he would implement the reshuffle bnt it is expected within the 
next 10 days. 

Israeli settler sentenced to 3 months 

TEL AVIV (R) — Baruch Marzel. detained without trial for 
three months last week for heading Israel's anti-Arab Kadi 
movement, was sentenced to three more months on Monday 
for-* -riot three years ago. Israel’s Itim news agency said the 
court handed down die sentence to Marzel for his part in 
disturbing a gathering of Israeli Arab leaders outside the 
prime inmister’s office. Police captured Mr. Marzel last week 
after a month-long manhunt. The government cracked down 
on hardcore militants of the Kadi and Kahane Hai (Kabane 
lives) groups after an Israeli gunman killed more than 30 
Palestinians in a Hebron mosque. Israel Radio quoted the 
judge as saying Mr. Marzel was convicted of crimes 10 times in 
die last 14 years. 

U AE may ban foreign marriages 

DUBAI (R) — The United Arab Emirates (UAE) may 
consider legal restrictions to discourage male citizens from 
marrying foreign women instead of local ones, a UAE 
newspaper reported on Monday.' The Gulf News daily 
reported the director-general of the UAE’s marriage fund — 
which gives soft loans to help UAE men pay the high costs of 
local weddings — as saying he would propose new laws to 
make it difficult for citizens to wed foreigners. “The marriage 
of .nationals to foreigners (has) become a threat to UAE 
society because of its negative influence on the nation's social, 
cultural, psychological and moral characteristics,” Jamal Al 
Beh was reported as saying in a lecture to an audience of UAE 
women. The marriage fund was set up by UAE President 
Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan Al Nahayan in 1992. and gives 
grants of up to 70,000 dirhams ($19,000) to local men who 
marry UAE women. Officials and tribal leaders in the Gulf 
Arab state — where three-quarters of the population are 
expatriates — have said soaring costs of lavish parties, 
expensive gifts and dowries had led numbers of local men to 
choose foreign wives. The marriage fund was promised 150 
million dirhams ($41 million) in the UAE’s 1994 budget, 
almost double the previous year's allocation. 

UAE court orders maid to be flogged 

DUBAI (R) — A maid working in the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) has been sentenced to 50 strokes of the lash for an 
adulterous affair that led to her becoming pregnant, a local 
newspaper said on Monday. The Gulf News daily said the 
maid, aged 25 and identified only as S.A.. was let off a 
two-month jail sentence for the same offence by an appeal 
court in the UAE emirate of Sharjah, which applies Islamic 
Sharia law. The paper did not say what country the woman 
came from and did not disclose the identity or nationality of 
the man. Thousands of maids from developing countries like 
the Philippines and Sri Lanka work in the UAE. a wealthy oil 
exporting state. Gulf News reported two weeks ago that 
another woman, identified as Amina and aged 27, had her 
appeal rejected by a UAE court against a sentence of 180 
lashes for the same offence. Physical punishments such as 
floggings are not carried out during pregnancy. 

Arafat loyalist killed in shootout 

S1DON (AP) — A senior loyalist of Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat was killed in a 
shootout with opponents at Ain Al Hilweh refugee camp 
Monday, security sources said. They said Hussein Abu Zeid, 
among the most senior officers of Mr. Arafat’s mainstream 
Fateh faction, was fatally wounded in a firefight with 
“ dissidents opposed to the PLO-Israel peace accord of Sept. 13. 
The clash occuTTed on a road intersection inside the teeming 
camp on the southeastern outskirts of Lebanon's southern port 
dty of Sidon at 2 p.m. (1100 GMT), the sources said. The 
sources gave no further details beyond saying Abu Zeid 
became the fourth Arafat loyalist to be killed in Lebanon since 
the signing of the limited autonomy accord by Israel and the 
PLO. 

U.N. chief *eek* rapid action force 

FRANKFURT (R) — The United Nations needs a rapid 
deployment force of about 40,000 troops to respond quickly to 

cri&s ‘Secretary-General Boutros Ghali said in an interview 
published on Monday. About 20 member countries should 
train around 2,000 soldiers each in peacekeeping to allow the 
world body to bring together an emergency force within a 
week when needed, he told the Frankfurter daily Allgemeine 

Zeitung. 




Senior Turkish official 
to visit Iraq this week 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — A senior Turkish 
official plans to visit Iraq this 
week for talks on the closed 
Iraqi pipeline that runs from 
Iraqi oil fields to Turkey’s 
Mediterranean port and other 
bilateral issues, diplomats said 
Monday. 

Turkish Ambassador 
Mehmet All Iztemcelik con- 
firmed that Ozdem San berk, 
under-secretary of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs who is now 
visiting Jordan, will be leaving 
for B^bdad on Wednesday. 

The visit will be in return 
for a visit Iraqi Foreign Minis- 
try Under-Secretary Riyad Al 
Qaisi paid to Turkey in Janu- 
ary, the ambassador said. He 
said the talks would include 
issues related to the oil pipe- 
line. He declined to elaborate. 

Other diplomatic sources 
said Turkey and Iraq would 
also discuss means to ease the 
sanctions and to revive the 
flow of Iraqi oil through the 
twin pipeline. 

Turkey dosed the pipeline 
immediately after the U.N. 
Council imposed a sweeping 
trade embargo against Iraq fol- 
lowing the August 1990 Iraq 
invasion of Kuwait. 

“Our position has not 


SANAA (R) — Yemen has 50 
million guns, representing 
more than four weapons per 
person. Interior Minister 
Yahya Mohammad Al Muta-- 
wakel was reported as saying. 

"There are 50 million guns 
in our country. It is impossible 
that we with our resources 
confront these armed people, 
growing crime, the (impact of) 
political crisis and tribal dis- 
putes.” he was quoted as 
saying in an interview with Al 
Gumhuriyah daily. 

It was not dear if Mr. Muta- 
wakel was referring only to 
personal weapons held private- 
ly by Yemenis. 

The interview appeared in 
the Sunday issue of Al 
Gumhuriyah, which was pu!> 
lished in the dty of Taiz south 
of Sanaa and appeared in the 
capital’s markets on Monday. 

For Yemenis, especially in 
the tribal north, possession of 
arms has traditionally been an 
integral part of their lives, used 
to defend themselves against 
attacks by other tribes. 

Many Yemenis own Kalash- 
nikov or M-16 assault rifles, 
and tribal and political sources 
said big tribes, especially in the 
north , owned rocker laun- 
chers. machineguns and even 
heavier weapons. 

“Barring aircraft and tanks 
which the tribes do not pos- 
sess, their other weapons can 
match those possessed by the 
state,” one source said. 

Mr. Mutawakel said the law- 
in Yemen “unfortunately does 
not ban the carrying of arms. It 
legalised carrying, possessing 
and dealing in arms... making 
weapons like water and air 
(available to all).” 

He said a committee was 
drafting a new law to regulate 
the carrying of arms. 

"In our country, especially 
in the northern provinces, we 
have one policeman per 10,000 
people, and one police station 
per 100,000 people." the 
minister told the paper, adding 
that the normal world ratio is 
one policeman for every 1,000 
people and a police station for 
every 10,000. 

“Our police stations, at best, 
have 30 per cent of the re- 
quired resources such as 
weapons, means of transport 
and communications." he 
added. _ 


changed on the sanctions 
against Iraq," Ambassador 
Irtemzelik told the Jordan 
Times. Ankara has called for 
an easing of the sanctions bat 
has reaffirmed that Iraq should 
abide by the the various U.N. 
Security Council resolutions on 
the Gulf crisis. 

In an interview with the Jor- 
dan Times (see page 3), Mr. 
Sanberk himself said: 

"As regional country, Tur- 
key attaches importance to an 
early re nr. i to normalcy in the 
region. We wish that Iraq once 
again assumes her place in the 
network of international rela- 
tions. To this end, the 
framework drawn up by the 
U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions must be completely filled. 
Iraq must adopt a dear stand 
to give confidence to her 
neighbour Kuwait.” 

“Embargo on Iraq continues 
to hurt the people of Iraq,” the 
Turkish official said. "It has 
also created a very heavy eco- 
nomic burden for Turkey. The 
same problem also exists for 
Jordan. Cooperation between 
Iraq and the U.N. must be 
intensified. The U.N. long- 
term monitoring programme- 
must be put fully into practice 
without delay and be effective- 
ly implemented in order that 
the oil embargo is lifted.” 


Group alleges tortnre 

A Yemeni human rights 
group said on Monday it had 
evidence of alleged torture and 
unlawful detention in southern 
Yemen. 

But a southern official chal- 
lenged the report and said the 
group was a tool of Yemen’s 
northern political party. 

The Yemen Human Rights 
Organisation (YHRO) in a 
message to the parliament, 
made available to Reuters, 
said it received complaints 
from 19 people of “unlawfiil 
detention and torture at the 
hands of intelligence and poli- 
tical security bodies and offi- 
cials of Al Fatah prison m 
Aden.” 

The message said YHRO, 
after investigations and medic- 
al checks, "has established 
beyond doubts that the victims 
were subjected to torture, and 
evidence of torture is still visi- 
ble on their bodies." 

But a spokesman for the 
southern Yemen Socialist Par- 
ty (YSP) told Reuters from 
Aden that the YHRO “is a 
government tool led by the 
General Peoples Congress 
(GPC)’’ of President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh. 

Mr. Saleh’s northern GPC 
and the YSP, led by his south- 
ern rival Vice President Ali 
Salem Al Beidh, were locked 
in a bitter dispute threatening 
Yemen’s fragile four-year-old 
unity. 

Like other security organisa- 
tions and armed forces units, 
the prison service of former 
South Yemen has yet to be 
integrated with that of the 
north and remains under the 
control of southern officials. 

YHRO listed the names of 
alleged victims and said there 
were about 184 detainees in 
Fatah prison "in violation of 
prison laws, dauses of the cri- 
minal code and human rights.” 

It said a YHRO committee 
which went to Aden was de- 
nied access to Fatah prison by 
Aden authorities. 

Judge Hammoud Al Hattar, 
YHRO chairman, told Reuters 
volunteers from the organisa- 
tion have been visiting prisons 
in the northern part of Yemen 
to investigate cases of alleged 
torture and unlawful arrest 
since last week. 

“But the committee which 
went to Adea was not allowed 
to cany out its mission,” he 
said. 


IAEA team 
prepares 
ong-term 
monitoring 
in Iraq 

MANAMA (Agencies) — 
U.N. inspectors left for Bagh- 
dad on Monday to prepare for 
long-term monitoring to en- 
sure that Iraq does not resusci- 
tate its nudear programme. 

An official at the U.N. re- 
gional headquarters in Bahrain 
said the 15-member team, 
headed by Britain’s Garry Dil- 
lon, took off on Monday morn- 
ing after arriving from the 
Vienna-based International 
Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) on Sunday night. 

“The team will continue 
their preparatory activities re- 
lated to ongoing (long-term) 
monitoring and verification,” 
Mr. Dillon said in a statement 
before leaving. 

The U.N. Security Council 
banned Iraq’s nudear activities 
and three other weapons prog- 
rammes after the 1990-91 Gulf 
war. 

Compliance on destruction 
and long-term monitoring of 
the weapons systems is a prere- 
quisite to lifting the oil embar- 
go on Iraq, though the United 
States has sought to add other 
conditions including recogni- 
tion of Kuwait's border. 

Mr. Dillon said the team 
would perform a semi-annual 
hydrological survey, taking wa- 
ter samples from around the 
region to try to detect any 
nudear activity and more im- 
portantly to set a baseline from 
which to measure any future 
activity. • 

"The team will also design a 
surveillance installation at a 
machine tool workshop,” he 
said. 

Many facilities in Iraq are 
cfual-use, able to be used for 
military or dvilian purposes. 
One of the challenges in long- 
term monitoring is to set up 
cameras or other sensors to be 
sure the fadlities are not con- 
verted to prohibited uses. 

Mr. Dillon’s team is 'the 73rd 
under the U.N. spedal com- 
mission on Iraq (UNSCOM), 
the 24th under the IAEA, die 
U.N. agency which works with 
UNSCOM on nudear matters. 

Ari~tJNSCOM biological 
weapons team went in on Fri- 
day, and a ballistic weapons 
team which came out from 
Baghdad on Friday plans to 
return in approximately 
another week. A chemical 
weapons team had been in Iraq 
at the end of March. 

Mr. Dillon, who will be 
spending 12 days in Iraq, said 
"It is anticipated that the coop- 
erative atmosphere of the last 
few inspections continues.” 

Baghdad has been cooperat- 
ing with tire inspectors in re- 
cent months, in contrast with 
earlier moves that led to sever- 
al threats of U.S. military 
strikes. 

When satisfied that no 
loopholes remain, the commis- 
sion can recommend that the 
U.N. Security Council lift an 
embargo on vital Iraqi oil ex- 
ports clamped since its inva- 
sion of Kuwait in August 1990. 

Inspectors will not say when 
that is likely, and their leader 
Rolf Eke us has stopped refer- 
ring to spedfic periods. 

Television cameras also are 
going up at military industrial 
sites where long-range missiles 
could be developed secretly. 
The U.N. team of biological 
weapons experts presently is in 
Baghdad to prepare for moni- 
toring in that field. 

Chemical weapons experts 
have tagged hundreds of pieces 
of equipment used to produce 
pesticides and pharmaceuticals 
that can be converted to prohi- 
bited chemicals. They are de- 
ploying equipment that will ' 
absorb air samples for routine 
testing. 


Yemen has four guns 
per person — minister 


Malek resigns as 
Algerian premier; 
Sifi is successor 


TUNIS (Agencies) — Algerian 
President Liamine Zeroual 
accepted the resignation of 
Prime Minister Redha Malek 
on Monday and appointed 
Mokdad Sifi, equipment minis- 
ter in the outgoing govern- 
ment, to succeed him, the offi- 
cial APS news agency re- 
ported. 

Mr. Malek submitted his res- 
ignation and that of his cabinet 
to Mr. Zeroual, who accepted 
it, the communique said. It did 
not give a reason for Mr. 
Malek’s stepping down. 

Mr. Malek became premier 
last September, at a time when 
Muslim fundamentalists step- 
ped up their violent campaign 
against the government, 
spreading their ambushes to 
foreigners. 

The insurrection began more 
than two years ago when the 
government in January 1992 
cancelled elections for a new 
parliament that fundamental- 
ists were winning. 

More than 3,000 people 
have been killed since then in 
violence blamed on militant 
Muslims. 

. Mr. Sifi, 53, was trained in 
physics and chemistry in 
Algiers and Paris. He has 
served in high-ranking posts in 
the ministries of commerce, 
public works and finance. 

Mr. Malek's resignation 
comes two days after Algeria 
accepted an aid plan from die 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) on die condition that it 
undertakes liberal structural 
reforms to move Algeria’s 


heavily centralised economy 
more towards a market- 
oriented structure. 

Mr. Malek was a strong sup- 
porter of the IMF programme, 
A>mils of which have not been 
made public, although it in - 
volves discussions with Alger- 
ia’s creditors to reduce the 
country’s foreign debt of $26 
billion. 

Mr Malek had replaced Be- 
laid Abdul Salam who held the 
premiership and the post of 
economics minister for a year. 
Mr. Malek’s ascension came a 
month before Muslim fun- 
damentalists stepped up their 
violent campaign agamst the govern- 
ment, widening their random 
attatiks to indude foreigners. 

Mr. Malek, a modernist 
firmly opposed to religious 
fundamentalism, resigned once 
before, in February following a 
national conference intended to 
bring Algeria’s fractious poli- 
tical parties together. 

Most parties, however, 
boycotted or walked out. The 
fundamentalists, whose top 
leaders have been in jail for 
more than two years, did not 
take part. 

Mr. Malek was reappointed 
prime minister in that cabinet 
reshuffling that left little 
changed. 

Progress the effort towards 
economic recovery including 
rampant unemployment is seen 
as a key to stemming the fun- 
damentalists" popularity 
among Algeria's disaffected 
and poor population. 


Pope calls off visit 


to Lebanon for now 


VATICAN CITY (AP) — The 
Vatican said Monday that 
Pope John Paul II has decided 
to indefinitely postpone his trip 
to Lebanon, after recent vio- 
lence made security arrange- 
ments difficult. 

Although the Vatican had 
never announced a date for the 
trip, jt was widely expected 
that the Pope would be going 
al the end of May. 

“The holy pontiff has ex- 
pressed the hope that this deci- 
sion, taken with sadness, is 
understood by all and is consi- 
dered inspired by the same 
sentiments of benevolence to- 
wards the Lebanese that had 
first made (him) desire, and 
then plan, this very trip,” Vati- 
can spokesman Joaquin Navar- 
ro said. 

In the past, most papal trips 
abroad have been formally 
announced months in advance. 
But in the case of Lebanon, 
security problems apparently 
made the Vatican hesitant to 
commit itself to a date early 
on. 

Last week the Vatican indi- 
cated that the trip was being 
reconsidered. In addition to 
the Pope’s personal security, 
there was also the problem of 
safety of crowds coming out to 
see the Pope. 

A bomb explosion during 
mass in a Maronite Catholic 
church in February killed at 
least 10 people and wounded 
30. 

Mr. Navarro did not men- 
tion the bomb or other vio- 
lence. But be referred to “diffi- 
culties of various nature" as 
well as recent “grave and un- 
predictable events, which have 
provoked strong tensions and 
disturbed the environment in 
such a way that it does not 
longer seem appropriate to the 


pastoral character of the 
hoped-for visit.” 

“This visit was principally 
conceived as spiritual en- 
couragement, a concrete act of 
solidarity with all the popula- 
tion of the country, which still 
continues to cany the physical 
and psychological wounds of so 
many years of war and vio- 
lence ” Mr. Navarro said. The 
trip also was invisioned as “an 
invitation to dialogue on all 
levels and in all dimensions.” 

“After having consulted 
with the assembly of patriarchs 
and with the Catholic bishops 
of Lebanon, with the highest 
authorities of the state and 
other figures, if was considered 
more opportune to postpone 
the trip for some time, until a 
more favourable moment,” 
Mr. Navarro told reporters. 

The Pope asked his envoy in 
Lebanon to '‘greet as 
brothers” the orthodox pat- 
riarchs whom he had hoped to 
meet with, Mr. Navarro said. 
Similarly, Pope John Paul was 
sending his greetings to Leba- 
non’s Muslim community and 
its religious leaders. 

“The Pope has once more 
asked for God’s blessing on 
Lebanon and on all its citizens, 
expressing faith in the prompt 
reconstruction of a united, 
free, independent and 
sovereign country, land of 
brotherly coexistence between 
Christians and Muslims, and 
example of comprehension and 
collaboration,” the Vatican 
spokesman said. 

In Lebanon, Sbeikb 
Mohammad Mehdi Shamsed- 
din, spiritual leader of the 1.2 
million Shiite Muslims, the 
largest sect in Lebanon, said be 
regretted the postponement 
and hoped the Pope would be 
able to make the trip later. 


King meets Yemeni delegation 

(Continued from page 1) 


It provides for withdrawal of 
army units from cities and the 
redeployment of forces from 
the border areas between the 
former North and South Ye- 
men. 

The two parts of Yemen 
united in 1990 but their armies 
have yet to merge. Rival units 
dashed shortly after the Jor- 
dan pact. 

Mr. Taher and other YSP 
offidalS including Mr. Beidh 
and Prime Minister Haider 


Abu Baker Al Anas, have 
been staring in Aden, former 
capital of the south, because of 
the dispute. 

Gen. Sayam, a GPC mem- 
ber, stayed in Sanaa. Their two 
offices have accused each other 
of military violations. 

The Taber-Sayani meeting' 
foDowed an apparent thaw be- 
tween Mi. Saleh and Mr. 
Beidh last week during a meet- 
ing in Oman, their second this 
year, political, sources said. 


Hariri makes compromise 


(Con fi r m ed from page 1) 

abolition of ihe government’s 
right to revoke me license of 
any newspaper as a victory for 
the Lebanese press. 

But Al Safir, which opposes, 
Mr. Hariri’s half-Christian, 
half-Muslim government, 
warned that the fine, even 
when it is reduced, remains a 
"financial guillotine” over the 
press. 

Mr. Baal bald said the new 
accord dealt exclusively with 
the print media and would 
have no bearing on the broad- 


The ban on the n 
casts and recent me 
trict die print medu 
of security measun 

after a Feb. 27 chon 
that killed 10 worst 
wounded 60. joltii 
merit efforts to restc 
order. 

The government 
died a crackdown 
wing Christians it 
the church bom bins 
ing the Lebanese F 
and arresting its dep 



Chinatown gang 
leader to return 
to New York 


HONG KONG (R) - The 
alleged leader of a New York 
Chinatown gang wanted for 
murder and kidnapping drop- 
ped Monday his fight against 
extradition to the United 
States and will return from 
Hong Kong voluntarily. De- 
fence lawyer Dixon Tang told 
the Eastern Magistrates Court 
that Kwok Ling-Kay and his 
bodyguard Li Xinghua had 
“decided to consent to and not 
contest extradition.” Mr. 
Kwok has been identified in 
media reports as the “dragon 
head” or chief of the Fok 
Ching triad gang. New York 
Police accuse the gang of orga- 
nising the voyage of the decre- 
pit freighter Golden Venture, 
which ran aground off Queens 
last year carrying nearly 300 
illegal immigrants from Asia. 
Mr. Kwok, who listened to the 
proceedings partially through 
an interpreter, said nothing but 
smiled frequently during the 
brief hearing. Mr. Tang gave 
no reason for the change of 
heart since the initial hearing 
in November, when both men 
vowed to fight extradition. Ro- 
ger McMeans of the Hong 
Kong government’s Legal De- 
partment said he was not 
aware of any plea bargaining 
surrounding the case. Both 
men were likely to return to 
the United States as early as 
this week. Mr. Tang said both 
had also waived their right to 
habeas corpus, which would 
have given them 15 days to 
reconsider their derision. Mr. 
Kwok. 31, was arrested in 
Hong Kong last . year. U.S. 
authorities had sought his ex- 
tradition to face 31 charges 
including murder and kidnap- 
ping. They include a shooting* 
outside a Manhattan gambling 
club in which one person died 
and the attempted murder of 
two former members of the 
Fok Ching triad. 


Ex-Chinese 
warlord cashes 
in on legacy 

TAIPEI (R) — Former Chine 
warlord Chang Hsueh-Lianj 
who kidnapped National:! 
leader Chiang Kai-Shek on 
to spend decades under how 
arrest, has turned a tidy pro! 
on his past. Mr. Chang 
Chinese art collection was ai 
crioned Sunday for Taiwa 
dollars 133 million ($5 million 
almost four times the pre-sa 
estimate. “The special' attrai 
tion of the owner of the collei 
tion had no doubt heiped i 
make this a successful sale, 
said Rita Wong, ir.anagir 
director of Sotheby’s Taiwai 
“A very significant portion * 
the lots went up to sever 
times above the estimate, som 
even up to over 10 times c 
more.” All 207 lots were sol 
and Sotheby’s Taiwan will pri 
sent Mr. Chang with a pair < 
white gloves. “This is what w 
call a ‘white giove’ sale. It 
rare and happens only one 
every 10 years on the ave; 
age,” a Sotheby's spoke: 
woman said. “The collection 
definitely worth buying bi 
some of the prices were ndici 
lously high... Manv peo D l 
wanted to buy one or two iterr 
of Chang’s collection for n 
membrance Hong Kong ant 
ques dealer Robert Chan* 
who is not related to the seilel 
told reporters. The collectior 
assembled over 70 years, cor 
sisted of more than 700 work 
— traditional ink and watei 
cotour paintings, scroll pain; 
mgs, folding fans, fan-shape 
paintings and works of calligrj 
Rhy from the 12th century 

Charges dropped 
over listeria 
death of twins 
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